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“The gloomiest day hath gleams of light, 
The darkest wave hath bright foam near it ; 
And twinkling through the cloudiest Pele 
Some solitary star to cheer it.” 


Such was the train of thought awak- 
ened in the mind of the writer by the 
tidings that his late beloved friend, 
William Nash, had fallen asleep in 
Jesus, in the island of Jamaica, within 
ten months of the period of his arrival 
thither ; and to the praise of the glory 
of that grace which shone so brightly 
in him, and also that others may be 
emulated by his example in the service 
of Jesus, this short memorial of his life 
and character is recorded. 

Our beloved brother was born at Eg- 
ham, in Surrey, in the year 1806, and as 
his parents were firmly attached to the 
church of England, he was trained by 
them with tender solicitude in the same 
communion. About the age of thirteen 


he was apprenticed at Eton to the print-" 


ing and stationary business, and by his 

amiable deportment, even before he 

knew the Lord, gained the entire con- 
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fidence of his employers; so that he 
remained in their service nearly twenty 
years, when the Lord said to him, “Go, 
work in my vineyard.” 

But although preserved by educational 
restraints from the grosser vices, the sub- 
ject of this memoir spent his youthful 
days according to the course of this 
world. Naturally of a gay and ardent 
temperament, he formed associations with 
other young persons, lovers of pleasure 
more than lovers of God, in theatrical 
amusements. A large room was pro- 
cured at Eton, and fitted up for a pri- 
vate theatre, and it generally devolved 
on William Nash to perform the princi- 
pal characters, in which he seldom 
failed to gain applause ; while, with his 
own pen, he composed, and with his 
own press printed, songs and epilogues 
for rehearsal. But the Lord was prepar- 
ing him for a nobler service. 

In the year 1829, our beloved brother 
was united in marriage with Miss Sarah 
Thomas, who has proved a help meet 
for him in all his joys and sorrows to 
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the end of his short pilgrimage, and 
is now left a lonely widow to lament 
the loss of a most affectionate husband. 
May that God who has said, “let thy 
widows trust in me,” support and com- 
fort her in this painful dispensation, that 
she may yield to her heavenly Father’s 
discipline, and say, ‘‘ Thy will be done,” 
for ‘‘ when such friends part, ’tis the sur- 
viver dies.” 

When about twenty-two years of age, 
a gracious providence directed his steps 
to the little chapel in the village of 
Wraysbury, and there the Lord opened 
his heart to receive the truth as it is in 
Jesus. Enlightened by the Holy Spirit, 
he now saw that he had been deceiving 
himself with the form of godliness with- 
out the power, and saying, Peace, 
peace, when there was no peace. Now 
he began to feel the sweet, but power- 
ful, attractions of a Saviour’s love ; the 
strongholds of deep-rooted prejudices 
were speedily demolished, the power of 
godliness felt, his own righteousness 
abandoned for the righteousness of 
Jesus, and his hopes built alone on the 
Rock of Ages ; while his beloved partner 
also was made a partaker of the same 
heavenly calling. 

From this eventful period of his life 
our dear brother, whose character was 
always marked by decision, accord- 
ing to the principles by which he was 
governed, became as zealous and active 
in the service of God as he had pre- 
viously been in the service of Satan. He 
conferred not with flesh and blood. The 
love of Christ shed abroad in his heart, 
by the Holy Ghost given him, con- 
strained him to come out from his gay 
companions and be separate, to forsake 
the pleasures of sin, which are but fora 
season, and publicly to declare himself 
on the Lord’s side. Renouncing the 
traditions of men, and taking the word 
of God for his guide, he was baptized 
with Mrs. Nash at Staines, in June, 
1831 ; and during the seven years of his 
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membership with the baptist church in 
this town, he never gave his pastor one 
unhappy moment, but was enabled, by 
divine grace, to adorn the doctrines of 
God his Saviour in all things. On the 
sabbath, although he had six miles to 
walk to the house of God, he was gene- 
rally there at the early prayer-meeting 
at seven o'clock, bringing other dear 
companions with him, who on their 
return in the evening, responded with 
holy joy,— 

“ How sweet a sabbath thus to spend, 

In hope of one that ne’er shall end.” 

Having tasted that the Lord is gracious, 
and drank of the rivers of his pleasure, 
our dear brother ardently desired to be 
instrumental in bringing others to Jésus. 
He lived and moved in the element of 
love ; love to Christ, and love to souls $ 
the law of kindness was on his lips ; and 
in the sabbath school, the distribution of 
tracts, and every labour of love, he en- 
gaged with all his heart. The private 
theatre at Eton,* which was closed 
soon after he left the ranks of his gay 
companions, he hired and fitted up for 
the worship of God ; while his pen, and 
printing press also, were employed in 
the service of his new Lord and master. 

It was soon perceived that our be- 
loved young friend possessed talents for 
the ministry, and he was encouraged to 
preach in several villages around. His 
sermons were characterized by plain- 
ness, earnestness, and affection ; and, 
avoiding cold and heartless specula- 
tions, Christ and him crucified was his 
only theme. His aim was to reach the 
hearts and consciences of men, to 
abase the sinner, and exalt the Saviour, 
and in answer to his fervent prayers, 


* This place, in the immediate vicinity of Eton 
College, was opened for the worship of God in May, 
1833, and by the request of our dear brother, the 
writer supplied it for about twelve months, on sab- 
bath evenings; at times many of the collegians 
attended, and we hope the word was blessed to 
some; but in consequence of college and church 
influence, it was at length relinquished. td 
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the Lord gave testimony to the word of 
his grace, and many of the villagers 
hearing, believed, and were baptized. 

At the commencement of the year 
1838, he was invited to supply the 
pulpit at West Drayton, and soon 
received a unanimous call to the pas- 
torate of the baptist church assembling 
in that village: to that office he was 
publicly set apart on the 11th of April, 
1838. There he lived in the affections and 
prayers of a united people ; and during 
the six years of his ministry among 
them, more than seventy persons were 
baptized and added to the church. 

From the period of his conversion 
to God, our dear brother felt a strong 
desire to be engaged in the missionary 
field abroad, and often conversed with 
his pastor on the subject, who advised 
him to observe and follow the leadings 
of providence. At length, however, he 
offered himself to the committee of the 
Baptist Mission, and was accepted, and 
appointed to the station at Yallahs, in 
Jamaica. Never did a pastor leave his 
flock more beloved and regretted ; the 
parting scene was a very affecting one, 
and on the 4th of January, 1848, he left 
his native land to return no more. 

After a stormy voyage, our dear bro- 
ther and his fellow-labourers in the 
Lord’s vineyard, arrived at Kingston 
on the 81st of March. Several letters 
were received from him by his friends 
in England, during his short course in 
the missionary field, all of them breath- 
ing forth his entire consecration to Jesus, 
and his ardent desire to be useful in 
his service. A few short extracts from 
the last two will be read with interest 
by many. 


“ Baptist Mission House, 
Yaliahs, Dec, 22, 1843, 
«Your last letter found us well; as 
well as when we were in England. 
Many things try us of course, but as 
trials have abounded consolations have 
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abounded also.” .. . ‘ Our work in this 
world is inseparably connected with 
much disappointment and anxiety, but 
it is a great mercy to be permitted to 
suffer for the cause of God.” ... “I am 
well, but my dear Sarah was seized with 
fever about a month ago, and is only 
now recovering. Her attack has been 
severe, and it has been a time of great 
anxiety and fatigue to me.” .... “ The 
kindest attention has been shown her by 
the neighbours, and it was not a little 
gratifying to me to see five or six coming 
in every night, and lying at the floor of 
the house at the entrance, to render 
assistance if required.” , . “It has been a 
great trial to me, but I can say, and so can 
my suffering companion,{that it has been 
good to be afflicted.”. . . “It is a mercy 
when trials have a holy effect, drawing 
us nearer to God, and teaching us the 
importance of domg what we have to 
do, with all our might. Nor is it less 
consoling to know that all our times are 
in God’s hands ; that he will never leave 
us nor forsake us ; and that when he shall 
have done with us here below, he will 
receive us to glory.” 


The last letter received from our dear 
brother is dated, Kingston, January 5th, 
1844, (the day before the fever seized him) 
in which he says, “ I write principally to 
set your minds at rest by informing you 
that dear Sarah is slowly, but I hope 
permanently, recovering.” .... “It is 
now nearly nine o’clock, p.m. I have 
just finished my yearly accounts, and 


written to the society.”... To-morrow 


morning I am off to¥Yallahs an hour 
before day ; you will therefore see that 
I have not much time. 
will write more.” ... “I have reason to 
be thankful for excellent health at pre- 
sent, except the loss of a little flesh ; the _ 
season is beautiful just now, as much 
like an English summer as it can be.” 


Little did the friends who received 


In my next I ~— 


_— 


a 
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these letters imagine they were to be 
the last memorials of affection; and 
that before they reached them, the hand 
that had written them was cold in 
death, and the spirit that breathed in 
them, in the immediate presence of 
Jesus, 


“ Far from a world of grief and sin, 
With God eternally shut in.” 


But God’s thoughts are not as our 
thoughts, and the sequel is soon told. 
By a letter from Mr. Tinson, we learn 
that our dear brother went to Yallahs the 
next day, and immediately on his arrival 
complained of pain in his head, as 
though he had felt a sudden stroke. 
He was unable to preach, but remained 
till Monday, and then returned to King- 
ston quite ill. Medical aid was called 
in, but in vain, and on the Saturday 
following, about eight o’clock in the 
morning he fell asleep in Jesus, in the 
thirty-eighth year of his age. Heappeared 
not to suffer much in dying, expressed 
his readiness to depart, and said that he 
was perfectly happy. On the 14th his re- 
mains were deposited in the vault in 
East Queen Street Chapel, with those of 
several missionaries who had previously 
fallen in the battle field. His funeral 
was numerously attended, it being on the 
sabbath, the very day on which he was 
to have administered the ordinance of 
baptism for the first time in Jamaica, to 
a number of young persons at Yallahs. 
The booths were prepared at the sea- 
side, and the parties met early in the 
morning, but only to hear the startling 
intelligence that their beloved pastor 
was no more. Several of the candidates, 
young females, walked nineteen miles 
under a hot sun to take a last look on 
him who had been instrumental in bring- 
ing them to Jesus, but whose voice 
they would hear no more. 

A subsequent letter from Kingston in- 
forms us, that although Mr. Nash was 
seized with fever as soon as he reached 
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Yallahs on the 6th of January, he re- 
mained up the whole of the day, exam- 
ining candidates for baptism, and con- 
versing with the friends connected with 
his church. On that day, eighteen young 
persons, the first fruits unto God of his 
labours in Jamaica, told him what the 


Lord had done for their souls, through , 


his instrumentality ; and thus a light 
from heaven, above the brightness of the 
sun, shone on the dark valley he was 
entering ; and the rod and staff of the 
great Shepherd comforted and cheered 
his heart as he was passing from the 
church militant to the church tri- 
umphant. 

Mr. Wood, in whose house our dear 
brother fell asleep in Jesus, concludes 
his letter with this honourable testi- 
mony: ‘‘I need not say a word respect- 
ing his character, his praise is on the lips 
of all who knew him. By those who 
knew him best was he most beloved, 
and by them will his departure be most 
sincerely lamented. In every way he 
was eminently qualified to be an effi- 
cient and useful missionary. He was 
also eminently prepared for the happi- 
ness and purity the possession of which 
he now enjoys.” . . “ His bereaved and 
disconsolate widow has received a shock 
almost too great for her feeble constitu- 
tion, but I trust God will enable her to 
sustain it. She has hitherto manifested 
much patience and humble submission, 
and seems perfectly resigned to the will 
of God ; and will remain with us until 
we hear from you, or until arrangements 
are made for her return to England.” 

Thus did our beloved brother live and 
die in the Lord. United to Jesus by a 
living faith, clothed in his perfect righ- 
teousness, and made meet for the inheri- 
tance of the saints in light, to him death 
had no sting; nor the grave any terror. 
He had given himself to the Lord a liv- 
ing sacrifice, and went forth not count- 
ing his life dear to him, so that he might 
finish his course with joy, and Christmight 
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be magnified in him whether by life or by 
death. It was a matter of no moment to 
him whether his spirit soared to heaven 
from England or Jamaica; and while 
his bereaved widow, and a large circle 
of friends, in whose affections he will 
never die, lament his early removal, let 
the voice from heaven check each mur- 
muring'thought : “ Write, blessed are the 
dead that die in the Lord; yea, saith 
the Spirit, that they may rest from their 
labours, and their works do follow them.” 
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“ He is gone to the land where nu usuble or sorrow 
Can ever his peace or his pleasure annoy ; 
Where no anxious ‘thought of the care-bringing 
morrow 
Can ever the joy of the moment destroy.” 


“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be 
ye stedfast, immoveable, always abound- 
ing in the work of the Lord, forasmuch 
as ye know that your labour is not in 
vain in the Lord.” 


Staines, March 6, 1844. 


THE SUFFERINGS OF THE ENGLISH BAPTISTS. 


PART III. 


Soon after the death of Cromwell, 
Charles II., who had been wandering on 
the continent ever since the battle of 
Worcester, was brought back to England 
to possess the throne of his father. Un- 
happyrestoration! Fatal stepfor the liber- 
ties of our countrymen! For a time 
the people were beside themselves, but 
Charles, Clarendon, and the bishops very 
soon brought them to their senses by 
measures of revenge and of blood. Imme- 
diately after the restoration, Neale says, 
* the court and bishops went on briskly 
in restoring all things to the old stan- 
dard ; the doctrines of passive obedience 
and nonresistance were revived, and 
men of the highest principles and most 
inveterate resentments were preferred to 
bishoprics.” Disturbances caused by 
Venner and his followers, gave the king 
a pretext for issuing a proclamation 
which took away from the baptists and 
other sects the right of assembling for 


the worship of God, “‘except in some. 


church, or chapel, or private houses by 
the persons there inhabiting.” All other 
meetings were forbidden as unlawful, 
riotous, and seditious. Mayors and peace- 


officers were commanded to watch the 
conventicles in all parts of the land, and 
to bind over to the sessions all persons 
found in them praising God, or praying, 
or preaching. Under the operation of this 
impious law, peaceable congregations 
were disturbed in almost every county ; 
ministers were eagerly sought for and 
sent to prison; while thousands of their 
people were confined in Newgate, and 
other jails, until the coronation. In 
every district of the kingdom baptists 
were marked men ; bonds, fines, and re- 
proaches, or death awaited them. The 
celebrated Thomas Grantham and his 
friends laid before the king a petition 
with the following complaints: — “0, 
king! we have been much abused as 
we pass in the streets, and as we sit in 
our houses, been threatened to be 
hanged if heard praying to the Lord in 
our families, and disturbed in our wait~ 
ing upon God by uncivil beating at our 
doors, and sounding of horns; yea, we 
have been stoned when going to our. 
meetings, the windows of the place 
where we have been met struck down 
with stones; yea, taken as evil doers 
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and imprisoned when peaceably met 
together to worship the Most High in the 
use of his most precious ordinances.”* 
They appealed to the higher powers, but 
obtained no redress, for the very justices 
abused them in open court as knaves 
and fanatics; nay more, they fined 
them £20 a month for not going to 
church to hear the book of sports read, 
or the doctrines of popery preached 
by the drunken clergy of the restora- 
tion. 

In London and its vicinity, many of 
the baptists were taken out of their beds 
at midnight by soldiers with drawn 
swords, without authority from a justice 
of the peace ; others were disturbed and 
seized in their religious assemblies, or 
while passing through the streets about 
their lawful business they were taken 
up and carried before magistrates, many 
of whom forgot the dignity of their of- 
fice and the solemnity of their oath. 
From Maidstone jail some of these suf- 
ferers for nonconformity sent to Charles 
a petition couched in terms by no means 
familiar to the ears of that royal de- 
bauchee: “ Not only our lives are in 
danger,” said they, “but also an irre- 
sistible destruction cometh on our wives 
and little ones, by that violence which is 
now exercised on us. Disdain not our 
plainness in speaking, seeing the great 
God accepts-the same. And now, O 
king, that all thy proceedings may be 
such as may be pleasing to the eternal 
God, in whose hands thy and our breath 
is, who ere long will judge both quick 
and dead according to their works, is 
the prayer of thy faithful subjects and 
servants.” 

Similar wrongs were done to the bap- 
tists in Gloucestershire. Cavaliers rode 
about the country, armed with swords 
and pistols, breathing out threatenings 
and slaughter against these sturdy men 


* Taylor's History of the General Baptists. Vol. I. 
pp. 187, 188. 
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of the commonwealth, and abusing their 
families in a shameless manner. One 
minister, in the act of going into his 
pulpit, was very much injured ; another 
was dragged away from his wife, chil- 
dren, and home, and his goods thrown 
into the streets. 

In Buckinghamshire, Benjamin Keach 
had no small share in the sufferings and 
persecution of those times. He was 
often seized in the midst of a sermon, 
and exchanged his pulpit for a prison. _ 
Soldiers were sent into that county by 
the government, with an order to put 
down the meetings of nonconformists in 
every place; and, having found Mr, 
Keach in the act of preaching, they 
rushed upon him like tigers, swearing 
they would take away his life. Four of 
the soldiers made a vow that they would 
trample him to death with their horses. 
For this purpose they laid him on the 
ground, bound him hand and foot, and 
made ready to commit the horrible 
crime. Providence, however, ordained 
otherwise ; for just as they were going 
to spur their horses forward, the officer 
in command interposed, and saved his 
life. Being released from his perilous 
situation, he was tied behind one of the 
dragoons and conveyed to prison, where 
he suffered many hardships before his 
release was obtained. 

Bristol became notorious for the into- 
lerance of churchmen and for the suffer~ 
ings of nonconformists. The ringleaders 
in these persecutions were the bishop, 
the mayor, and a lawyer. On various 
occasions, they broke into the baptist 
meeting-house in Broadmead, under the 
authority of the Conventicle Act, when 
the congregations were disturbed, pul- 
pits were pulled down, benches were 
broken, ministers were seized, ladies 
were thrown out of their chairs, and 
gueey of the people were heavily fined. sh 


* See an interesting account of their soiforings In 
Fuller’s Dissent in Bristol. 
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Not far from the time of which I am 
now writing, the town of Bedford was 
thrown into a state of great excitement 
and indignation against the friends of 
“‘ the Steeple-house,”’ for persecuting the 
members of the baptist church over 
which the glorious Dreamer so ably pre- 
sided. It was a memorable field day to 
the valiant army of constables, soldiers, 
churchwardens, informers, magistrates, 
and other friends of the apostolic church, 
who went from house to house, seizing 
the property of peaceable citizens, be- 
cause they resolved to worship God in 
all the simplicity of a meeting house, 
rather than conform to the pomp and 
parade required by an act of parliament. 
From one person they carried away a 
brass kettle; from another they took a 
quantity of malt ; from a third they stole 
his Sunday coat ; and to these must be 
added a blacksmith’s anvil, and the best 
Seather-bed of a widow. Going to the 
house of John Fen, who was an intimate 
friend of Bunyan, they took away all the 
hats and hatbands in his shop, and the 
next day carried away his household 
goods. In writing a narrative of this 
brilliant campaign, Bunyan said, with 
burning indignation, “ that in despite of 
magna charta, and in defiance of all 
laws and rules of righteousness, neigh- 
bourhood, and humanity,’ these men 
“resolve to ruin the nonconformists, 
though in no wise able to compensate 
for the king and kingdom’s damage 
thereby.” With equal truth, he added, 
* the immediate persecutors are the 
scum of the people.” 

Bunyan himself was an early sufferer 
for his religion after the restoration. 
Bedford is holy ground, not only to the 
baptists, but to every man that admires 


_ genius or loves freedom. The name, 
the memory, the wrongs, and the dream | 


of this illustrious man, will figure in the 
page of history when the hierarchy 
which caused his long imprisonment, 
and against which he hurled his thun- 
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derbolts, is overthrown and forgotten. 
Already the names of his persecutors 
have perished, or else the mention of 
them calls forth the scorn of all generous 
and right-minded men. “Look into 
that damp and dreary cell, through the 
narrow chink, which admits a few scanty 
rays of light, to-render visible to the 
wretched his abode of woe. Behold a 
prisoner, pale and emaciated, seated on 
the humid earth, and pursuing his daily 
task to earn the morsel which prolongs 
his existence and confinement together. 
Near him lies a blind daughter, com- 
pelled to eat the bread of affliction from 
the hard earnings of an imprisoned 
father. Paternal affection binds her to 
his heart, and filial gratitude has long 
made her the companion of his captivity. 
More than ten summer suns have rolled 
over the stone-roofed mansion of his 
misery, whose reviving rays have never 
once penetrated his sad abode. Unfor- 
tunate captive! What is his guilt? 
what are his crimes? Is he a traitor or 
a parricide? a lewd adulterer or a vile 
incendiary ? No! he is a Christian suf- 
ferer. He is none other than the honest 
John Bunyan, languishing through the 
twelfth year of his imprisonment in Bed- 
ford jail, for teaching plain country 
people the knowledge of the scriptures 
and the practice of virtue,”’* 

Such were the palmy days of Claren- 
don and the bishops. Nearly eight 
thousand dissenters died in prison during 
the reign of Charles II. Many of these 
were baptists, and among them are found 
the names of Thomas Delaune and Fran- 
cis Bampfield. Thanks be unto God, 
who put an end to the race of the 
Stuarts, and gave our ancestors the vic- 
tory over black prelacy ! 


A new monarch now appears on the 
throne. James II. entered upon the 
government of this country with the 


———-< 


* Parry’s Pamphlets on Tests, quoted in Philip's 


| Life and Times of Bunyan, page 367. 
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profession of his love’ to popery. Pro- 
testantism and liberty were the objects 
of his intense hatred. By playing off 
churchmen and nonconformists against 
one another, he waited for an opportu- 
nity of bringing back to our beloved land 
the dark and cruel days of popish su- 
premacy. 

During this dismal period, as Mr, 
flume called it, the pious and cha- 
titable Mrs. Gaunt, who was a baptist, 
was burnt to death in London, contrary 
to the laws of God and to all the dic- 
tates of humanity.* About the same 
time the two Hewletts, grandsons of the 
venerable W. Kiffin, were put to death 
in the west of England, the former at 
Lyme, and the latter at Taunton, in the 
counties of Dorset and Somerset; Jef- 
fries filled hundreds of families with la- 
mentation, mourning, and woe. For a 
time it was the reign of terror. Great 
numbers of good men left England, and 
sought a refuge in America and in other 
countries. Liberty, property, and life 
were not safe. But the revolution of 
1688 put an end to the cruelties of 
James and his ministers, who were 
driven from office, or from the nation, 
by the rising up of an indignant-and 
long-oppressed people. 


At the earnest request of William III. 
the Toleration Act was passed, though 
not without encountering strong oppo- 
sition from a party of bigots and tories. 
Persecution ceased in all parts of the 
land ; some respect was shown for the 
rights of conscience ; and dissenters of 
every name obtained liberty to worship 
God in their own way, without exposing 
themselves to any civil penalties. No 
people in the nation had greater cause 
to welcome the Prince of Orange to our 
shores than the baptists; for none suf- 
fered more in the defence of our civil 


* See a short account of this excellent woman in 
the Baptist Magazine, 1839, pp. 252, 253. 
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and religious liberties. Century after 
century beheld the wrongs done to these 
unoffending disciples of Christ ; govern- 
ment after government passed vile laws 
for their suppression, from the reign of 
Henry VIII. down to that of James II., 
—except the time of Cromwell’s ascend- 
ancy ;—they were exposed to the spoil- 
ing of their goods, to banishment, to 
prisons, and to death; in every county 
the clergy and the bishops dragged them 
into the spiritual courts, where they 
felt the tender mercies of the wicked ; 
woods, vales, and hills resounded with 
their midnight hymns and prayers to the 
Saviour: the cells of Newgate were hal- 
lowed by their presence; Smithfield 
heard them rejoicing in the flames of 
martyrdom ; angels saw them die victo- 
riously ; and God rewarded them with 
a crown of life. When the prejudices 
which now govern multitudes of our 
countrymen have been overcome by the 
force of truth, enlightened posterity will 
demand the reason of these atrocities 
being committed upon thousands of the 
baptist denomination, for no other cause 
than that they claimed the rights of 
Englishmen and the privileges of Chris- 
tians. Impartial history will tell future 
generations of our race, that these in- 
jured people were persecuted some hun- 
dreds of years, not for immorality, nor 
for treason, nor for sedition; but for 
defending the rights of conscience, for 
dissenting from the ceremonies of the 
compulsory church, and for their noble 
resolution to obey God rather than man. 
From the unjust decisions of earthly 
tribunals, they made their appeal to the 
Judge of all the earth, at whose bar they 
and their persecutors must one day ap- 
pear, to be rewarded according to their 
deeds. .In the meantime, their record 
and recompense are on high; their 


names, their memories, their virtues, 


have outlived them, and will be handed 
down to distant ages of our world; their — 
faith, their patience, their self-denial, 3 
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their sufferings, and their deaths, con- 
tinue to reprove and to encourage thou- 
sands of the children of God; and the 
time is not far off when the names of 
Bunyan, Kiffin, Delaune, Keach, Bamp- 
field, and others, will become household 
words in the families of the baptist de- 
Nomination. The great Judge of the 
human race will pronounce their eulogy 
at the resurrection of the just, and ever- 
lasting honour will be the recompense 
of their deeds. Peace to their memo- 
ries! Venerated be their names through 
all future ages of the world! 


Let all who may condescend to read 
these pages, be glad that they live in 
times more favourable to civil liberty 
and religious equality than their ances- 
tors did ; that dissenters are no longer 
in fear of the Star Chamber, and the 
Court of High Commission; that the 
Conventicle and Five Mile acts are now 
remembered with scorn, as matters of 
past history, and as the instruments of 
spiritual despotism ; that the Test and 
Corporation acts have been removed 
from our statute-book in the present cen- 
tury, and that society is marching forward 
with quicker steps than ever towards 
the great moral conflicts which will put 
down Antichrist in every shape, and 
usher in the last and best age of the 
world. Kcclesiastical courts, indeed, 
though in a modified form, still exist 
amongst us as relics of the dark and 
cruel times when popery and spurious 
protestantism swayed the destinies of 
our beloved country ; prejudice, custom, 
and education remain in active force 
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against the religious rites of the Baptist 
denomination ; the immersion of beliey- 
ers on a profession of faith in the Son of 
God is often misrepresented, even by 
good men, who boast of their candour, 
charity, and catholicity ; whilst many 
do not scruple to speak of baptists in 
terms of reproach, without taking pains 
to examine their principles, to read 
their history, or to refute their argu- 
ments. From the pulpit, from the 
press, and by the fire-side, the New 
Testament ordinance of belieyer’s bap- 
tism is condemned by an appeal to 
parental affection, to the traditions of a 
superstitious age, to far-fetched analo- 
gies, and to the mysterious efficacy of 
sprinkling children ; while the noble say- 
ing of Chillingworth is forgotten or un- 
dervalued—“ The Bible, the Bible alone, is 
the religion of protestants.” Happier days, 
however, begin to dawn on the churches 
of Christ in this land, where the light of 
heavenly truth has long been obscured 
by the errors of the dark ages, and where 
the minds of our countrymen have been 
held in bondage by the pretensions of 
an arrogant priesthood. Among thou- 
sands of good men there is a growing 
disposition to look upon the Bible as the 
book of the church, the law of the Lord, 
and the only judge that can decide those 
controversies which still divide and 
weaken the friends of a common Chris- 
tianity. Bright and happy times, hail ! 
Prophets foretold your coming; poets 
sang of your blessedness ;_ martyrs be- 
held your dawn; and thousands are 
longing to see the manifestation of your 
meridian glories: 


THE BELIEVER GLORIFIED WITH CHRIST. 


BY THE REY. ROBERT CLARKE. 


Tue believer in the present life is 


vine love; some fresh development of 


always 1 in a prospective condition, wait- | redeeming mercy. Hence he is en- 


ing for 80 = 
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new manifestation of di- | couraged to look forward ; and while he 
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finds that this is not his rest, to arise 
and depart towards that state of purity 
and happiness where, having burst the 
fetters of the flesh, and flung away the 
habiliments of mortality, he will sit down 
with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, in the 
kingdom of God. But even there he 
will be the subject of longing expecta- 
tion, respecting the second coming of 
the Redeemer, and the resurrection of 
the bodies of the saints to immortality 
and eternal glory. But what, dear 
reader, will be your condition, when 
“time shall be no longer,’ when the 
stars shall fall from their orbits, and 
“the elements shall melt with fervent 
heatee= 

Hark! what sounds, like distant thun- 
der, are those which roll through the 
vault of heaven! They are “ the voice 
of the archangel and the trump of God!” 
See, the Judge is coming, at whose aw- 
ful presence the heavens and earth flee 
away! Behold! the tombs are bursting, 
the graves opening, and the convulsed 
earth and agitated ocean are giving up 
their long imprisoned captives. But, 
oh, how glorious, how joyful, how tran- 
scendently blessed are the first gather- 
ings of the rising dead ! 

What an amazing change has passed 
upon the risen body of every believer ! 
It was sown in corruption; it is raised 
in incorruption: it was sown in dis- 
honour; it is raised in glory: it was 
sown in weakness ; it is raised it power: 
it was sown a natural body ; it is raised 
a spiritual body. With what joy and 
confidence do the ransomed throng ad- 
vance to meet the bridegroom; with 
what ecstacy do they hail his long ex- 
pected appearance! Hear the shout of 
holy exultation which bursts from their 
astonished lips! “Lo, this is our God, 
we haye waited for him, and he is come 
to save us.” And, oh, what ineffable 
delight beams in the countenance of 


their Redeemer and Judge, who now, in | 
their risen and glorified condition, sees 
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of “the travail of his soul, and shall be 
for ever satisfied.” To raise them from a 
state of death, from the ruin of the fall, 
from the power of the grave, and the 
miseries of hell, “he who was rich be- 
came poor,” submitted to every kind of 
indignity and insult, “gave his back to 
the smiters and his cheeks to them that 
plucked off the hair.” And now he is 
come to receive them to himself, “ that 
where he is, there they may be also.” 
With what complacency does he behold _ 
those “starry crowns” which shall sparkle 
on their brows for ever! With what joy 
does he welcome them into that king- 
dom of glory prepared for them “ from 
the foundation of the world.” “ There- 
fore are they before the throne of God, 
and serve him day and night in his tem~- 
ple.” They now “see the King in his 
beauty,” bear the palms of victory, 
sing the song of Moses and the Lamb to 
the melody of their golden harps, and 
enjoy unmingled happiness in the de- 
lightful assurance that they “shall be 
for ever with the Lord.” Here they often 
wept on account of their spiritual dark- 
ness, but now their “sun shall never go 
down, neither shall their moon withdraw 
itself; for the Lord shall be their ever- 
lasting light, and the days of their 
mourning are ended.” Now the last 
tear has been wiped away, the last con- 
flict has been sustained, the last enemy 
vanquished, and death itself is swal- 
lowed up in victory. Come, then, my 
dear fellow labourers in the gospel of 
Christ, let us speak unto our respective 
charges, “‘ that they go forward” towards 
that rest which remains for the people of 
God.” And let all my beloved com- 
panions “in the kingdom and patience 
of Jesus Christ,” think of the glory and 
happiness which await them. ‘‘ Beloved 
now are you the sons of God ;” now you 
possess the spirit of adoption ; now, in 
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eth all understanding ; now the pro- 
mises are yours, providence is yours, life 
is yours, death is yours, for “ you are 
Christ’s and Christ is God’s;” “but it 
doth not yet appear what you shall be, 
but when he shall appear you shall be 
like him, for you shall see him as he is.” 


Why then, oh, believer, are you some- 
times ready to despair? Your God is 
almighty and immutable, the same in 
darkness as in light, in trouble as in joy. 
He is able to defend you from every 
danger, to protect you from every foe. 
“ None ever trusted in him and were 
confounded.” He watched over you 
when you were estranged from him, en- 
lightened your understanding, showed 
you your lost condition, constrained 
your soul to pray, proselyted your 
affections to himself, lifted upon you the 
jight of his countenance, and enabled 
you to “sing the Lord’s song in a 
strange land.” And if he had intended 
to have forsaken you, or to leave his 
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work undone, he would not have done 
all this for you, or have “shown you 
such things as these.” Remember, then, 
that the grace you have already re- 
ceived is an earnest and a pledge of 
the glory in reserve ; then lift up your 
head, “for the day of your redemption 
draweth nigh.” “* The Lord is at hand.” 
Soon, very soon, shall you see him in 
the clouds of heaven ; soon be placed at 
his right hand of dignity and honour ; 
soon hear him saying unto you, “ Come, 
ye blessed of my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of {the world;” soon shall 
you enter the pearly gates, walk the 
golden streets of the new Jerusalem, 
drink full draughts from the fountain of 
living waters, and pluck new fruit from 
the tree of life, which grows in the 
midst of the paradise of God. May 
“the Lord-direct your hearts into the 


love of God, and into the patient wait- 
ing for Christ.” 
Oswestry. 


NOTES OF A SERMON BY THE LATE REV. JOHN FOSTER. 


Preached at Frampton, Feb. 21, 1886. 


“ They did not like to retain God in their knowledge.” —Romans i. 28. 


Tuts plainly tells, that it may be a 
very bad reason to show for doing a 
thing or not, for men to say that they 
do, or do not, “ like” it. 

—Men should suspiciously bring their 
“liking” and not liking under judgment. 

—Apostle, describing the state of the 
heathen world, sunk into a frightful de- 
pravity—to show it was high time for a 
new dispensation — their estrangement 
Srom God both a cause and a Soren ce 
of that depravity— 

—Shows that, though they were with- 


out a special revelation, yet “ without 
excuse ;” for did, or might, know some- 
thing of God. 

—But besides, there had been a reve- 
lation, the loss of which was owing to 
the depravity of the successive genera-— 
tions—Voah. 

—But not liking to retain the true God 
in their xnow.Eepen, they had changed 
religion into idolatry—they could not 
become arnrists—and that wickedness 
had hastened their desperate descent in- 
to all other. 
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+ Such the heathen world; but this 
is not a thing peculiar to then— 

No ; it is the fallen nature of man, in 
all ages and regions: 

It is so, all but as far as divine grace 
repairs. 

Let any one soberly look at the fact, 
and judge. 

Is it not the fact, that men in general 
do not look to the state of their minds, 
to take special care that God be retained 
there P 

—In passing through the vast succes- 
sion and variety of thoughts about things 
they know, do they often check them- 
selves, as it were, to say, “ But there is 
God for me to think of ?” 

—On looking into them, and being 
conscious that he is too little there, is it a 
matter of sincere grief and self-reproach? 

Is it a welcome thought when sug- 
gested P 

Are those things that suggest it par- 
ticularly acceptable ? 

Is there an earnest wish and endeavour 
to keep it much in the mind, and to re- 
call it that it be not too long absent— 
and, an attention to those things that, 
as means, tend and contribute to do soP 

Look into His Word.—Look on the 
creation as his—Look at events as his 
doing. 

No, no; the mournful truth is, that 
there is an indisposition—a reluctance— 
to retain, or to admit, the thought of 
God. 


It may be added, as to one large 
portion of men (even in this called Chris- 
tian land), that they are very little and 
seldom troubled with any thought of 
God at all. 

(Even his name, very often pro- 
fanely uttered by them, hardly raises 
the thought.) 


+ But now, is not all this very strange, 
as well as very wrong, if we consider 
that God is infinitely the greatest, most 
glorious being in existence ? 
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—That all things in the universe have 
had their existence from him, and are 
kept in existence by him. 

—That, therefore, all things, ourselves 
as much as everything else, strictly be- 
long to him. 

—That we, as individuals (one and 
one), are sustained by him, especially 
and singly ;—“ in him, live and move,” 
&e. 

—Every good, of every kind, his gift 


directly: that being ever present, every- - 


where he observes, and knows every- 
thing about us. 

—That we are accountable to him, 
and shall be brought to account, as our 
Judge. 

—That we can be happy, no way, 
now, and through all eternity, but in his 
favour. 


+ And yet, not to like to think of him! 

Oh! it is amazingly strange! > 

How comes it—a thing so monstrous, 
so plainly contrary to all reason ? 

—One thing may be, that we live so 
much in and by our sensés—our mere 
bodily state—that we do not easily 
realize what is invisible—spiritual— 

(A degree of excuse in this)—Faith 
not so easy a thing as sight: 

—But far worse than this; 

—We do not like “the thought of a 
sovereign, absolute Lawgiver,” that says 
in an awful voice, I REQUIRE YOU TO SUB- 
JecT To my witb! (for, we would like 
the privilege of doing and being what 
we “like.’’) 

—To our corrupt nature there are at- 
tractions in sin. We do not like that 
there should be an authority that, as it 
were, writes on each sinful thing that 


pleases, “ Do this, and I will punish you | 


for it.” : 


—Do not like “the idea of a Power 3 


that they cannot escape from,” here or 
hereafter, 


—And then to be reminded of great 


and continual obligations of gratitude to 
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a being not loved, increases the dislike : 
glad if the good could be had otherwise 
than by God’s giving it. 

—And the judgment—at last to meet 
him there—it is an unwelcome thought. 


T In all this God is regarded more as 
an enemy than a friend. 

—We do not Jove to think of that 
which we fear, if we can help it. 


+ And it is very marvellous how 
much, in this instance, it can be helped 
—avoided ;—astonishing to reflect how 
long the thinking spirit can be in exer- 
cise, with how little thought of God. 

(As a man may look at a thousand 
things, and never think of the sun, that 
gives the light on them all.) 


+ But now, what is the tendency, the 
natural consequence, of this estrangement 
of the mind from thoughts of God? 

—The apostle describes them as 
among the heathen people : : 

—aAnd everywhere, and always, the 
tendency must be to give men up to sin. 

— Other considerations—circumstances 
—may contribute to restrain—limit—but 
the thought of God being rejected, will 
take off the most solemn restraint of all. 

-—Then the evil propensities of the 
heart will have all their power ; 

—aAnd temptation coming in will not 
meet the chief, resisting power. 

(City assailed, and no great captain 
to command in the defence.) 

The just ideas—God being excluded, 
there are certain to be a great many 
vain, and useless, and evil things at 
work in the mind. 

—This wanting, there will be but a 
very faint, uncertain discernment be- 
tween good and evil ; 

—<And a slight sense of the importance 
of the difference: the right knowledge 
of God the only light. 
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A delusive self-judgment, and a dan- 
gerous security.—Without right know- 
ledge of him, there will be none of 
ourselves. 

This estrangement from the thoughts 
of God “ will increase unto more ungod- 
liness ;” it will confirm itself by degrees 
into a hopeless insensibility ; so that the 
thought of him will less and less come 
into the mind, and with still less im- 
pression—( thoughtless old age.) 


+ But now, all this is miserable and 
dreadful to think of. 

The danger, the possibility of being 
in such a case, ought to alarm and 
arouse us. 

If we feel the dislike’ in the text,—if 
we feel it in any degree,—it is not a 
thought to be let alone. 

It is a mortal enemy, as if an-eyvil 
spirit possessed the soul. 

So far we reject our best and Almighty 
Friend, and all that his favour would 
confer on us, in time and eternity. 

What is it but to dislike the con- 
sideration of what he can give to us, 
and do for us P 

For “not liking” to have him in our 
thoughts, there is no reproach too in- 
dignant, too bitter, for us to pronounce 
on ourselyes: and in this we should 
“judge that we be not judged.” 

—We should resolutely set ourselves 
to strive against this hateful and fatal 
disposition of the soul: 

And earnestly implore him not to let 
us forget him—be estranged from him. 

—Lament to him, penitently, that 
there should be such a thing in us. 

—Entreat him, in the name of our 
Lord, to take strong and absolute pos- 
session of us. 

—To make the knowledge of: him 


| clear and bright upon our spirits, “ shin- 


ing more and more unto the perfect, the 
everlasting day.” 
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ANECDOTES OF THE LATE DUKE OF KENT. 


The’ excellent little book recently published by Mr. Innes of Edinburgh, under the title of 
“ Responsibility, or Improve your Privileges,’ contains a passage which it will afford pleasure 
to many of our readers that we should extract, though one of the facts appeared in our pages a 


few years ago. 


His royal highness the late Duke of 
Kent, during his late illness, asked his 
physician if he was accustomed to pray? 
“Please your royal highness, I hope I 
say my prayers; but shall I bring a 
prayer book?” “No,” was the reply, 
‘what I mean is, that if you are accus- 
tomed to pray for yourself, you could 
pray for me in my present situation.” 
The doctor then asked if he should call 
the duchess? Do,” said the prince. 
The duchess came, and offered up a 
most affecting prayer in behalf of her 
beloved husband. 

On another occasion, when the duke 
expressed some concern about the state 
of his soul in the prospect of death, his 
physician endeavoured to sooth his mind 
by referring to his high respectability 
and his honourable conduct in the dis- 
tinguished situation in which providence 
had placed him, when he stopped him 
short, saying, “ No, remember if I am to 
be saved, it is not as a prince, but asa 
sinner.” 

When his royal highness felt that he 
was approaching the termination of his 


earthly career, he desired the infant 

princess to be placed before him while 

he fsat] up in bed. In this posture he 

offered up a most affecting prayer over 

her, the last part of which was to this 
effect, if not in this very language, that 

“Tf ever this child should be Queen 

of England, she might rule in the fear of 
God.” Having uttered these words, he 

said, “ Take the child away,” and this 

was the last time he ever beheld her. 

Who is not prepared to join in the 

prayer, that this last petition of a dying 

parent may be found graciously and 

eminently answered. 


These particulars I received from the 
late Rev. Legh Richmond, chaplain to 
his royal highness, and he had them 
from the medical gentleman himself 
(now, I believe, also dead), when they 
were travelling together to attend the 
funeral. They appeared too interesting 
to be left unrecorded, especially when 
we recollect the relation his royal high- 
ness bore to the beloved sovereign of 
these realms. 


BELSHAZZAR’S DOOM. 


Chaldea’s vain king in the height of his pride, 
Made a feast to his princes and peers, 


And caroused in their presence the grape’s ruby tide ; 


His wives and his concubines sat by his side, 
And presumption had banished his fears. 


In derision he cried, “‘ Ought this delicate wine 
To be drunk from our wine-cups profane ? 
’ Go, bring us the vessels our slaves deem divine, 
Which my sire brought in triumph from Salem’s fair shrine, 
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When the Jews on their God called in vain.” 
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The mandate is quickly obeyed, and behold, 
Every vessel is filled to the brim! 
They drink, and great Babylon’s gods are extolled, 
Her idols of silver, of wood, and of gold, 
Are exalted and praised in their hymn. 


The last note was sung, but its sweet dulcet sound 
Seemed to vibrate on each raptured ear, 
When slowly the king raised his eyes from the ground, 
They fell on an object that well might confound, 
And appal e’en the boldest with fear. 


The aspen will quiver, though silent the breeze, 

And the oak by the tempest will fall, 
But what shakes Belshazzar? why tremble his knees ? 
Why changes his visage ? what is it he sees? 

Tis the finger of God on the wall! 


Jehovah himself writes thy doom on that wall, 
And in characters bright as the sun, 
He proclaims, that Belshazzar and Babel must fall ; 
Tis vain on thy gods or diviners to call, 
For the race of thy folly is run. 


This night shall pale terror triumphantly ride 
O’er thy host, and their courage shall fail ; 

And Jerusalem’s God, whom thou oft hast defied, 

Descending in vengeance, shall humble thy pride, 
And thy crest before Cyrus shall quail. 


Hark ! whence come these shouts through the echoing air? 
From the Mede and the Persian brave ; 
Where now are thy gods, mighty monarch, say where? 
Proud worm they have left thee, shut up in despair, 
To descend to an infamous grave ! 


Tis finished ! Belshazzar lies wrapt in his gore, 
And Babylon’s glory hath flown ; 

Her princes and heroes no tongue shall deplore, 

Her beauty and grandeur no hand shall restore, 
Desolation shall reign on her throne. 


Thy broad wall, O Babylon, never shall rise ; 

Never more shall thy palaces shine ; < 
Thy temple of Belus, which threatened the skies, 
Is fallen for ever, and perishing lies, 

Being swept by a tempest divine. 


Bright pages in prophecy point to the time 
When ie wena . aia pemiee shall bloom ; ; 
When the light of the cross, shedding glory sublime, 
Shall bless every nation and gild every clime, 
Though destruction is Babylon’s doom. 


Rowley, March 12th. 
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Statistics of the New Connexion of General 
Baptists ; from its formation in 1770, to 
1843. By the Rev. James Taytor of 
Hinckley. Edited by J. Goavsy, Leicester. 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch. 8vo. pp. 88. 


What are.the General Baptists ? What 
are the Particular Baptists? Wherein do 
they differ from each other, and where- 
in from those baptists who assume 
no such distinctive epithets? These 
are questions frequently asked, and 
which it is desirable that every in- 
telligent member of. our denomination 
should be able to answer. The replies 
given are however very commonly incor- 
rect. It is supposed by many, both inand 
out of our own connexion, that general 
baptists are baptists who practise open 
communion, and particular baptists, 
baptists who receive none to the Lord’s 
table who have not been immersed. 
Nothing can be more erroneous. The 
distinction has not the slightest reference 
to fellowship with the unbaptized ; and, 
in point of fact, the general baptist 
churches are mostly in favour of strict 
communion. The appellation, general 
baptists, comprehends all baptists who 
disavow the doctrinal system technically 
called Calvinism. The words general 
and particular relate to redemption ; and 
the statement which has been most com- 
mon is that the one class are believers in 
general redemption, and the other class 
-believers in particular redemption. But 
even this is liable to misconstruction. Of 
the particular baptists, a very large pro- 
portion believe the atonement to have 
been unlimited ; while some who call 
themselves general baptists reject the 
atonement altogether. Among those 
general baptists who honour Christ as 
the Redeemer, also, there are great varia- 
tions of opinion, some among them ap- 
proximating so closely to the views of the 
most popular particular baptist theolo- 
gians that it requires great nicety of per- 
ception to discern the precise difference 
between the one and the other. The 
definition least likely to mislead is per- 
haps this; that the general baptists dis- 
claim Calvinism, and that the views of 
Calvin are, with certain modifications, 


professed by those who are called par- 
ticular baptists. 2 ; 
The publication before us will rectify 
some prevalent mistakes, while it gives 
acceptable information respecting the 
present condition of the most evange- 
lical section of general baptists. Many 


of our readers will be gratified if we. 


make such extracts as will elucidate the 
rise, progress, and present state of the 
body with whose sanction it has been 
committed to the press. 

The New Connexion of General Bap- 
tists was formed a little more than 
seventy years ago, by a few churches of 
the denomination who lamented the de- 
parture of the body at large from the 
principles of gospel truth. One who 
was present on the occasion, and whose 
papers were placed, after his death, in 
the hands of the editor of this magazine, 
described the previous condition of the 
general baptist denomination thus :— 
** According to the best information I 
have obtained, the general baptists were 
formerly more numerous in the king- 
dom at large, than at present ; and their 
principles in general were more evyange- 
lical, But as they declined in their 


doctrinal sentiments, their churches have > 


declined in proportion. By what I can 
learn, the general baptists in Northamp- 
tonshire, about the time of my grand- 


father, were in a flourishing state ; but 
it seems that since that period, I sup- 


pose about 1730, or 1740, they have 
declined in every view. They main- 
tained the common doctrine of the 


trinity agreeably to the views of those © 
who are deemed strictly evangelical ; and’ 


in that county I never found in them any 


-deviation from that form of sound words. 


They likewise maintained the doctrine 
of justification by the righteousness of 
Jesus Christ ; but since that time, and 


in my younger years, they inclined to 


what may be called Arminianism. Their 
views of the gospel, their faith in, and 
dependence upon, Jesus Christ were 
such, that they gave evidence of being 
good men and real Christians ; but there 
was a defect in their preaching. They 
did not enter into the glory of the gos- 
pel, nor trace its ipbculint excellencies, 
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They did not open the depravity, the 
guilt, and the helpless state of mankind, 
in such a way as was calculated to alarm 
the conscience, or to bring the sinner to 
disclaim all self-confidence. Nor did 
they so preach as to encourage sinners 
to look to Christ, to direct the heavy 
laden to relief or to promote the real 
consolation and establishment of be- 
lievers. And to this cause, a defect in 
their preaching, which was the conse- 
quence of wrone principles, may be 
traced the declension in vital religion, 
and the low state of their churches, 
which has since taken place among 
them. In Northamptonshire their con- 
gregations at different places were con- 
sidered not as distinct churches, but as 
one church only. in my younger years 
there was constant preaching at Moul- 
ton, Burton Latimer, Buckley, Kilsby, 
and very frequently at Braunstone, Ra- 
vensthorpe, Spratton, Scaldwell, &c., and 
it seemed to be a point with them that 
they were all one church. And though 
most of the ministers preached more 
constantly at those places at or near 
which they resided, and those who were 
pastors more constantly administered the 
Lord’s supper there, yet there was a 
mutual intercourse, and each of the pas- 
tors administered the ordinance as occa- 
sion required, at the different places 
where it was attended to. At present 
the general baptist interest in that county 
is nearly or quite extinct. Their declen- 
sion in principles and preaching, proved 
the annihilation of the denomination. 
_ They declined gradually, and as they de- 
clined more evangelical preaching took 
place, and particular baptist churches 
became established on the ruins of the 
others.’ There is not, I believe, at pre- 
sent a minister or a meeting of that 
denomination in the county.” This was 
written about fifty years ago, by the 
venerable John Stanger, who died at 
Bessel’s Green in 1823. 

The proceedings of the meeting at 
which the New Connexion was formed, 
are described thus-in a document to 

_which the names of nineteen ministers 
who participated in them are appended. 


_ % The proceedings of an Assembly of Free 
Grace General Baptists, formed in the year 
of our Lord 1770, with a design to revive 
Experimental Religion, or Primitive Chris. 


tianity, in Faith and Practice. London, | 


June 7, 1770.~ ‘ 


“ At our assembly held June 7 and 8, 1770, at | duces good works, 
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| brother John Brittain’s meeting-house, Church 


Lane, Whitechapel, London, Dan Taylor ap- 
pointed chairman, Jno. Knott, Wm. Thomp- 
son, moderators. 

“ Having sought the Lord by prayer, for his 
direction and blessing, some articles of religion 
proposed, agreed upon, and signed. 

“N.B. We agree that no minister be per- 
mitted to join this assembly but what subscribe 
the articles we have now agreed upon, and that 
those who do subscribe them and afterwards 
depart from them, shall be considered as no 
longer belonging to this assembly. 


“ Article Ist. On the fail of man. We be- 
lieve that man was made upright in the image 
of God, free from all disorders natural and 
moral, capable of obeying perfectly the will and 
commands of God his maker; yet capable of 
sinning, which he unhappily did, and thereby 
laid himself under the divine curse, which we 
think could include nothing less than the mor- 
tality of the body, and the eternal punishment of 
the soul. His nature also became depraved, and 
his mind defiled, and the powers of his soul are 
weakened,—that both he was, and his posterity 
are, captives of Satan, till set at liberty by Christ. 


“ Article 2nd, On the nature and perpetual 
obligations of the moral law. We believe that 
the moral Jaw not only extends to the outward 
actions of the life, but to all the powers and 
faculties of the mind, to every desire, temper, 
and thought; that it demands our entire devo- 
tion of all the powers and faculties of both body 
and soul to God; or, in our Lord’s words, to 
love the Lord with ail our heart, mind, soul, 
and strength,—that this law is of perpetual 
duration and obligation to all men, at all times, 
and in all places or parts of the world. And we 
suppose this law was obligatory to Adam in his 
perfect state, and was more clearly revealed in 
the ten commandments, and more fully ex- 
plained in many other parts of the bible, ; 


“ Article 3rd. On the person and work of 
Christ. We believe that our Lord Jesus Christ 


is God and man united in one person, or pos- —~_ 


sessed of divine perfections united to the human 
nature, in a way which we pretend not to ex- 
plain, but think ourselves bound by the word of 
God firmly to believe ; that he suffered to make 
a full atonement for all the sins of all men, and 
that hereby he has wrought out for us a com- 
plete salvation which is received by, and as 
a free gift communicated to all that believe in ~ 
him, without the consideration of any works 
done by us, in order to entitle us to this salva- 
tion. Though we firmly believe that no faith is 
the means of justification, but that which pro- 
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“ Article 4th. On salvation by faith. We 
believe that as this salvation is held forth to all 
to whom the gospel revelation comes, without 
exception, we ought, in the course of our minis- 
try, to propose or offer this salvation to all those 
who attend our ministry ; and having opened to 
them their ruined, wretched state by nature and 
practice, to invite all, without exception, to look 
to Christ by faith, without any regard to any~ 
thing in, or done by, themselves, that they may, 
in this way alone, that is, by faith, be possessed 
of this salvation. 


“ Article 5th. On regeneration by the Holy 
Spirit. We believe that as the scriptures assure 
us we are justified, made the children of God, 
purified, and sanctified by faith ; when a person 
comes to believe in Jesus (and not before) he is 
regenerated, or renewed in his soul by the Spirit 
of God through the instrumentality of the word 
now embraced and believed, which renewal of 
his soul naturally produces holiness in heart and 
life, that this holiness is the means of preparing 
us for the enjoyments and employments of the 
heavenly world, and of preserving in our souls a 
comfortable sense of our interest in the Lord, 
and of our title to glory, as well as to set a good 
example before men, and to recommend our 
blessed Redeemer’s cause to the world, 


“ Article 6th. On baptism. We believe that 
it is the indispensable duty of all who repent and 
believe the gospel, to be baptized by immersion 
in water, in order to be initiated into a church 
state, and that no person ought to be received 
into the church without submission to that 
ordinance,”—Pp. 9, 10, 


In drawing up these articles, it was 
the design of the framers to leave open 
some questions on which they differed, 
and include those truths alone in which 
they were united, It is important to 
remember too that their object was not 
to define the differences between them- 
selves and particular baptists, or to give 
an independent compendium of Chris- 
tian doctrine; but to point out the line 
of demarcation between themselves and 
the dominant party in their own “ Gene- 
ral Assembly.” Differing on the final 
perseverance of the saints, for example, 


they did not think it necessary to deter-.| 


mine or-say crime: respecting it. Mr. 
Taylor remarks, “ The six articles on 
which the connexion was formed, were 
not designed to embrace all the doctrines 
which the scripture contains, or which a 
minister might believe and teach ; but 
more especially they meant to exhibit 
some essential doctrmes, in which they 


THE GENERAL BAPTISTS. 


differ from the Arian and Socinian bap- 
tists, who, without a just claim, have 
retained the name ‘General Baptists’ 
when they have renounced the doctrines 
of that denomination.” 

Mr. Taylor’s table of contents will be 
to many the best recommendation of his 
work, 


PART L 

A few annual minutes of the first associa- 
tions of the New Connexion. 
PART II, 

A tabular list of the first fifteen years of the 


New Connexion, chronologically arranged, show- _ 


ing the time of the union of each church. Also 
annual lists of the associations and representa- 
tives for the same period. 


PART III. 

A list of the New Connexion from 1785 to 
1840, stating in periods of five years the number 
of churches and members. With the names of 
some of the ministers of each church. 


PART Iv. 

A list of these churches which have been 
added to the New Connexion since the close of 
the General Baptist History, i. e. since 1817. 
The date of their union, the number of mem- 
bers, and the names of their ministers, where 
possible, is here displayed. Brief notices of the 
several churches are subjoined. ~ 


PART Y, 
A lamentable catalogue of such churches as 
have become extinct, or left the Connexion 
since its formation. To this some remarks are 


subjoined on each church, showing some of the . 


causes of their declension, 


PART VI. 

The statistics of the New Connexion; or a 
list of all the associations that have been held 
from 1770 to 1840. Stating the places where 
they were held, the number of members, of 


baptized, of dead, of representatives, yearly, 
&ce., &c, , ; 


PART VIL. 4 
A list of all the ministers who have died in 
the Connexion, With some reference to their 
biography. : 


. PART. VIII. 


A list of those ministers who have left the 


Connexion. 


PART IX. agad 
A list of living ministers, now employed at 


home or abroad ; but not so easy to give their —— 


a a 


yr, <o * 
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characters, abilities, &c. Though more has been 
done in several instances than a recapitulation 
of their names, this is nearly all that we can 
now prudently present to the public. Memoirs 
of many of our departed ministers are published, 
and much is known of those who are gone from 
us, so that a larger volume than this might be 
filled with the three last lists. But every con- 
sideration forbids the attempt at present.—Pp. 
7; 8. 


The present number of churches in 
this connexion is 129 ; and the aggregate 
of members 17,076. One hundred and 
forty-one names are in the list of living 
ministers, and one hundred and twenty- 
three have died in the connexion. In 
the catalogue of ministers who have left 
the connexion, we find the names of 
Abraham Austin, Abraham Booth, Wil- 
Jiam Catton, William Goodrich, John 
Green, R. G. Le Maire, J. B. Shenston, 
and others who became pastors of par- 
ticular baptist churches. Appended to 
a list of extinct and separated churches 
are some remarks on the causes of de- 
clensions which have taken place in the 
general baptist denomination, worthy of 
the perusal not only of Christians who 
belong to that body, but of others. “On 
the face of their history,” says the au- 
thor, “* we must see a dereliction of sen- 
timent, and a rejection of the peculiar 
and most important doctrines of the 
gospel,—human depravity—the divinity 
and atonement of Christ—justification by 
faith, &c. But the question returns, why 
have the general baptists fallen into these 
destructive errors more than the inde- 
pendents and the particular baptists P” 
The observations that follow are written 
in a candid spirit, and in a candid spirit 
they deserve to be considered. After 
adverting to local and personal circum- 
stances which had influence in some 
cases, Mr. Taylor says, 


“But the foregoing remarks, however just, 
do not solve the difficulty, nor account for the 
dissolution of scores of general baptist churches, 
the names of which are hardly now recoverable. 
We would suggest the following solutions :— 

“1, It is manifest that the introduction of 
Arianism and Socinianism, has wrought the 
destruction of many churches, This cannot be 
reasonably doubted or denied. It is an undeni- 
able fact, that the churches which have imbibed 
these sentiments, have regularly declined. Not 
all alike; peculiar circumstances may have re- 
tarded, and even prevented the final catastrophe, 
It might be pleaded in bar of these remarks, 
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that the sentiments in question are not of 
so deleterious a nature, if any churches could 
be found which, after their adoption, have im- 
proved in spirituality, zeal for the salvation 
of souls, or even in the numbers of worshippers. 
On the contrary, just in proportion as churches 
have forsaken evangelical principles, they have 
declined in real Christianity, and generally in 
numbers. We would not withhold the meed 
due to some men of these sentiments. Some 
Socinians have been useful members of society 
and better moral characters than some pro- 
fessors of the genuine gospel. The gospel is 
not the cause; tis hypocrisy, and an assump- 
tion of the Christian character, by the un- 
worthy. 

«2. But we are still out at sea, and appear as 
if we were afraid to grapple with the confound- 
ing inquiry, ‘ Why have so many general bap- 
tist churches sunk into Socinianism? Why 
have more of our churches fallen into decay, 
than the churches of the independents and par- 
ticular baptists ?? Will the reader be able to 
exercise patience, and wait for some explana- 
tion, if I answer, it has arisen from their hatred 
of Calvinism? They have been justly disgusted 
with the supralapsarian schemes and antinomian 
errors of the Calvinists. And when they have 
held forth the truth, the general baptists have 
been unable to receive it at their hands, because 
they have been so prejudiced against its de- 
fenders. The young -readers, and especially 
young ministers, will forgive a reference to a 
poor man at Derby, Francis Thorpe. He had 
been brought up a Catholic; when a young man 
he wandered to London, and was awakened un- 
der the ministry of Mr. Romaine. He settled 
afterwards in Derby, and was a member of our 


church when we had only five brethren in the _ 


town. He kept meeting for us when in want of 
a preacher, and spoke very affectionately and 
usefully. As he was advanced in years and 
experience, I took a pleasure in his conver- 
sation. One of his remarks I cannot forget : 
‘ The general baptists,’ he said, ‘are so afraid of 
Calvinism, that they get from it as far as they 


can : whereas they ought to keep as near to it as” 


possible, without embracing its errors.” Where 
this antipathy prevails, it has always led to the 


derogation of grace. In proportion as the grace — 


of God is undervalued, pride and self-sufficiency 
gain ground. Prayer is oft only a form; and 
earnest looking to God alone for salvation, 
seldom practised. Reason has been enthroned 
above revelation; the writings of so called 
rational dissenters have been regarded more 
than those of Paul or John. The fundamental 
doctrine of the general baptists, that Christ 
died for all and rendered salvation possible ta 


_ 
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all, has been perverted into universal restoration 
of all, without faith or repentance in this world. 

“ An unbounded liberality towards all pro- 
fessors, if they were baptists, and especially 
if they were not Calvinists, marked the general 
baptists of the last century. This led them 
to slight confessions. They had justly taken 
offence at the subscriptions of creeds and articles 
imposed on men in former ages, and went to 
the contrary extreme. They esteemed theoreti- 
eal errors of small moment provided the out- 
ward conduct was passable. No wonder the 
peculiar doctrines of the cross were forgotten; 
and no wonder that negligence, disorder, and 
sin, gained ground. Nothing but the grace of 
God ean maintain religion in the heart or in 
the ehurch. By such means, I apprehend, num- 
bers of presbyterian, baptist, and quaker societies 
have dwindled away. As Mr. D, Taylor said, 
in his day, ‘They have forsaken Christ, and 
Christ has forsaken them.’ 

“On the other hand, the independents, and 
especially the particular baptists, have been 
very tenacious of their sentiments. At the 
head of the minutes of their associations, an- 
nually they set forth an abstract of their creed: 
« Maintaining inviolably the important doctrines 
of three equal persons in the godhead—eternal 
and personal election,’ &e. There is no doubt 
in the mind of every general baptist that they 
hold some’errors; but they hold important say- 
ing truths,—the divinity and atonement of 
Christ, and the need of grace in our regenera- 
tion, are essential, When these are rejected we 
are cast on our own resources, and they are not 
sufficient to help or save. 

“3. Another reason for the declension of our 
churches will be found in the endowments which 
have been attached to many of our places of 
worship in former times. This circumstance 
speaks loudly in praise of our forefathers. They 
were zealous in support of the cause whilst liv- 
ing, and liberal beyond the grave. They had 
experienced great difficulties in supporting the 
cause and maintaining their ministers. They 
fondly hoped to prevent the recurrence of these 
difficulties in future, by leaving lands and houses 
for the support of their ministers for ever. Vain 
hopes! Their for ever has proved a short eter- 
nity in many instances. The temptation of an 
annual income independent of the subscriptions 


of the people, has often been too strong; and 


wicked men have crept into many endowed 
places to obtain an idle living; regardless of 
the welfare of the cause, they have sought their 


own ends, ‘The laws of the land have generally 


protected them in the enjoyment of their ill- 


gotten goods ; religion has suffered ; the care of | 


the church has been neglected ; sin has assumed 
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a more daring aspect; the Spirit has fled; and 
Satan triumphed. If even a good man have 
obtained an endowment, it generally has cor- 
rupted him. When every one but himself has 
seen the propriety of his laying aside an office 
for which he was never very fit, but has become 
manifestly more so, he cannot do it ; he has no 
other means of obtaining his bread, He cannot 
remove ; no church will employ him, Old age 
and infirmities, the sure attendants of life, ren- 
der the incumbent an incumbrance; and be- 
fore death releases the church from its pastor, 
much of the life and vigour of religion have 
declined. Two or three ministers of this de- 


scription serve to extinguish a cause; and then - 


the property is seized and held by some trustee, 
or relation, or robber; and both religion and 
riches lost to the general baptists. 

“That there are honourable exceptions to 
these remarks is cheerfully admitted. But, 
alas! they are exceptions. Perhaps we may 
be asked why endowments do not operate thus 
in other denominations? They do; and many 
societies have been destroyed by them. In the 
establishment, however, they are less injurious ; 
the property is public, and better secured : and 
though a clergyman be a drone, or an epicure, 
he cannot alienate the glebe and parsonage ; 
and there are sometimes hopes of his successor. 

“4, The baptists, and especially the general 
baptists, have suffered severely from persecu- 
tion. By this they have learnt the value and 
nature of religious liberty. Probably the bap- 
tists and quakers are the only denominations 
that have not been polluted with the blood 
of their fellow Christians. Perhaps no writers 
have exceeded some Socinian writers in defence 
of liberty, civil and religious. Have not some 
general baptists been drawn by the able, liberal, 
and learned writings of a Priestley and others, in 
behalf of liberty and science, to embrace even 
their errors ? 

“5. In the ruin of churches, much blame 
attaches to the ministers. The clergy, in all 
ages and in many instances, have been injurious 
to real religion, At the same time it must be 
allowed that they have been the principal sup- 
porters of Christianity. Where no error has 
been allowed in the minister’s creed, even the 
most evangelical ministers have not always 
been successful. The minister’s head and no- 
tions may be right, when his heart and affec- 
tions are wrong. Pride and idleness have eaten 
out the vital of religion, A minister has con- 


nived at the sins of a rich lord brother, on whom | 


he has depended, and all discipline has fallen ; 
for except it be impartial, it cannot be effectual. 
One fault of weak ministers is seldom noticed ; 


they are very backward to encourage young = 


pee Saami 
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-men in preparatory exercises for the ministry. 
Hence they have none to, assist or enliven 
their devotions, when old age creeps on. They 
seem afraid of a rival, and therefore have no 
helper. Declension is the necessary result ,”— 
Pp. 71—74. 


In this article, it is not our design to 
criticize, or to argue ; else we should be 
inclined to enforce some of these views, 
and to suggest modifications of others. 
All that we wish to do at present is to 
report. We are somewhat disappointed 
that the work does not give any inform- 


ation respecting the public institutions 
that our general baptist brethren main- 
tain, We know that they have a mis- 


sion; we know that they have an 
academy for theological students; and 
we know that by some of them our 
omission of their institutions in our 
December statistics has. been deemed 
an indication of an unfriendly spirit. 
Of any such spirit we are not aware; 
but we have never been in possession 
of the requisite knowledge of facts, and 
in all such cases we prefer silence to 
inaccuracy. We receive this pamphlet 
with pleasure, and are glad to cherish a 
persuasion which it is adapted to con- 
firm, that we and our brethren of the 
New Connexion are not so far from each 
other as some persons of each party may 
suppose. 
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Sacred Meditations; or an Exegetical, Critical, 
and Doctrinal Commentary on the Gospel of 
St. John. By Cuarues Curistian Tirr- 
MANN, D.D., Consistorial Counsellor to the 
King of Saxony, Superintendent of the 
Churches of Dresden, &c, With additional 
Notes from the Commentaries of Tholuck, 
Lricke, Kuiniel, and Storr. Translated from 
the Latin, by James Young. Vol. f. Edin- 
burgh: Clark. pp. 433. 


The author of this work which was published 
at Dresden in the year 1816, is not the Dr. 
Tittmann to whom the world is indebted for 
“ Remarks on the Synonyms of the New Testa- 
ment;” but a man of similar views and habits. 
He tells us that from his early years he has 
taken great delight in the perusal of the sacred 
writings, and has spent the greatest and most 
pleasant part of his life in the study and exposi- 
tion of them; but that he has a decided prefer- 
ence for the Gospel of John, and is of opinion 
that among the sacred writings it holds the 
chief place. It can scarcely be necessary, after 
this declaration is known, that we should say 
that he is a firm believer in the Deity of Christ, 
The nature and tendency of recent works writ- 
ten by his contemporaries and countrymen, 
manifestly at variance with the mind of the 
evangelist and of the Lord Jesus himself, was 
one inducement to commit this work to the 
press, combined, as he adds, with the bape of 
contributing something for the defence of the 


dignity of John’s gospel, the glory of the Lord | 


Jesus, the excellency of his work of redemption, 
and the truth of evangelical doctrine. The ex- 
position is critical, and will yield greater advan- 
tage to those who are competent to examine | 
and judge for themselves than to the public | 
at large. The system of interpretation is not 
quite as close, in some cases, as we could wish ; 


for example,-a phrase under consideration is 
often said to be equivalent to another phrase, 
and then the meaning assigned to it is derived 
from that other phrase rather than from the 
signification of the words themselves, It is, 
however, a valuable book, especially for minis- 
ters, to whom it will suggest some new interpre- 
tations, which if they do not adopt they will yet 
think worth consideration. This volume, which 
is on the first ten chapters of the gospel, con- 
stitutes the forty-fourth of Clark’s Biblical 
Cabinet, 


Cyclopedia of Biblical Literature. By Joun 
Kirro, Editor of the Pictorial Bible, &c., &c., 
Assisted by variousable Scholars and Divines. 
Part XII, Edinburgh: A. and C. Black. 
8yo. pp. 84. 


The first volume, which comprises 884 pages, 
includes the letter H. In the subsequent por- 
tion of this Part we find an elaborate defence of 
the integrity of the book of Isaiah, by Dr. 
Hengstenberg of Berlin, in opposition to the 
theory of Gesenius and others who have as- 
cribed the latter part of it to a different writer 
from the prophet who lived in the days o 
Uzziah, Jotham, Abaz, and Hezekiah, : 


Obedience and Happiness, as illustrated in the _ 


Narrative of A Lady in her 84th Year. By 
T. Porrencer. London: 64mo. pp. 29, 


The lady was a devout member of the govern- 
ment church, a diligent reader of the scriptures, 
and one who knew nowy about the people 
called baptists; but she felt that she had 
“never been down into the water to be bap- 
tized,” and being conscientious, has furnished 
the materiel for a little tract which is exceed- 
ingly well adapted to be put into the hand of 
any one who says that baptism is right but not 
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essential,—or, any one who has never thought 
upon the subject, but desires to do what the 
Lord has commanded. 


Peace Attained : a Brief Memoir of Mrs. * * * * 
London : pp. 96, 


That it is both lawful and expedient for 
Christians to undertake to co-operate in works 
of usefulness on the principle of neutrality in 
respect to points on which they differ, we are 
fully persuaded; but great care and vigilance 
are necessary to preserve that neutrality from 
infringement. As issuing from the Religious 
Tract Society, the following sentence demands 
our notice :—“ From some peculiarity of senti- 
ment on the part of her father, who had at one 
time doubts on the subject of infant baptism, 
which were subsequently removed, she had not 
been baptized; but after the birth of her first 
child, she was anxious to receive that ordinance 
herself, at the same time with her beloved son; 
a circumstance which called forth the following 
devout record in her journal.” That this sen- 
tence passed, was, no doubt, through inadver- 
tence ; but we congratulate our friends on whom 
the responsibility rests that the inadvertence 
was not of an opposite kind. Suppose the sen- 
tence had been this :—* From some peculiarity 
of sentiment on the part of her father, who held 
at one time an opinion favourable to the bap- 
tism of infants, which was subsequently re- 
moved, she was baptized when a babe; but 
after the birth of her first child, she was anx- 
- jous to prevent its baptism; a circumstance 

which called forth the following devout record 
in her journal.” Had this been the sentence, 
‘Who supposes that the officers of the society 
would have escaped with a hint so gentle as 
that which we are now giving them ? 


Thoughts, chiefly designed as Preparative and 
Persuasive to Private Devotion. By Joun 
Surprarp, Author of “ Christian Encou- 
ragement,” &c. Eighth Edition. London: 
18mo. pp. 308. Price 3s, 6d. 


We are glad to see a Tract Society edition of 
this work, which has been useful to many, but 
will now find a much more extensive circulation. 
While it is especially adapted to the refined 
classes of society, it will be read with advantage 
by all who peruse it'in a right state of mind, 


The People of China, their History, Court, Reli- 
gion, Government, Legislation, Institutions, 
Tribunals, Agriculture, Language, Litera- 
ture, Manufactures, Arts, Sciences, Manners, 
and Customs, To which is added, A Sketch 
of Protestant Missions. London: (Tract 

! Society) 24mo, pp. 336. Price 3s. 


This compendious account of the most ex- 
tensive empire and the most peguise people’on 
the face of the earth will doubtless be accept- 
able to thousands. Pertinent religious observa- 
tions are seasonably interspersed. 


The Illustrated Bible History. Edited by 
Cuartes Epwarps, Esq. Part I. Lon- 
don: 4to. Price 1s, 


In about i monthly parts, each con- 
taining three highly finished steel engravings, 
after original paintings by ancient and modern 


artists, it is proposed to give a series of illustra- 
tions of sacred history, accompanied with ex- 
tracts from the scriptural narrative. The sub- 
jects in the present Part are the Entry of the 
Animals into the Ark—The Presentation of 
Christ in the Temple—And the Supper at 
Emmaus. The skill of the engraver, Mr. A. 
H. Payne, is unquestionable. 


Bibliotheca Sacra and Theological Review. Con- 
ducted by B. B. Edwards and E, A. Park, 
Professors at Andover, with the special co- 
operation of Dr. Robinson and Professor 
Stuart. Vol. I. No. I. February, 1844. 
Andover: Allen and Co, New York and 
London: Wiley and Putnam. 8vo. pp. 224. 


A new American Quarterly; in its aspect 
and general character resembling the Biblical 
Repository, and the Christian Review. The 
chief articles in this number are,—The Aspect 
of Literature and Science in the United States 
as compared with Europe, by Dr. Robinson— 
The Life of Aristotle, by Professor Park—The 
Structure of the Gospel according to Matthew, 
by the Rev. H. B. Smith--The Imprecations in 
the Scriptures, by Professor Edwards—Investi- 
gation of the question respecting the Bodily 
Presence of Christ in the Elements of the 
Lord’s Supper, by Professor Moses Stuart— 
and Theological Methodology by Professor Tho- 
luck. With such names to guarantee the arti- 
cles, it is superfluous to say that the contents 
are of a superior order. 


RECENT PUBLICATIONS. 
Approved. 


The Rise and Progress of Christianity an Evidence 
of its Divine Origin. A Lecture, delivered in the 
West Port Relief Church, Cupar, on Sabbath even- 
ing, February the 4th, 1844. By FRANcIs JoHNSTON, 
Minister of the Gospel, Cupar. Published by Re- 
quest. Cupar: 8vo. pp. 16. Price 2d. ; 


Hints on the Establishment of Schools for Early 
Education, and on their Superintendence by Com- 
mittees, Patrons, and Visitors. Published under 
the direction of the Home and Colonial Infant School 
Society. London: 18mo. pp. 34. Price 6d. 


The Lever of the Gospel ; or, The Working Church, 
By J. R. Balme, the author of “ Human Life Con- 
sidered.” Fourth Thousand. London: Hamilton. 
18mo. pp. 108. 

The Mourner: or, The Afflicted Relieved. By 
B. Grosvenor, D.D. London: (Tract Society) 32mo. 
pp. 164. Price 8d. ; 

Missionary Cards, printed in Two Colours. Con- 
taining thirty-two Cards, of sixteen different sorts. 
London: (Tract Society). Price 1s. 


— MS 


The Eclectic Review. April, 1844. Fondo: 
Price 2s. 6d. e 


- — 


The Pictorial Sunday Book. Part IV. London: 
8vo. Price Is. 6d, : t 


— 


Payne’s Universum: or, Pictorial World. Being 
a Collection of Engravings of Views in all Countries, 
Portraits of Great Men, and Specimens of Works of 
Art, of all Ages and of every Character. No. IV. 
London: 8vo. Price 1s. ; : aay 
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INTELLIGENCE, 


ASTA, 


ASSOCIATION OF BAPTIST CHURCHES IN THE 
PRESIDENCY OF BENGAL, 

It is not now necessary, as in the days of 
Mr. Thomas’s first visit to Bengal, to adver- 
tise for a Christian. We have had the plea- 
sure to receive a letter from brethren W. W. 
Evans and Mack, signed by them as secre- 
taries of the Bengal Baptist Association 1 
The body has held two meetings,and published 
a circular letter, and it will undoubtedly give 
pleasure to our readers if we transcribe a 
copious selection from the printed minutes. 


Minutes of the Meetings of the Association held 
at Serampore, from the 9th to the 12th of 
January, 1843. 

“ On the 14th of October, 1842, a number 
of missionary brethren of the baptist denomi- 
nation having met in Calcutta, came to a 
unanimous opinion that much good might be 
anticipated from the formation of an associa- 
tion of all the churches of the denomination 
in Bengal. It was resolved therefore that the 
experiment should be tried, and a cireular be 
sent to the churches, inviting the attendance 
of their pastors and messengers for this 
purpose, at Serampore. 

“A circular was accordingly sent, and in 
consequence a very considerable number of 
ministers, delegates, and other members of the 
churches, assembled at Serampore on the 9th 
of January, 1843. On the afternoon of that 
day, an introductory prayer meeting, in Ben- 
galee, at which brother W. Carey of Cutwa 
presided, was held in the Christian village of 
Jannugur; and in the evening a similar meet- 
ing in English, conducted by brother W. 
Yates, D.D., of Caleutta, was held in the hall 
of Serampore College, instead of the chapel, 
which was under repair, 

* Tuesday, 10th January, 1843. 

“ A prayer meeting was held in the college 
hall, at seven in the morning. At ten in the 
morning the brethren met for business. After 
praise and prayer, brother Robinson of Dacca, 
was unanimously chosen moderator to pre- 
side over the meetings now to be held. 

«It was then, after considerable discussion, 
unanimously resolved :— . ~ 

“T, That it appears desirable that there be 
now formed an association of the baptist, 


- churches in Bengal. 


" “JI, That, in accordance with the desire 
expressed by their representatives present, the 
following churches be considered as forming 
the aforesaid association: Serampore church ; 
Cutwa church; Lall Bazar church, Calcutta; 


Chittagong church; Circular Road church, 
Calcutta; Beerbhoom church; Dacca church; 
Colinga church, Calcutta; Intally church, 
Caleutta ; Noorseeekdarchoke church; Kha- 
ree church ; Lukhyantipoor church. 

“The moderator and several other ministers 
present then delivered verbal reports on the 
state of their several churches; and the meet- 
ing separated after prayer. 

“* At seven in the evening a meeting was 
held in the college hall, at which prayer and 
praise were offered both in English and Ben- 
galee; and an English address was delivered 
by brother A. Leslie, from Psalm lxiii, 8, 
‘My soul followeth hard after thee;” and ano- 
ther, in Bengalee, by brother J. Mack, on the 
importance, in reference to the spread of the 
gospel, of our native brethren bringing up 
their children in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord. 


Wednesday, 11th January, 1843. 


“At 7 A.M. a prayer meeting was held in 
Bengalee and English, in the college hall, at 
which brother G. Small presided. 

“At 10 a.m. the association sermon in 
Bengalee was preached by brother George 
Pearce, from John xiv. 21. 

“ At half-past 12, noon, the association met 
for business : the moderator in the chair. 

“ Brethren, Mack and Evans, were chosen 
secretaries of the association. 

“he letters or verbal reports of all the 
churches were then delivered, the chief state- 
ments of which were as follow :— 

Serampore 1800...... John Mack. 


CUtWA evecsseseccrae 1805...... William Carey. 
LallBazar,Calcutta 1809...... W. W. Evans. 


see eeenee 


Chittagong.......... LBZ esas J. Johannes and J. C. 
Fink. 
Circular Road, Cal. 1818 
Beerhoom..........++ 1822 css James Williamson: 
DACCA v.05 seen seveevee LOLGs cave W. Robinson and O. 
Leonard. 
Colinga, Calcutta... secenads Wenger. 
Intally, Calcutta... 1838......G. Pearce. . 
Noorseekdarchoke 1839 Des = 
WEDAT s esctavescctes « 1831 
Lukhyantipoor ..... 1833 
Statistics. 

Number of churches in association...,.....12 
Baptized ..:....sssesrees eahseows 46 
Received by letter... 24 
Restored ....++00+ syerrsve ewes 
Removed by death...........+ 
By dismission.......... Roe! (3 
By withdrawment .,. Sef 
By OXclUsiON......s.ereereere 4 

— 95 

GIOaY INCTGHEG: eictii vevccascssvessses Naweesaeeny - 2 

Total number of members. ao 

PLOACHELS ccciosecassecssvevescurvereusvetvveeseee, Qa - 


“At 7 p.m. the association sermon in 
English was preached by the moderator, bro- 
ther Robinson, from Daniel ii. 44. At the 
same time, brother W. Carey preached in 
Bengalee at the Christian village, 


Thursday, 12th January, 1843. 


“ At 7 A.M. a prayer meeting in Bengalee, 
was held at the Christian village, and was 
conducted by brother J. Williamson. 


“ At 103 a.m. the association met again for 
business in the college hall; the chair being 
taken at first by the moderator, and, on his 
having to retire, afterwards by Dr. Yates. 


“ The constitution and laws to be adopted 
for the association having been brought into 
discussion :—It was resolved, on the motion 
of brother Mack, seconded by Dr. Yates, that 
a sub-committee be appointed to prepare a 
document on the constitution and laws of 
the association, to be submitted for considera- 
tion at the meeting next year; and the follow- 
ing brethren, with the secretaries, were ap- 
pointed for this purpose, brethren Leslie, 
Yates, Pearce, and Wenger. 


“Tt was agreed that the secretaries be in- 
structed to write to those churches from which 
no communication has been received, to as- 
certain whether they are disposed to unite 
with the association. 


“Tt was agreed, that the letters from the 
different churches, together with the proceed- 
ings of the association, should be printed in 
English and Bengalee, and circulated, at the 
expense of the association or otherwise, as 
may be deemed expedient. 


“Several subjects were then proposed for 
the Circular Letter to be prepared ~for 
the adoption of the association at its next 
meeting ; such as, Christian devotedness— 
the inquiry, How may a missionary be most 
usefully employed ?— church government— 
the constitution of Christian churches—and 
the education of the children of native Chris- 
tians. The first of these—Christian devoted- 
ness—was finally adopted ; and brother Mack 
was requested to prepare the letter. 

“Brethren Pearce and Wenger were like- 
wise requested to prepare a book on the con- 
stitution, officers, and discipline of a Christian 
church, to be submitted to the sub-committee 
already named.” 


Arrangements were then made for the next 


meeting of the association. ™ 


“ The services of the association were closed 
by a meeting in the Christian village at 7 p.m. 
for prayer and exhortation in Bengalee, It 
was conducted by brother Mack, who in his 
address took a review of all that had come 
before the association during the course of its 

sete 


—— 
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Minutes of the Meetings of the Association held 
in Calcutta, from the 25th to the 29th Decem- 


ber, 1843, 


“ An introductory prayer meeting, in Ben- 
galee, was held in the Intally Chapel, at 4 
pM. Brother G. Pearce presided; and an 
address was delivered by Brother Morgan of 
Howrah. 

“A similar meeting, in English, was held in 
Circular Road Chapel, at 7 p.m. Brother 
Leslie presided. 


Tuesday, 26th December, 1843. 


“The Association met for business, at 10 
A.M,, in Circular Road Chapel. Dr. Yates 
was chosen moderator ; and prayer was of-. 
fered in English and Bengalee by Brother 
Mack. 

“ After a short address by the moderator, 
the letters from the churches were called for. 


CHURCHES, PASTORS. 
Serampore .......5 1800 John Mack. 
JP ORMOLO Ss < se veaverce=n 1804 J. Parry. 
Cutwa .....cserverees 1805 W. Carey. 
Dinagepore......... 1805 ; 
Sadhamuhal . - 1808 tu. Jie es 


Lall Bazar, Caleut. 1809 W. W. Evans. 


TRACER. cecst yatieossee 1816 W. Robinson and O 
Leonard. 

Chittagong ......... 1817 J. Johannes. 

Circular Rd., Cal- 

CULEA arnesasenvevae 1818 A. Leslie. 

Beerbhoom...,..... 1822 J. Williamson. 

Burisaul ...... .. 1830 S. Bareiro. 

Kchath + ia ces fastavows 1831 G. Pearce and Jacob 
Mundul. 

Lukhyantipoor.... 1833 G. Pearce and F. DeMonte. 


Colingah, Calcutta ...... J. Wenger. 
Intally, Caleutta.. 1838 G. Pearce. 


Noorseekdarchoke 1836 G. Pearce and W. Thomas. 


Number of churches in association, .,.... 
Baptized 73 
Received by letter .. 
Restored 


Peet eSC eee 


SOs e eee e eee eeeneeren noes 


Removed by death 
By dismission ......... 
By withdrawment ane 
By exclusion © ....0..00....s000. 35 


Clear increase . 
Total number of members .. PS 
Preachers VaAvacseescemetcoceclectesoeueeneregs 42 
“At 7 PM. a devotional service was held in 
the Lall Bazar Chapel. Brother Evans pre- 
sided ; besides whom, brethren Brooks of the 
General Baptist Mission, Calcutta, and J o- 
hannes of Chittagong engaged in prayer; an 


address in English was delivered by Brother 


Mack, from John xvii. 17, “ Sanctify them 
through thy truth; thy word is truth:” and 
Brother Ram Krishna of Intally gave an 
address in Bengalee.” 


Wednesday, December 27. 

“ At 7 A.M, a prayer meeting in Bengalee | 
was held in Intally Chapel. Brother Mack 
presided, and delivered ari address on Chris- 
tian unity. Brethren Jacob of Khari, Pran 
of Serampore, and Sadut ois sf Sheps en 


+ 


gaged in prayer, sw 
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‘At halfpast 10 a.m., the association ser- 
mon in Bengalee was preached in Lall Bazar 
Chapel, by brother Wenger, from Eph, ii. 
20-—22, « And (ye) are built upon the foun- 
dation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus 
Christ himself being the chief corner-stone; 
in whom all the building, fitly framed to- 
gether, groweth unto an holy temple in the 
Lord : in whom ye also are builded together 
for an habitation of God through the Spirit.” 
Brother Geo. Pearce read the scriptures; and 
prayer was offered by brethren Ram Narayun 
of Serampore and Chand of Dacca. 

* After the religious service, the association 
met in the same place for business. In the 
absence of the moderator, brother W. Carey 
of Cutwa was called to the chair. The letters 
from the churches were then read in Ben- 
galee. 

“ At7 p.m. the association sermon in English 
was delivered in Circular Road Chapel, by 
Dr. Yates, from Hab. iii. 3, ‘O Lord, revive 
thy work in the midst of the years, in the 
midst of the years make known; in wrath 
remember merey.’ ‘The service was intro- 
duced with reading and prayer by brother 
Evans.” 

Thursday, December 28. 

“At 10 a.m. the Association met for busi- 
ness in Intally Chapel ; the moderator, Dr. 
Yates, in the chair, After singing, prayer 
was offered by brother Jadub. 

“The sub-committee appointed for the 
purpose, at the last meeting of the Associa- 
ation, presented the scheme they had pre- 
pared for the constitution and laws of the 
Association. It was first read in English 
throughout, and then by paragraph separately 
both in English and Bengalee, and each por- 
tion maturely considered. On the first para- 
graph, containing the designation and religious 
principles of the Association, being read, a 
letter was also read from Brother A. Sutton 
of Cuttack, communicating the desire of him- 
self and his colleagues in the General Baptist 
Mission in Orissa, to be admitted into this 
Association. It was resolved that, in order 
to admit of that desirable union, the Associa- 
tion be now designated, the Association of 
Baptist Churches within the Presidency of 
Bengal. The constitution and laws were 
then unanimously adopted. 

“ According to the constitution now adopt- 
ed, the Association was held to include the 
churches enumerated in the minutes of last 
year, and also the churches at Dinagepore, 
_ Jessore, and Burisaul, from which letters 
and delegates have this year been received. 

“The following baptist ministers without 
pastoral charge were admitted as members of 
the Association, on their personal application 
to that effect: brethren W. Yates, James 
Thomas, Carrapeit C. Aratoon, George Small, 
and John Brooks, all of Calcutta. 

“The circular letter, on Christian devoted- 
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ness, prepared by brother Mack, by appoint- 
ment of last Association, was then read in 
English, and unanimously adopted as the 
circular letter of the Association, and, together 
with the minutes, and the statistics of the 
churches, was ordered to be printed and cir- 
culated under the direction of the standing 
committee. 


Friday, December 29. 


“ At 7 A.M. a prayer-meeting in Bengalee 
was held at Colinga Chapel. Brother Wen- 
ger presided, and prayer was offered by bre- 
thren Smylie of Dinagepore, Gunganarayun 
of Chittagong, Vishwanarth of Burisaul, and 
DeMonte of Lukhyantipoor. 

“At 10 a.m. the Association met for business 
in Circular Road Chapel. In the absence of 
the Moderator, brother Leslie was called to 
the chair; brother Parry of Jessore opened 
the meeting with prayer. 

“ Brethren G, Pearce and Wenger having 
been requested at the last meeting of the 
Association to prepare a book on the con- 
stitution, officers, and discipline of a Chris- 
tian church, brother Wenger now reported 
that the work was not yet completed but 
considerably advanced, and twenty copies of 
the first sheets had been printed and circu- 
lated amongst the brethren for their perusal. 
He also gave an explanation, both in English 
and Bengalee, of the nature and contents of 
the whole book. It was then resolved— 
‘That the work be completed and carried 
through the press, first in English and after- 
wards in Bengalee, by brother Wenger, and 
that brethren Yates, Thomas, Leslie, Pearce, 
Eyans, and Small, be appointed a sub-com- 
mittee to revise the sheets on behalf of the 
Association.’ It was also agreed that five 
hundred copies be printed in English, and 
one thousand copies in Bengalee. 

«The Moderator, Dr. Yates, having taken 
the chair, the circular letter of the Association 
was read in Bengalee by brother J. Robinson; 
to whom also the thanks of the Association 
were presented for the translation he had fur- 
nished. It was then resolved, ‘That the 
standing committee be requested to revise the 


circular letter as it passes through the press, _ 


both in English and Bengalee.’ 

“ It was resolved, that the original circular, 
on the invitation of which the Association 
first met, be reprinted, and be introduced be- 
fore the circular letter and the minutes of the 


Association. : 
“On the suggestion of brother Pearce it 


-was agreed, that a new selection of hymns in — 


Bengalee, both original and from those already 
in use, should be prepared ; and also a tune- 
book, embracing the native tunes: and bre- 
thren Pearce, Wenger, Brooks, and J. Robin- 
son were requested to undertake this double 


service. 
“ Brother Pearce having brought before the 
; 2% 


—— 
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Association the important subject of the regis- 
tration of the marriages, births, and deaths, 
occurring in the churches and congregations 
connected with them, it was resolved : 

“1, That a general registry of all such 
marriages, births, and deaths, be kept in 
Calcutta. 

“2. That it be recommended to all the 
churches to commence each a correspond- 
ing registry of its own, to begin from the 
Ist of January, 1844, with a record of all 
the married couples, widowers, and widows, 
having children, in connexion with them at 
that date. 

“ 3. That it be also recommended, that, at 
the time of each annual session of the Asso- 
ciation, each church send up an authenticated 
extract of the whole of its registry for the 
preceding year, in order to its being incor- 
porated in the general registry in Calcutta. 

“4, That brother Pearce be appointed 
general registrar, and be instructed to prepare 
forms of registration, both for the local and 
general registries, to be submitted to the 
standing committee, and adopted by them, 
with such modifications as may appear to 
them desirable, on behalf of the Association. 

«©5. That the secretaries of the Association 
be instructed to provide registers according to 
the forms approved of, and furnish them to 
the churches at their cost, and for the general 
registry at the cost of the Association. 

“ Brother J. Robinson gave a verbal report 
respecting the Evangelist Magazine, which 
was commenced at the suggestion of the 
Association last year; from which it appeared 
that the expenses were fully covered by the 
receipts, and it might now be enlarged with- 
out loss, and yet without increasing the price. 
The thanks of the Association were presented 
to brother Robinson for his services as editor, 
which he was also requested to continue. 

“Brother Wenger offered the following sug- 
gestion: That.measures be taken to obtain a 
work giving a compendious survey of Hin- 
duism, its sacred writings, its various philo- 
sophical and other sects, its prominent rites, 
and its influence upon the moral and social 
condition of its votaries. The work should 
confine itself to the religion of the Hindoos, 
and give a clear account of the leading philo- 
sophical principles of Hinduism and its various 
schools or sects—also a critical account of the 
different branches of its literature. 

“Different brethren then recommended _a 
variety of books for preparation, especially a 
commentary on the sacred scriptures ; a dic- 
tionary of the Bible; practical tracts on bap- 
tism, suitable for both the heathen and can- 
didates, at the time of the ordinance being 
administered; a work on the operation of 
religion in the soul; Christian biography, 
especially as exhibiting genuine and marked 
experience, and devoted activity and useful- 
ness; and a history of our denomination. 
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“ It was left to the brethren to undertake 
these, or any similar works, according to their 
several opportunities and inclinations. 

“ Brother Leslie was appointed to prepare 
the next circular letter of the Association; 
and the subject was left to his own choice. 

“ Brother Evans was appointed to preach 
the next association sermon in English, and 
brother W. Carey that in Bengalee, 

“ Brethren Mack and Evans were re-ap- 
pointed secretaries of the Association. ¥ 

«© It was resolved: that the next meeting 
of the Association be held at Serampore; 
and the introductory devotional services be 
on the afternoon and evening of Tuesday, the. 
24th December, 1844,” 


NEW CHAPELS. 


SHIFFNAL, SHROPSHIRE. 


On the 15th of March the new baptist 
chapel in Shiffnal was opened for divine wor- 
ship. The Rev. S. J. Davis of London 
preached in the morning and evening, and 
the Rey. M. Kent of Shrewsbury in the 
afternoon. On the following Lord’s day the 
Rey. D. Payne of Bridgnorth preached. The 
collections on the day of opening and on the 
Lord’s day amounted to £24 13s. 

The building, which is an exceedingly neat 
one, is fifty feet long and twenty-eight feet wide 
inside; and including the vestry, purchase of 
land, writings, fence, &c., cost £640. Towards 
this erection the friends on the spot have raised 
by subscriptions and otherwise, about £300, 
which, with the collections above named, will 
leave a debt of only £315 on this new erec- 
tion. As the friends here haye shown such 
a disposition to help themselves, it is hoped 
the Christian public will show a readiness to 
aid them, it being intended to make an 
application to them as soon as arrangements 
can be made for that purpose. 


BARTON MILLS, SUFFOLK. 


On Thursday, the 28th of March, the new 
chapel at Barton Mills was opened for divine 
worship. The Rev. Dr, Leifchild of Craven 
Chapel, London, preached in the morning, 
and the Rev. W. Brock of St. Mary’s Chapel, 
Norwich, in the evening. On the following 
day the Rev. Jesse Hobson, late of Stepney 
College, was recognized as the pastor of the 
church, when the Rev. Dr. Cox of Hackney 


| gave a lecture on the rise and progress of 


state establishments of religion; the Rev W. 


Brock proposed the questions and offered 
prayer for the divine blessing on the minister 


and people; the Rev. Dr. Murch, late presi- 
dent of Stepney College, delivered the charge; 


and in the evening the Rev. T. W. Aveling of - 
Kingsland preached to the church and con- 
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gregation. The devotional parts of the ser- 
vices were conducted by the Revs. Dr. Cox, 
Messrs. Wigner of Lynn, Gamble of Margate, 
Ashbee of Thetford, and Flower of Burnell, 
During the interval of service on each day, a 
large number of ladies and gentlemen dined 
and drank tea in the old chapel. Edward 
Ball, Esq., presided, and addresses were de- 
livered by the Rev. Drs. Cox, Murch, Leif: 
child, Messrs. Wigner, Garthwate, Gamble, 
Hobson, Philip Smith, and T. Thurtell. The 
Rey. H. I. Gamble’preached on the following 
sabbath to overflowing congregations, 

The chapel is erected in a prominent. posi- 
tion, and by the liberality of the people was 
placed out of debt on the day of opening; this 
is the more gratifying from the fact, that in 
August last the building was so far completed 
as to be ready for the roof, when the destruc- 
tive thunder storm that visited the eastern 
counties completely demolished it, thus in- 
volving the congregation in an additional 
expense. The collections amounted to the 
noble sum of £292, 


CHELWOODGATE, SUSSEX. 


On Friday, April the 5th, 1844, a new 
chapel was opened at the above place, when 
two sermons were preached by Mr. Farring- 
ton of Stepney College. Chelwoodgate is a 
recently adopted station in connexion with 
the baptist church at Forest Row. The peo- 
ple who worship there are greatly indebted to 
the liberality of J. Edgar, Esq., of Pickstone 
House, who gave the building which has been 
converted into a neat place of worship. Con- 
siderable good has already been done, and the 
prospects are of a cheering character. 


GREENWICH, 


The persevering efforts which were made 
during several years by our brother Belcher 
towards the erection of a large and commo- 
dious place of worship in Lewisham Road, 
Greenwich, will not apparently be lost. The 
church of which he was pastor has invited the 
Rey. Joshua Russell of Melksham to succeed 
him; and he possesses means for carrying the 
plan into effect, which his predecessor did not 
enjoy. The sums which had been collected 
were faithfully applied to the purchase of 
freehold ground, 150 feet in depth by fifty 
feet in width, and to the erection of school 
rooms, in which worship has hitherto been 
carried on. These sums were not sufficient 
however to pay for all that was achieved, 
much less to warrant the erection of a 
capacious chapel. 
which have just been made, the debt has been 
liquidated, and a contract has been entered 
into for the erection of a building, sixty-five 
feet by forty, without galleries, A circular 


Now, through efforts | 
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has been issued also, with influential recom: 
mendations attached, asking for co-operation 
in raising £1242, which will be needed to 
defray the contemplated expenditure. 

The first stone was laid on the 20th of 
March by J. L. Phillips, Esq., of Melksham : 
prayers were offered on the occasion by the 
Rev. Messrs. Pulling and Chapman, and 
addresses were delivered by several gentle- 
men, among whom were Messrs. Jeula, Aldis, 
Pewtress, and Dr. Steane. 


NEW CHURCH. 
HORSELL, SURREY. 


The gospel has been preached,’and sabbath 
and day schools efficiently and successfully 
conducted, for several years past, in the above 
mentioned village. On April the 5th, being 
Good Friday, five persons were formed into a 
church, and Mr. B. Davies, grandson of Mr. 
Davies who laboured for many years with 
such success at Reading, was recognized as 
pastor of this infant cause. Several persons, 
it is expected, will be shortly baptized and 
added to the church, The attendance on Mr. 
Davies’ ministry is encouraging, and the 
schools are in a flourishing state. In the 
morning the children of the schools, amount- 
ing to 140, were assembled, to whom rewards 
were distributed and addresses given. The 
services in the afrernoon were conducted by 
the Rev. J. Statham of Reading, pastor of 
Mr. Davies, the Rev. J. Cox of Woolwich, 
and the neighbouring ministers. Nearly thirty 
members of other baptist churches joined with 
the newly formed church in commemorating 
the Saviour’s dying love. The attendance was 
good; many felt it was a season long to be 
remembered, while some present, who haye 
long zealously sought the good of this neigh- 
bourhood, proved the promise true, “ they 
that sow in tears shall reap in joy.” 


ORDINATIONS. 
NOTTINGHAM, 


The services connected with the ordination —~~ 


of Mr. William Green to the pastorate of the 
baptist church assembling in Park Street in 
this town took place on Lord’s day, April 
the 7th, commencing at seven o’clock in the — 
morning. After singing, prayer, and reading 
of the scriptures, Mr. Thomas Bailey, one of 
the deacons proceeded to a statement of the 
circumstances which led to the church’s unani- 
mous decision in the appointment they were 
about to make; giving an affecting and inter- 
esting history of the church from its formation 
up to the present period. The ordination 
prayer was then offered by Mr. Joseph 
Rothery of London, accompanied by the 
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imposition of hands. At halfpast ten in the 
morning the charge to the pastor was deliy- 
ered by Mr. Rothery. In the afternoon Mr. 
Thomas Robinson, pastor of the baptist 
church New Basford, addressed the church, 
and in the evening Mr. Rothery delivered an 
impressive discourse to the church and con- 
gregation. 


_¥ 


BIRMINGHAM. 


On Monday, April the 8th, 1844, the Rev. 
William Stokes was publicly recognized as 
pastor of the baptist church and congregation 
assembling in New Hall Street, Birmingham. 
The Rey. Thomas Morgan commenced by 
reading the scriptures and prayer; the Rev. 
J. Hoby, D.D., delivered an address descrip- 
tive of the nature of a Christian church; the 
Rev. J. Raven offered a most solemn and 
appropriate prayer for the pastor, and was 
followed by the Rey. T. Swan, who delivered 
an encouraging charge to the minister; and 
the Rev. G. Cheatle then addressed the 
church, affectionately and solemnly counsel- 
ling them to “encourage him.” The Rev. 
J. A. James closed in solemn prayer, and 
pronounced the benediction. The chapel was 
crowded throughout, and the delight produced 
by services. commenced by the most aged of 
the baptist ministers, and concluded by the 
most aged of the independent ministers of the 
town, will not soon be forgotten. The ser- 
vices occupied nearly three hours, but the 
interest taken in them was maintained in 
the close. 


HEREFORD, 


The Rev. T. Thomas, late of Bampton, 
Devon, has received a unanimous invitation 
to become the pastor of the baptist church in 
the city of Hereford, and commenced his 
stated labours among them on the 20th of 
April. r 


FENNY STRATFORD, 


The Rey. T. Carter, late of Litton, Devon- 
shire, has accepted a unanimous invitation to 
the pastoral office from the church at Fenny 
Stratford, Bucks. 


RECENT DEATHS. 


MR. JONATHAN MARSHALL. © 


_—~— 


This excellent man, who for nearly half a 
century was connected with the churches at 
Farsely and Bramley, near Leeds, was called 
to his rest on the 16th of February, 1844, 
in the seventy-second year of his age. His 
mind was first savingly enlightened under a 
sermon preached by Mr. Roe, the first pastor, 
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from John y. 28, 29. In 1797 he’ was bap- 
tized by Mr. Ashworth, the pastor at Farsely, 
and admitted to the fellowship of the church, 
He continued in this relation for some years 
with comfort to himself, and usefulness to his 
brethren, till 1803, when owing to a gross 
neglect of discipline in reference to a leading 
member of the church, he felt it his duty to 
transfer his membership to Bramley, about 
two miles distance. Here he enjoyed the 
ministry and pastoral superintendence of the 
late very excellent John Trickett, and con- 
tributed largely to the prosperity and comfort 
of the church, both as a private member, and 
when called by the voice of his brethren to 
the office ofa deacon. His attendance on the 
means of grace was regular, and by the way 
in which he discharged his duties, he pur- 
chased unto himself “ a good degree, and great 
boldness in the faith.” His connexion with 
the church at Bramley was dissolved in 1827, 
soon after the settlement of the present 
worthy pastor of the church at Farsely, Mr. 
S. Foster, under whose ministry he sat with 
profit, and with whom he continued to co- 
operate till growing infirmities compelled him 
to give place to others. A baptist from prin- 
ciple, he felt a deep interest in every move- 
ment adapted to enlarge or consolidate the 
interest of the denomination. At the anni- 
versary meetings of Horton College he regu- 
larly attended for years; and at those vast 
gatherings of the brethren at the annual 
associations in the West Riding, he was sure 
to be there. For many years he felt them to 
be religious festivals, especially during the life 
of Fawcett, Steadman, Langdon, and Trickett, 
with whom, for years, he had been accustomed 
to associate. To many of the students of 
Horton College his house has been a resting 
place, when going or returning from the la- 
bour of the sabbath; and every one always 
found plain, but substantial hospitality. The 
closing scene of Mr. Marshall’s life was as 
peaceful as his days, in the main, had been 
happy. 


MISS LEVET. 


Died, on April 9th, at Coventry, in the 
twentieth year of her age, Esther Levet, 
daughter of Mrs. Levet, and granddaughter 
of the late Rey. Andrew Fuller. At the 
early age of ten years, she entered on the 
Christian profession, joining the baptist church 
at Reading, then under the pastoral care of 
the Rev. J. H. Hinton. Her subsequent 
course afforded evidence that, however early, 
her profession had been thoughtfully, intelli- 
gently, and sincerely made. Religion un- 
folded itself in her life in a cheerful, con- 
sistent, and attractive form. She was an 
affectionate and devoted disciple of Christ, 


exemplifying the winning and sanctifying in- E 


fluence of that truth she so early believed, a 
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To the churches she successively joined, it is 
believed that she was a blessing, especially by 
her intercourse with the young, whose welfare 
and salvation she sought with lively solici- 
tude. She was indeed fitted to enrich and 
beautify this earthly scene, but her heavenly 
Father had determined to transplant her to 
the celestial paradise. A sudden and unex- 
pected illness occurred, under which she 
manifested the utmost resignation, composure, 
and peace, giving utterance to many senti- 
ments delightfully appropriate, impressive, 
and striking. After a brief attack, she took 
her departure to that world for which divine 
grace had so eminently prepared her. Her 
loss is deeply, though submissively, lamented 
by her family, and a circle of friends, espe- 
cially among the young, who will long che- 
rish the remembrance of her early piety and 
excellence, 


MRS. 


Died, April the 14th, 1844, Elizabeth 
Wells, the beloved wife of Mr. Timothy 
Moore, baptist minister, Shakspeare’s Walk 
Chapel, Shadwell, London, aged thirty-five 
years. As a pastor’s wife she was active and 
useful, and her death was joyful and trium- 
phant. She died exclaiming, “ Jesus is my 
all.” 


MOORE. 


MISCELLANEA. 
THE BAPTIST BOARD. 


The annual meeting of the Board of Par- 
ticular Baptist Ministers residing in and near 
the cities of London and Westminster, was 
held on the 12th of March. The following is 
the report for the year adopted for presenta- 
tion to the annual meeting of the three deno- 
minations, 

“ Since the last annual meeting, the Rev. 
J. J. Douglas, who had been a member of 
this board thirty-three years, has finished his 
course. The Rey. W. Belsher, in conse- 
quence of age and infirmities, has resigned his 
place among us. The Rev. Joseph Belcher 
has emigrated to the United States. The Rev. 
D. Denham, and the Rev. W. Barnes, have 
removed to distant parts of the country; as 
have also two of our general baptist brethren, 
the Rey. J. Wallis, and the Rev. J. S. Means. 

“The Rev. W. Fraser of Lambeth, the 
Rev. E. H. Hammond of Romney Street, 
the Rev. Dr. Benjamin Davies of Stepney 
College, and the Rey. Hugh Killen of Cum- 
berland Street, being approved baptist minis- 
ters, have become members of this board, 


«The committee appointed to the general | 


body for the ensuing year are Dr. Murch, the 
Rev. Messrs. Hinton, Overbury, and Stovel, 
with our secretary, the Rey. William Groser.” 


THREE DENOMINATIONS, 


The annual meeting of the London minis- 
ters of the Three Denominations took place 
on the 9th of April; when the three years 
for which the Rev. J. Young had been 
chosen for the secretaryship having expired, 
and it being the turn of the congregational 
board to nominate a gentleman for the office, 
the Rev. Thomas James was proposed, and 
elected unanimously. 


PETITION FOR EXEMPTION FROM THE REQUIRE- 
MENT OF OATHS. 


The following petition, which was adopted 
unanimously at the meeting whence it eman- 
ated, was presented by Lord Denman to the 
House of Lords on the 16th ultimo, 


“ To the right honourable the lords spiritual 
and temporal, of the united kingdoms of Great 
Britain and Ireland in parliament assembled. 

“ The petition of ministers and messengers 
of the Baptist Denomination, in the mining 
district of Staffordshire, representing fourteen 
churches, adopted at their quarterly meeting 
held at Summer Hill on the second day of 
April, 1844, Z 

“ Humbly showeth, 

“That your petitioners deeply sympathize 
with their brethren who are under the full and 
decided conyiction that oaths have been ren- 
dered unlawful to Christians by the great 
Author of our holy religion, and who there- 
fore cannot conscientiously swear upon any 
occasion. 

“That your petitioners are aware, that by 
existing laws their brethren, when called upon 
to give testimony, are reduced to the painful 
and only alternative of either violating their 
consciences by swearing, or of submitting to 
the severe penalties which the laws may in- 
flict upon them for refusing to bear witness 
under oath. 

“‘That your petitioners are also aware that 
their brethren are exposed to great losses of 
property, and to many grievous inconveni 
ences in their respective professions, trades 
and transactions in life: in fine by not swear- 
ing they are in almost all cases absolutely 


thrown beyond the advantage and protection 


of all law. 
“That your petitioners would adduce the 
case of the Rey. J. L. Milton as an example: 


he has been suffering incarceration in the — 


prison of Southampton for many months 
because he refused to testify to the truth 
under oath. 

“That your petitioners would also observe 
that all classes of the community are wholly 
deprived of the benefits of their brethren’s 
testimony, and that consequently the inno- 
cent may lose their lives, the oppressed their 
property, the persecuted and slandered their 
character, 
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“That Mr. Arthur O’Neil was wholly de- 
prived of the evidence of the Rev. Joseph 
Davies during the summer assizes at Stafford 
in 1843, because the court could not accord- 
ing to law, permit Mr. Davies to give evidence 
without an oath. 

“That your petitioners humbly conceive 
and earnestly represent, that it is the inherent 
right not only of the Friends, the Moravians, 
and the Separatists, but of all other Chris- 
tians, to give their testimony in courts of jus- 
tice, and in other places, according to the 
dictates of their consciences. 

“That your petitioners therefore humbly 
pray that the denomination of Christians 
called baptists, to which denomination your 
petitioners belong, be permitted to bear wit- 
ness to the truth under a simple affirmation to 
be made instead of an oath, to be subject to 
the penalties of the law as those are who 
swear. 

“That your petitioners do further humbly 
pray that all other Christians whose con- 
sciences forbid them to bear witness to the 
truth under oath, may be permitted to enjoy 
the same privilege and freedom of conscience. 

“ And your petitioners most humbly pray 
that your lordships will be pleased to grant 
the prayer of their petition, and, in duty 
bound, they will ever pray.” 


SHREWSBURY, 


On the evening of Wednesday the 10th 
instant, a public meeting was held at the bap- 
tist chapel, Claremont Street, Shrewsbury. 
After prayer by the Rev. Thomas Weaver, 
independent, the Rev. W. Keay of Welling- 
ton was called to the chair, when the Rey. 
Manoah Kent delivered a farewell address to 
the church and congregation, on his resigning 
the pastoral office among them after twenty- 
one years faithful ministry. The Revs. T. 
Weaver, H. Watts, new connexion, C. Raw- 
lings, Wesleyan, J. Middleton, primitive 
methodist, W. D. Corkin, and J. Willis, 
baptists, and W. Hogg of the Scotch seces- 
sion church, took part in the services of the 
evening, and bore a very pleasing testimony 
to the uniform kindness and character of the 
retiring pastor as a man and Christian brother. 
On the occasion Mr. Kent was presented with 
Carson on Baptism, Wardlaw on the Atone- 
ment, Baxter’s Oil Print representing the 
baptism of 135 persons by the baptist mis-_ 
sionaries in Jamaica, and a purse of sovereigns, © 
as a sincere tribute of respect, with best 
wishes for his future and eternal welfare. 


SURREY MISSION. 


The forty-seventh anniversary of this society 
was held on Wednesday, March the 27th, at 
the independent chapel, Clapham, The Rev. 
J. Sherman preached the annual sermon in 
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the morning, and in the evening the public 
meeting was held, Joseph Tritton, Esq., of 
Battersea, in the chair. The report, which 
was read by the Rev. I, M. Soule, one of the 
secretaries, presented an encouraging view of 
the state of the mission. Eight agents are 
every sabbath occupied in making known the 
unsearchable riches of Christ in the villages of 
Surrey. The Christian churches which have 
been formed contain 220 members. There 
are nine sabbath schools, and one day school 
on the principle of the British and Foreign 
School Society. Fifty Sunday school teachers 
and 550 children. The meeting was addressed 
by the Rev. Messrs. Edwards, Hunt, Ashton, 
Dubourg, Hill, and Eldridge; the Rev. Messrs. 
Connebee, Edwards, Nellor, and Richards, 
conducted the devotional exercises. The fun- 
damental principle of this society is that it is 
identified with no party ; it militates against 
nothing but sin, and its powerful auxiliaries 
ignorance and infidelity; it seeks no interest 
but that of Christ and mankind, and aims at 
uniting the talents, the zeal, the influence 
and labour of the friends of the gospel of 
every name. 


RESUSCITATED INTOLERANCE, 


In the House of Lords on the 19th ultimo, 
the bishop of Exeter in presenting a petition, 
took occasion to observe, that there was an 
express canon of the church against any per- 
sons calling themselves in England or Ireland 
members of any church, not the church of 
England. In answer to a question from Lord 
Campbell respecting the date of this canon, 
the bishop said it was established in England 
in the year 1603, and in Ireland about thirty 
years later. With respect to the effect of 
that canon in a court of justice, it would be a 
grave question for a court of justice to decide, 
when brought before it. He was not situated 
as a judge in a court of justice, and therefore 
he was not called on to enter into the ques- 
tion; but he would say that the canons of the 
church were equally binding in conscience on 
the minds of the laity as on those of the 
clergy. There was no church recognized in 
England and Ireland but the church of Eng- 
land, and parties denominating themselves 
members of any other were liable to grave 
censure. As to any penal effect of the canon, 
he was not called on to argue the subject. 
If the subject came regularly and judicially 


before the house, it would no doubt be pro- 


perly decided; but till then he conceived it 
would be wise to abstain from giving any 
opinion on it, 


— 


BRITISH PAYMENT FOR COLONIAL CLERGY. 


In the Miscellaneous Estimates laid be- 
fore the House of Commons on the 81st — 
of March last, we find the following:— 
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“ Estimate of the charge of defraying the 
expenses of the Ecclesiastical Establishment 
of the British North American Provinces, 
from the Ist day of April, 1844, to the 31st 
day of March, 1845. 

“ Eleven Thousand Three Hundred and 
Fifty-three Pounds. 


CANADA. G8: a. 
Bishop of Montreal ......cccsecseecseeseeeveveee 1000 0 0 
Archdeacon of Quebec. voxa p00: 0)..0 
Rector of Quebec .........ceccssesserees 400 0 0 
Rector of Quebec for House Rent... 90 9 0 
Minister of Trinity Chapel, Quebec. 200 0 0 
Rector of. Montreal ......cssnecsiccsserses 300 0 0 
Rector of Three Rivers. 200 0 0 
Rector of Durham.,............ 100 0 0 
Rector of Caldwell Manor . 100 0 0 
Rector of St. Armand .... 100 0 0 
Verger of Quebec ........s00-s.sseeveee peste 130 Oe) 
Rent of Protestant Burial Ground........, 2018 6 
Presbyterian Minister, Montreal .... 50 0 0 
Presbyterian Minister, Argenteuil... 100.0 90 
Roman Catholic Bishop, Quebec.....,,..... 1000 0 0 

4190 18 6 
Nova Scorra. 
PBRIBEO D's saver cecsnuesnes aaeaeraenasetns cpopace onaars 0 0 
Archdeacon +2 0 0 
Presbyterian Minister ............ccsscserssees io -0- 0 
Pension tothe President of King’s College 400 0 0 
Archdeacon of New Brunswick ............ 300 0 0 
Archdeacon of Bermuda .,........... . 200 0 0 
Archdeacon of Newfoundland 300 0 0 
Roman Catholics Bishop of Newfoundland 75 0 0 
To Foreign Missionaries of the Society 
for the Propagation of the Gospel in 
DYOMAU COUN A ssh cammsanieakevinshastcovrerern 3412 10 0 
Minister at Prince Edward’s Island...,.. 100 0 0 
7,162 10 0 
Total 11,353 8 6 


Colonial Office, 
November, 1843. 


THE ESTABLISHED CHURCH OF TAHITI. 


It ought to be generally known that the 
recent troubles of Queen Pomaré in Tahiti 
have arisen from that fruitful root of bitter- 
ness, the desire of connecting religion with the 
state. This does not justify the ambitious 
and oppressive conduct of the French, or 
necessarily implicate the London Missionary 
Society’s agents, as it is possible that they 
were not parties to the transaction. The fact 
however ought to be known, that the lesson 
may not be lost which it presents to kings, 
queens, and all ministers of the gospel who 
acquire influence with earthly sovereigns, 
In forwarding to Lord Palmerston in 1838 
the following passage, the apparently ap- 
proving language of Mr, Pritchard is,—* I 
have also inclosed a copy of a law, passed by 
the Tahitian legislative body, by which your 
lordship will perceive that the protestant 
faith has now become the religion of the 
state.” 


Translation, 


“A Law concerning the propagation of tenets 
inconsistent with the true Gospel. 
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“ Let Tahiti and all the islands of the 
kingdom of Pomare, Vahine the First, stand 
unique under that Gospel which the mission- 
aries from Britain have propagated ever since 
the year 1797, that is, these forty years past. 

“« When foreigners come from other coun- 
tries to this, on their landing let this law be 
put into their hands, that they may know, 
if such persons persist in teaching tenets 
which are inconsistent with that true Gospel 
which has been of old propagated in Tahiti; 
if they build houses for worship, if they con- 
gregate followers in uncultivated places, that 
they might teach them all kinds of strange 
doctrines ; if they trouble the usual modes of 
worship, and propagate strange customs for 
the sake of amusing, that do not comport 
with the written word of the God of truth, 
such person has become guilty of breaking 
this law, and will be judged and awarded. 
This shall be his award. He will be sent to 
his own land, and shall not reside on Tahiti. 

“Tf any Tahitian shall propagate doctrines 
inconsistent with the Gospel of truth, such as 
are called Mamoia, becanse they are doctrines 
inconsistent with those which have been 
taught by the missionaries from Britain, and 
with what is found in the written word of 
God, that-person has violated the law; if he 
be a person of rank or a common man, it is 
the same, he has broken the Jaw, and will be 
judged and awarded. This will be his award. 
He will be sent to his native land to accom- 
plish the sentence of the law in; if it be pub- 
lic road, fifty fathoms; if any other work, 
such as is found written in the laws. 

“ If he persist in refusing to do it, he will 
be judged, and new work imposed on him, 

« Tahiti, 8th November, 1838.” 


The principles which this iniquitous edict 
embodies had been acted upon previously. 
Messrs, Laval and Carret, French Roman 
catholic missionaries, had been sent away 
from the island in 1836 ; reparation was de- 
manded by the French admiral; and a series 
of deplorable consequences has ensued. 


MARRIAGES. 


At the West Chapel, Wooler, Northumberland, by 
the Rey. Alexander Kirkwood, March 28th, Mr. 
Water Kirxwoop of Berwick-on-T weed, to JANE, 
only daughter of Mr. Thomas Cowan, of Wooler. 


oe 


At Hall Green Chapel, Haworth, York, by the 
Rey. M. Saunders, on the 31st of March, Mr. Wm. 
Lampert of Cullingworth, to Miss Marta Saackin- 
ton of Haworth. 2 


At the Upper Meeting, Saffron Walden, by the 
Rey. F. Pollard, April 2nd, by license, the Rey. 
NatsANIEL Hayorort, A.M., to Miss WILKINSON, 
only daughter of the Rev. J. Wilkinson, and grand- 
daughter of the late George Eachus, Esq., of Saffron 
Walden. 
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At Bethel Chapel, Maidstone, by the Rev. W. 
Chappell, April 5, Mr. Tuomas Srimsrone of Lon- 
don, to Miss Hannan Wire of Maidstone. 


At Bethel Chapel, Maidstone, by the Rey. W. 
Chappell, April 5, Mr. Frepericx Pine to Miss 
Ruru W1x8, both of Maidstone. 


At the baptist chapel, ‘Lockerley, Hants, by the 
Rey. N. T. Burnett, April 6, Mr. SamveL KemisH 
to Miss Harriet Moopy, both of Sherfield English. 


At the baptist chapel, Lockerley, Hants, by the 
Rey. N. T. Burnett, Mr. Henry Moopy of Sherfield 
English, to Miss Mary Ann Varn of North Stone- 
ham. 


At the baptist meeting-house, Middleton Cheney, 
near Banbury, Oxfordshire, by the Rev. Jos. Price, 
April 9th, Mr. Ex1j4H WriviaMs of Moreton Pink- 
ney, to ELIzABETH, only daughter of Wm. Tomxtns, 
Esy., of Lower Middleton, all in the county of 
Northampton. 


At the baptist chapel, Harston, near Cambridge 
by the Rev. R. Roff, April 16, the Rev. F. W 
Gortcu, M.A., Philosophical Tutor of Stepney College, 
to Saran HANNAH, second daughter of Ebenezer 
Foster, Esq., of Anstrey Hall. _ 


EDITORIAL POSTSCRIPT. 


Some of the annual meetings of our deno- 
minational societies have been held; but, at 
the time when it is necessary that this half 
sheet should be prepared for press, they are 
not concluded. The part of the month at 
which they occur is to us the most inconve- 
nient possible; rendering it impracticable to 
give a full report in the proximate number, 
and yet causing them to interfere with our 
usual arrangements. ‘The editor’s official du- 
ties have deprived him of the pleasure of 
attending any of the public meetings hitherto; 
but he has attended all the meetings for busi- 
ness, and a few passing notices of these will 
probably interest many readers in distant 
parts of the country. ; 


The session of the Baptist Union com- 
menced on Thursday morning, April 18th, in 
the large room at the Mission House, the 
superiority of which over places of worship 
for the transaction of business has been 
throughout the week quite apparent. The 
convenience and agreeable aspect of this 
room, in which the library of the Baptist 
Union is to be deposited, has called fo 
very general expressions of approbation, 


The first business was to consider the pro- 
positions of which Mr. Stovel had given no- 
tice a year ago. The first of these, which 
was for the appointment of five temporary 
secretaries to officiate during the session, was 
after much discussion negatived ; but there 
was a majority of two in favour of the second, 
that measures be taken for adjourning the 
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annual sessions of the Union “ to such parts 
of the country as the brethren may deem 
most likely to extend its influence.” On the 
following Monday, resolutions proposed by 
Dr. Cox, approving the Anti-State-Church 
Conference, furnished the basis for a long 
debate, which terminated in their adoption by 
a decided majority, and the appointment of 
two delegates. Resolutions have also been 
passed repudiating the Regium Donum, and 
recommending the promotion of general edu- 
cation on the principles of the British and 
Foreign School Society. We cannot give 
now the precise terms of any of these reso- 
lutions, or furnish a complete outline of 
the business transacted, writing only from ~ 
memory ;- but these were the proceedings 


which occupied the greatest portion of atten- 
tion. 


The meeting of subscribers to the Baptist 
Missionary Society, in conformity with the 
new constitution adopted last year, was held 
in the large room, Moorgate Street, on Friday 
the 19th. The voluminous minutes of the 
committee for the last year were read, and 
this, with inquiries and explanations that en- 
sued, having occupied several hours, the 
assembly adjourned to the following Tuesday. 
On that day the committee for the ensuing 
year was appointed. The Treasurer and 
Secretary were re-elected unanimously. Both 
the Central and the General Committees for the 
last year were then nominated en masse, and 
afterwards many gentlemen who had not pre- 
viously been committee-men were added to 
the list. Thus about a hundred-and fifty 
names were put in nomination, out of which 
the meeting proceeded to select thirty-six by 
ballot. Eventually, when the scrutineers 
brought up their report, it appeared that all 
the five and twenty who previously constituted 
the central committee were re-elected, with 
the exception of Mr. Cramp and Mr. Gray, 
whose removal to great distances had rendered 
them ineligible ; and, with these, a sufficient 
number of other gentlemen to make up the 
prescribed number of thitty-six. 


Though diversity of opinion on several 
points has been expressed at these meetings, 


{no unpleasantness of temper has been dis- 


played. The proceedings have been conducted 
throughout with decorum, and a spirit of bro- 
therly kindness has been prevalent. 


Since the foregoing paragraphs were in the 
hands of the printer, the annual public meet- 
ing of subscribers and friends of the Baptist 
Missionary Society has been held in Exeter 
Hall. The attendance was good, and the 
proceedings were well conducted. The trea- 
surer, Mr. Gurney, occupied the chair, and ; 
addresses were delivered by Messrs. Brock, 
G. H. Davis, Tritton, Sprigg, Stephen, Tho- 


mas Thompson, Dr. Wilson, and others, 
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MONTREAL. 


Montreal is the largest and most important town in British North America. 
Quebec is of more importance only as a military post. Montreal has now become 
the capital of Canada, having been recently chosen for the seat of government. 
But apart from this circumstance, its population and commerce would entitle it to 
the rank of chief city. The inhabitants number about 50,000, of whom the 
majority are Romanists of French and Izish origin. 


A baptist chapel was built here in 1831, soon after Mr. Gilmour commenced his 


successful labours among the people, who had till then been in a scattered and ne- 
glected condition. The church is now under the pastoral care of Mr. Girdwood, a 
very laborious and disinterested servant of Christ. It has done, and is still doing, 
much for the spreading of the gospel in Canada, by aiding missionaries, and 
especially by affording means of education to young men called to labour in the 
ministry. 

Another place of worship, called Mission Chapel, was built last year in the 
most populous and important suburb of the town. This is at present regarded as 
a station in connexion with the Canada Baptist Missionary Society, which is now 
auxiliary to our Mission. 

In this city a Theological Institution also has been established in connexion 
with the Canada churches. A beginning was made in 1836, and in 1838 Dr. 
Davies took charge of it, having been sent out for that purpose by the Colonial 
Society. Since that time the Institution has gone on and prospered. It is delight- 
fully situated in the most pleasant and salubrious outskirt of the town A suitable 
college edifice is about to be erected on a most commanding spot, upon property 
which has been secured for the Society. 

Of this Institution Mr. Cramp is to take charge, assisted by Mr. F. Bosworth. 
At the last accounts it contained thirteen students, giving good promise of useful- 
ness in the ministry. 

Mr. Cramp will also edit The Register, a weekly religious paper, which was 


commenced two years ago, asa medium of missionary intelligence and evangelical 
instruction. 


VALEDICTORY SERVICES. 


On Tuesday evening, April 3rd, a meeting 
was held in Maze Pond Chapel, Southwark, 
in which Mr. Cramp and his family were 
affectionately commended to God in prayer 
by Messrs. Groser, Angus, and Soule ; Dr 
Davies addressed the assembly respecting the 
state of Canada, and the labours in which his 
successor would have to engage; and Mr. 
Cramp took leave of his friends, insisting 
especially on the principle that at the time of 
conversion every Christian gives himself un- 
reservedly to Christ, to engage in any service 
which He may assign to him, and go whither- 


soever He, in his providence, may see fit to 
send him, 

A public valedictory meeting had been 
held at Hastings, on the 21st of March, at 


.|which Mr. Davis of Lewes presided, when 


addresses were delivered and prayers offered 
by Messrs. Cramp, Smith, Pledge, Harris, 
and Pyman, baptist ministers, and by several 
neighbouring ministers of other denominations 
who had assembled to testify their esteem for 
their brother, Mr. Cramp, who was about to 


remove from a district in which he had ac- 


quired much respect. 


FOR MAY, 1844. 


MR. CRAMP’S 


263 


DEPARTURE. 


Mr. Cramp sailed from the Lower Hope, below Gravesend, at one o’clock, p. mM. 


on the 4th of April, in the Prince George, Captain Foster. 


In the evening of that 


day an opportunity occurred to forward the following paragraphs :— 


The ship is at anchor for the night, and I 
embrace the opportunity of writing, that I 
may communicate to you the result of my 
appeal on behalf of the library of our college 
at Montreal. The sum already received is 
£68 11s. 6d. 
and fourteen volumes have been purchased, 
including the Encyclopedia Britannica (last 
edition), a complete set of the Biblical Ca- 
binet, the works of Dr. Lardner, Calvin’s 
Commentaries on Genesis, the Psalms, and 
the New Testament; Poli Synopsis, and 
other valuable works. An air-pump, with 
some useful pneumatic apparatus, and a good 
microscope, have been also obtained. The 
following books have been presented :— 

By J. J. Gurney, Esq., twenty-five copies 
of his “‘ Biblical Notes.” 

By G. Stokes, Esq., three volumes of the 
Parker Society’s Publications. 


With this sum one hundred | 


By G. T. Kemp, Esq., Dr. Harris’s “ Great 
Teacher,” 


By the Rev. S. Green, seven copies of his 
“ Biblical Dictionary.” 

By Mr. Richard 
‘¢ Hebrew Bible.” 

By Dr. Davies, a pair of new and costly 
eighteen inch globes, on claw frames. 

The Committee of the Religious Tract 
Society have furnished me with a supply of 
tracts and other publications, for distribution 
in Montreal. 


Baynes, Boothroyd’s 


I hope that our kind friends in England 
will remember the college library. Donations 
either in books or money, will be very thank- 
fully received, Dr. Davies will cheerfully 
answer any inquiries on the subject, and 
furnish a list of the books that are most 
needed. 

Pray for me, that I may be prepared for 
the important post assigned to me, and 
enabled to render some service to the cause of 
Christ in Canada, 


: ABSTRACT FROM THE REPORT 


READ AT THE ANNUAL MEETING, APRIL 25th, 1844. 


The Committee of the Baptist Missionary 
‘Society has a pleasing duty to perform in 
presenting to the friends of the Society and of 
Christian missions at large, a Report of its 
proceedings during the past year. 

The enlargement of the field of the Society’s 
operations, which now includes Europe and 
our own colonies,—the formation of new sta- 
tions,—the increase in the number of agents 
employed,—the careful expenditure of the 
contributions of the Jubilee fund, have com- 
bined to render the last year a season of more 
than ordinary interest and anxiety ;—an 
anxiety, however, relieved and rewarded by 
evident indications that their plans and labours 
have been sanctioned by divine authority, and 
made effectual in promoting to an encouraging 
degree the grand object contemplated in the 
efforts, and prayed for in the supplications, of 
the Christian church. 

_ In giving their best attention to the con- 


by ti 


cerns of the Society, the Committee have been 
encouraged by the conviction that they were 
supported not only by the contributions but 
the prayers of a considerable portion of the 
Christian public, that the missionaries con- 
nected with the Society are pursuing their 
object with undaunted courage and holy 
faithfulness, and more especially that the 
efforts of this and similar institutions form 
part of an instrumentality which is divinely 
appointed and graciously accepted as the 
means of accomplishing the redeeming pur- 
pose of our common Lord. 


Four brethren and their wives have re- 
turned to the field of missionary labour after 
temporary absence,—Dr. Prince, Rev. Joseph 
Merrick, and Rev. John Clarke to Africa : 
and the Rev. J. M. Phillippo to the West 
Indies. 

Seven brethren have been sent out as mis- 
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sionaries to occupy important posts of useful- 
ness :—Mr. Saker and Mr. Alexander Fuller 
to Africa; Rev. W. H. Denham to Caleutta; 
Rey. James Hume, Rev. G. P. Evans, and 
Mr. Teale, to Jamaica; and Rev. J. M. 
Cramp, M.A., as theological tutor, to Mon- 
treal, Five teachers and three female teach- 
ers have also been sent by the Society in the 

» Chilmark,” from Jamaica to Africa. Several 
members of the churches in Jamaica have 
also gone as settlers by the same vessel, 

Two missionaries have also been taken 
upon the funds of the Society who were 
already labouring in the missionary field,— 
Rev. W. H. Landon, in North America, a 
missionary to the Indians; and Rev. J. Jen- 
kins, in Brittany, lately supported by churches 
in Wales as a missionary to the Bretons. 

Six brethren have been accepted who have 
not yet left for their spheres of labour,— 
Messrs. Thompson and Milbourne, and Mr. 
Newbegin, surgeon, now in Jamaica, for 
Africa ; Rev. Jonathan Makepeace for North- 
ern India; Rev. Jacob Davies for Ceylon ; 
and Rev. John Jones for Brittany ; while 
the Committee are pledged to send out addi- 
tional labourers to Canada and to other parts 
of the world, including more especially desti- 
tute West Indian Islands. 

During the last year, therefore, twenty- 
three missionaries and teachers have been 
added to the list of the agents of the Society, 
and twenty-one sent out. Including female 
missionaries, the total number of additional 
agents is thirty-nine. 

Since the commencement of the Society 
there have been sent out or accepted one 
hundred and ninety-two missionaries, about 
one half of whom are still permitted to aid the 
mission cause in foreign lands, 

On the other hand the Committee have had 
to mourn over the disappointment of their 
hopes in the death of two of their brethren— 
Rev. O. J. Birt, on his passage to Colombo, 
and Rev. W. Nash of Jamaica; and to record 
the removal by death of Mr. William Cozens, 
a generous and devoted member of the Com- 
mittee, 


INDIA. 
SCRIPTURES PRINTED, 


Though no new translation has been com- 
menced, those begun at a previous period 
have been continued, and some of them com- 
pleted. f 

In the Sanscrit a new edition of each of the 
Gospels and of the Acts, 2500 copies, and of 
the Gospels and Acts together, 1500 copies, 
has been completed, and the version of the 
Old Testament prepared in manuscript to the 
end of the Pentateuch. A new edition of the 
Psalms will be immediately put to press, to be 
followed by an edition of Isaiah and Daniel ;| 
after which it is proposed to commence an 


—— 
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edition of the whole Bible in this language, 
an undertaking the importance of which it is 
hardly possible to overrate. 

The Hindi Testament has just been finished ; 
the edition printed consisting of 1000 copies. 

In the Bengali language the third part of 
the Old Testament, containing Job, the 
Psalms, and the writings of Solomon, has 
been published. The printing of the pro- 
phetical books has advanced to the end of 
Jeremiah, and the hope is entertained that the 
entire Old Testament will appear in May or 
June. Of the new editions of the Psalms and 
Proverbs, mentioned in the last report, that of 
the Psalms, 5000 copies has been completed, 
the Proverbs are in hand, and will be ready 
in a few weeks. Of the gospel of Luke an 
edition of 12,000 copies, of the Acts, one of 
5000 copies, and of Luke and Acts together 
one of 3000 copies have been printed ; and 
an edition of John, to consist of 15,000 copies, 
has been commenced. 

In Hindustani 4000 copies of the gospel by 
Matthew, in the Arabic character, have 
been printed; and large editions of the 
whole New Testament and of parts of it, both 
in the Arabic and Persian characters, are in 
the press. 

Lastly, of the Armenian Testament two 
editions are being carried through the press 
simultaneously, by the Rev. C. C. Aratoon, 
one of them (1260 copies) in the ancient, the 
other (1000 copies) in the modern Armenian 
language. Both of them contain marginal 
references to parallel passages. The ancient 
Armenian Testament has advanced as far as 
the middle, and the modern as far as the end 
of Acts. 

The whole number of volumes, the printing 
of which has been completed during the year, 
amounts to 45,000, while the works in hand 
amount to 47,760 more, 


SCRIPTURES DISTRIBUTED. 


The distribution has kept pace with the 
preparation of these sacred books, and equalled 
or rather exceeded the distribution of any pre- 
vious year. In all, there have been sent out 
of the Depository 47,247 volumes. These, 
added to previous distributions, make a total 
of 230,837 volumes, containing larger or 
smaller portions of the sacred scriptures sent 
forth in connexion with the Baptist Mission- 
ary Society since 1831. For this devout 
thanks are due to tle God and Father of our 
l.ord Jesus Christ, who of his abundant mercy — 
has enabled his servants to do something, 
though, alas !.when compared with the mag- 
nitude of the work yet to be accomplished, 
little towards supplying the myriads of India 
with the word of God, * i “a 


These operations in translating, printien, 
and distributing the sacred scriptures have 
been supported by the American and Foreign 
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Bible Society, the Bible Translation Society, 
and by various friends in this country. To- 
wards the translation of the Old Testament 
into Sanscrit, £500 have been received from 
the Bible Translation Society, and about 
£250 from other friends, principally through 
the Rev. J. M. Daniell of Ramsgate: £750 are 
still needed to complete this important work. 

Of the great good which these copies of the 
bible are likely to produce, a striking instance 
occurred recently in India. An intelligent 
and learned brahmin of Benares had occasion 
some little time ago to go down to Calcutta. 
On his way he called at Mirzapore, where one 
of the brethren of the London Missionary 
Society gave him a copy of the New Testa- 
ment in Sanscrit (Dr. Yates’s version). The 
pundit, to beguile his weary hours in the boat, 
read the Testament, and was convinced of its 
divine authority. On his arrival at Calcutta, 
he was directed to the house of an agent of the 
Church Missionary Society, and had repeated 
conversations with him on the subject of reli- 
gion, from which the missionary gathered that 
he was not only a sincere inquirer, but a sub- 
ject of divine grace. He has since connected 
himself with the cause of Christ in his native 
city. How beautiful this unintentional har- 
monious co-operation of three denominations 
in the conversion of this man! The Testa- 
ment, translated by a baptist, given away by 
an independent, and explained by an episco- 
palian, proved the means of leading him to 
Christ. ‘ This incident will also show (adds 
our correspondent) how important it is to 
have a Sanscrit translation. The brahmin 
would have declined accepting, or ‘at least 
would not have perused, a Testament in the 
common tongue.” 


Of the general state of the mission in India, 
the Committee are thankful in being able to 
give an encouraging account. 

In Calcutta, the eight churches contain 
454 members, of whom 270 are natives. The 
baptisms during the year have amounted to 
32—all natives, with the exception of three. 
The number of schools in Calcutta and the 
neighbourhood is 14, and of scholars 954, 
being an increase of 105. mi 

In various parts of Northern India there 
are sixteen churches; 69 persons have been 
baptized ; the total number of members being 
465. The number of schools is 19, with an 
average attendance of 673 scholars, an in- 
crease of about fifty as compared with the 
accounts of 1842. : 

In Ceylon, 76 persons have been added to 
‘the churches, making the total number of 
members 530. There are also 21 native 
preachers, and 40 schools, with 1257 child- 
ren. On the whole, therefore, the success of 


the mission throughout India is such as claims | p 


our gratitude and praise :—177 persons have 
been added to the churches on a profession of 
their faith ; the total number of members 
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being 1449. The number of schools is 73, 
and of children taught in them 2884, being 
an increase of 272, 

More than one of the missionaries of the 
Society in India plead that each zillah town 
should have at least one European missionary 
and two or three native assistants. These 
zillah towns are the centres of their respective 
districts, and are the seat of the country 
magistracy and collectorships. The average 
population of a zillahis a million, while each 
is larger than an English county. The offices 
of the magistrates, collector, and judge, are 
always attended by vast numbers of people 
from every part of the district—a circum- 
stance which renders these localities very im- 
portant for the purposes of preaching and 
distributing the scriptures. Surely it is not 
too much to ask for two missionaries for a 
million of people. 


I, CALCUTTA AND ITS NEIGHBOURHOOD. 


Station 
formed, 


1801 Cancurra.—W. Yates, D.D., C. C. Aratoon, 
James Thomas, J. D, Ellis (now in England), 
John Wenger, W. W. Evans, Andrew Leslie, 
Shujaat Ali. 

Female Missionaries—Mts. Yates, Mrs. Tho- 
mas, Mrs.Wenger, Mrs. Evans, and Mrs. 
Leslie. 

Native Preachers—Ram Hari and Shem. 


1838 InraLLy.—George Pearce, J. C. Page, George 
Small, Ram Krishna. 
Female Missionaries—Mrs. Pearce 
Smith. 
_ Native Preachers—Five Students of the Native 
Christian Institution. , 


and Mrs. 


1820 Hauran and SatxrvaA.—Thomas Morgan and 
Mrs. Morgan. 


Native Preacher—Ganga Narayan. 


1824 NARsINGDARCHOKE, and six neighbouring vil- 
lages.—J. Wenger, W. Thomas. 
Four Native Preachers. 


1830 Laxuyantipor, Khari, and five neighbouring 
yillages.—G. Pearce, F. De Monte. 


Native Preachers—Jacob, and three others. 


Eight Stations—Twelve Sub-stations—Fifteen Mis- 
sionaries—Hight Female Missionaries—Fifteen 
Native Preachers. 


During the year the distribution of Eu- — 


ropean missionary strength has remained much ~ 
the same as at the time of the last report. 
The Rey. A. Leslie has accepted the invita- 
tion of the church in the Circular Road 
Chapel, Calcutta, and has become its pastor. 
Dr. Yates, Mr. Thomas, Mr. Wenger, and C. 
C. Aratoon, devote themselves to the work of 
biblical translation, to which Mr. Wenger 
adds the charge of the church in Kalinga, 
and C. C. Aratoon the important duties of 
reaching to the heathen. The Native In- 
stitution at Intally is still under the superin- 
tendence of Mr. Small. Mr. Pearce, in 
connexion with Mr. William Thomas, Mr, 


. 
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De Monte,’and Mr. J. C. Page, has the 
care of the native churches south of Calcutta; 
Mr. Pearce also superintends the Native 
Christian Tnstitution—the female department 
being under the care of Mrs. Wenger. Mr. 
Evans is the pastor of the church at Lal Bazar, 
and the superintendent of the Benevolent In- 
stitution. Mr. Morgan continues his labours 
at Haurah as pastor of the church and super- 
intendent of the school. 

Preaching to the natives has been carried 
on during the last year by Rev. C. C. Ara- 
toon, Rev. J. C. Page, Ram Krishna, Shem, 
Ram Hari, and others, if not with great 
visible success, still with considerable encour- 
agement. 

There are about half a dozen preaching 
stations in various parts of Calcutta, where 
large and attentive audiences are addressed 
twice or thrice in the week. There are also 
occasional labours in places of public resort 
or in private houses, among the Roman 
Catholic and heathen population. The breth- 
ren speak of these fields of labour as more 
nearly resembling the stations of the Christian 
Instruction Society in this country, than 
strictly heathen districts. Idolatry is seldom 
defended. The unwillingness of the people to 
receive the gospel evidently springs from a 
love of sin, not from any strong attachment to 
Hindoo superstitions. 

It is cheermg to be able to add, that 
monthly meetings for prayer and conference 
have been established for the encouragement 
of the brethren engaged in this work—meet- 
ings described as highly interesting and pro- 
fitable. 


II, OTHER PARTS OF INDIA. 
1.—xatwa (cuTwa). 
Commenced in 1804. 


A town in the province of Bengal, situated 
on the western banks of the Hughli, about 
seventy-five miles N.N.W. from Calcutta, 


Missionary” . Rey. W. Carey. 
Native Preachers Digambar and Kanta. 


Mr. Carey has continued to labour among 
the heathen, with the aid of two native 
preachers. The church has lost one member 
by exclusion, and now numbers about thirty, 


- 2. suri, IN BIRBHUM (BEERBHOOM), 
Commenced in 1818. 
Sub-station— Dubrajpur. 

Birbhum is a district in the province of 
Bengal, situated on the north-western extre- 
mity. In 1814 it was estimated to contain 
7000 square miles, and in 1801 the popu- 
lation was estimated at 700,000, in the pro- 
portion of thirty Hindus to one Muhammadan. 
Suri, where the missionary resides, and which 
is the modern capital of the district, is about 
130 miles N.N.W. from Calcutta, 
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Rey. J. Williamson., 


Missionary . 
Sonatan and Haradhan. 


Native Preachers 


3.—MONGHIR, 
Commenced about the year 1817. 

A celebrated town and fortress in the pro- 
vince of Bahar, district of Boglipur, situated 
on the south side of the river Ganges, and 
distant from Calcutta about 300 miles. The 
number of inhabitants has been estimated at 
30,000. 

Missionaries Rey. J. Lawrence, © 


Rey. J. Parsons. 


Native Preachers. Nayansukh, Haridas, Sudin. 


4,—Patna. 
Commenced in 1811. 


Patna is situated on the northern bank of 
the Ganges, opposite the influx of the Gun- 
duck river, about 320 miles N.W. of Calcutta. 
Its population is variously stated, at from 
300,000 to 400,000 souls; two-thirds being 
Hindus. The Muhammadan name of the 
city 1s Azimabad. 


Missionary . = Rey. H. Beddy. : 
Native Preachers Kasi and Magdumbaksh. 


The labours of Mr. Reddy at Patna are 
full of encouragement. Eighteen have been 
baptized, and two restored. The total num- 
ber of members being forty-two. Mr. Beddy 
is daily engaged in making known the gospel 
to the numerous Hindus and Muhammadans, 
by whom he is surrounded. The Native 
Female Orphan Refuge is gradually increas- 
ing ;-it now numbers about twenty children. 


5.—BENARAS. 
Commenced in 1817. 


This ancient seat of Brahminical learning 
or Hindu superstition, is situated on the north 
bank of the Ganges, about 430 miles N.W. 
from Calcutta. It includes a population of 
upwards of 200,000: but during the idola- 
trous festivals the concourse is almost beyond 
calculation : 8000 houses are said to be occu- 
pied by brahmans, who receive contributions, 
though each has property of his own. The 
Muhammadans form about a tenth of the 
population. 

Missionary . Rey. W. Smith. 

Mr. Smith, now far advanced in age, has 
during the year continued to carry on his 
labours in and around the Rome of Hindustan, 
amidst painful trials of various kinds, — 

A church also exists at— 


CHUNAR, 
A town and fortress in the province of Alla- 
habad, district Jaunpur, situated on the south 
side of the Ganges, about seventeen miles in _ 
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a straight direction S.W. from Benaras, and 
433 N.W. from Calcutta. 


6,— ALLAHABAD. 
Commenced in 1814, 


This ancient city, the capital of the pro- 
vince, is situated at the confluence of the 
Jumna with the Ganges, and about 500 miles 
W.N.W. from Calcutta. At the junction of 
these two rivers, so awfully celebrated for the 
destruction of human life, vast crowds, both 
of Hindus and Musalmans, assemble annually 
to bathe in the sacred waters. Formerly the 
government derived a considerable revenue 
from a tax on the pilgrims which is now 
happily abolished. In 1803, the inhabitants 
of Allahabad, exclusive of the garrison, were 
estimated at 20,000 persons. 


Rey. L. Mackintosh. 
Malsahi. 


Missionary 
Native Preacher 


Mr. Mackintosh, although his course seems 
to be nearly run, and his afflictions are many 
and heavy, still continues to press forward 
towards the prize of our high calling. In the 
church he has been severely tried by the sin- 
ful conduct of some persons, which rendered 
the exclusion of three members necessary. 


7.— AGRA. 


Commenced in 1811—vrecommenced in 1834. 


The capital of the district and province of 
the same name, commodiously situated on the 
‘south-west side of the Jumna, about 800 miles 
N.W. from Calcutta. It does not appear 
that any enumeration of the population has 
ever been made; but the number of inhabi- 
tants is probably about 60,000, and from the 
facility Agra affords to the commerce of Wes- 
tern Hindustan, this number may be expected 
greatly to increase, The church numbers 
nearly sixty members. 

Missionary Rey. R. Williams. 

The Rev. T. Phillips, after labouring at 
Agra for rather more than three years, left it 
‘in the month of September last to commence 
operations at— 


8.—MUTIRA (MATHURA). 


A celebrated city of great antiquity, situ- 
‘ated on the western bank of the Jumna, about 
thirty miles N.E. by N. from Agra, and con- 
taining a population of 50,000 inhabitants, of 
‘whom about one-eighth are Muhammadans. 


Rey. T. Phillips. 
Brij Lal. 


A church consisting of four members was 
formed November 19th, 


Missionary . . . 
Native Preacher . 
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9,—Ditnt, 
Commenced in 1818. 


The ancient capital of the Great Mogul, 
and still nominally an imperial city under its 
own emperor, lies about 900 miles distant 
from Calcutta to the north-west. In the 
reign of Aurangzebe, the population was 
loosely estimated at two millions, and the 
ruins of old Dilhi even now cover the plain 
for nearly eight miles_to the south—a striking 
scene of desolation—though some of the gates 
and mosques of this ancient place are to- 
lerably entire. The present city is built on 
two rocky eminences, surrounded on three 
sides by a stone wall, of thirty feet in height, 
with the stream of the river Jumna on the 
east. Besides Hindu temples, there are above 
forty Muhammadan mosques in it. No re- 
gular census of the inhabitants has ever been 
taken, but they are estimated at about 150,000. 


Missionary . Rey. J. T. Thompson: 
Native Preachers Devigir and Maniram. 


10.—JessorE. 
Commenced in 1800. 


This district in the southern quarter of 
Bengal, is estimated at’ 5000 square miles, 
The inhabitants were reckoned in 1801, at 
one million two hundred thousand, in the pro- 
portion of nine Muhammadans to seven Hin- 
dus. Sahib-ganj, the usual residence of the 
Missionary, lies about 150 miles N. E. from 
Calcutta. 

Missionary . . . Rev. J, Parry. 
8 Stations. 8 Native Preachers. 

The church, although spreading over so 
many stations, may be considered as one. 


11.—Banisau. 


Commenced in 1828. 


Barisal is the principal town in the district 
of Bakarganj, about 185 miles east from Cal- 
cutta. 

Missionary . - Rey. 8. Bareiro. ~ 


Native Preachers . Bishwanathand Gorachand. 
Sub-station |. « Shagardi. 


12.—Duaca, (Dacca.) 
Commenced in 1816. 


A large town in Bengal, situated beyond 
the principal stream of the Ganges, but ex- 
tending, with its suburbs, six miles on the 
banks of the Buri Ganga or old Ganges. It 
is about 190 miles N. E. from Calcutta. Its 
population in 1801 was stated at above~ 
200,000, but it has been since estimated as 
high as 300,000 there being, as has been as- 
certained, about 90,000 houses, 

ore Rey. W. 

Missimaries { oy. 0. Leonard 
Native Preachers. Chand, Ramjiban, Jaynarayan, 


aos 


268 


13,—p1nasPuR, (DINAGEPORE) and SADAMAHL, 
Commenced in 1805. 


Dinajpur the capital of the district of the 
same name, is situated about 260 miles north 
of Calcutta. Population, about 20,000. 


Missionary . ; Rey. H. Smylie. 
Native Preacher or. Peter. 


14,—Cuirraconc. 
Commenced in 1812. 


This district, 120 miles long, by an average 
of 25 in width, and including above a million 
of inhabitants, forms the south-east extremity 
of Bengal, Here the two idolatrous systems 
of Brahma and Budh come into contact, and 
the chain of caste is therefore feeble. The 
capital Islamabad, is frequently called Chit- 
tagong, and there the missionaries reside. It 
is eight miles from the sea, on the western 
bank of the Karnaphuty river, and about 
340 miles east from Calcutta. The inha- 
bitants are a mixed race—Hindus, Muham- 
madans, and Arakanese or Maghs, The 
Muhammadans exceed the Hindus in the pro- 
portion of three to two. 

Missionaries . Rev. J. Johannes, Rey. J. C. Fink. 
Native Preachers Ganga Narayan, Bhagawan, Mani- 
ram, Dangiya. 

Nine members haye been added to the church by 
baptism, and six by dismission; the total number of 
members being thirty, 

If any consideration be required to strength- 
en the claims of India on British Christians, 
it is surely found in the large extension of the 
British power in that country, and by means 
which all must deplore. It is true that in the 
recent conquests which have secured this ex- 
tension, there has been a fearful loss of life 
and treasure; and that, unless by the gospel 
we can “redeem what has thus been expended, 
that life and treasure may be justly accounted, 
for the greater portion of it, lost in the most ab- 
solute sense. It is true also that our enterprise 
is a concern of serious expenditure. We have 
no way of avoiding the confession that it seeks 
to impose a little more cost for India on per- 
sons to whom that country has cost too much 
already; but it is an addition somewhat of the 
nature of an insurance for Christianity on the 
ultimate effect of the large expenditure past 
and to come. It is like something to be 
thrown into the water to cause that miracu- 
lously to float which were else irrecoverably 
lost.’ 

« And what adelightful thing if thus a power, 
never thought of by either parties in the long 
conflict, shall come in and take the best of the 
spoils, and assume, in a better sense, the 
dominion which so many potentates have 
been compelled to resign. And how de- 
lightful too, that amidst all these destructive 
competitions of transitory potentates (whether 
in India or elsewhere), and even by means of 
them, ‘‘there is gradually unfolding itself a 


THE MISSIONARY HERALD 


cause destined to grow to a dominion, which 
shall Jeaye no province nor tribe of the earth 
to be contested by the rivalries of an unhal- 
lowed ambition.” 

Tt is a fact perfectly in harmony with these 
general reasonings—taken from what all will 
allow to be the most original and profound dis- 
course ever preached before the Society, that 
of the late John Foster—that our brethren in 
Calcutta urge upon the Committee to keep in 
mind the probable openings in Scinde and 
other parts of Northern India, They believe 
and hope that the conquests there are already 
overruled, and are opening the way, for the 
gospel. 


III. ASIATIC ISLANDS. 


CEYLON. 

WGAWD doc veccscenscvsadesssee Cc. C. Dawson, Mrs. Daw- 
son, Mrs. Birt, J. Davies, 
Mrs. Davies,* P. Schu- 
macher. 

Mate -cccsasvetcenesenyoaniean J. D. Corea 

Triagama .. «ss J» Perera. 

Kaigalle scresvevees ... Don J. de Silva. 

Plantation Estates......... T. Garnier. 

COLOMBO, SC. .......ssseeeee Eben. Daniel, and six 
Students. 


Hanwella & Weilgama... C. de Alvis, D. Perera, 


and Dionysius. 


Kottighawatta...... SS J. W. Nader. 
Byanvilla...... +... J. Meldor. 
Kalany...... «se. W. Meldor. 
Kal Elleya .... J. de Alvis, 
Hendela ....... .. B. J. de Silva. 
Toomboville .... J. de Johannis, 
Mature ...... «is; J. Silva. 
Kornegalle.... . E. Mc Carthy. 
RANAPOOTE ..2..++0000000eee F. Ondatijie. 


* About to embark for Ceylon. 


There are also thirty-nine Schools. The gospel is 
also preached in upwards of two hundred villages. 
The number of church members is 530. 


JAVA. 


Samarang . . . . . Gottleib Bruckner, 


SUMATRA. 


Pedang 6. 65s 4s NVM, Ward, 


Four Stations—about Twenty Sub-stations—Six 
European Missionaries—Three Female Mission- 
aries—Twenty Native Preachers, including Stu- 
dents—Thirty-nine Schools. 


The labours of our brethren in Ceylon 
continue with unabated zeal and no small] 
measure of success, The health of Mr, 
Daniel being in some degree restored, he re- 
mains at Colombo ; while Mr. Dawson has 
the care of the stations around Kandy. Mrs. 
Birt has opened a girls’ school at this latter 
station, which is productive of the best re- 
sults, The attendance is large and encou- 
raging. 5 aba 

The Institution at Colombo, for the training 
of native preachers is opened, and ceded 
by six pious young men, who have devoted 
themselves to the work of the Christian 
ministry. , ee aor 
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The printing: press at Kandy has been used 
during the year in printing tracts and school 
books. Several thousand copies of which 
have been published. The committee have 
pleasure in stating that Mr. Davies, late stu- 
dent at Bradford, has been accepted for this 
station, and is expected to sail in May. 

Towards the expenses of the various sta- 
tions, the sum of about £350 has been con- 
tributed in the island. 


AFRICA. 


FERNANDO Po, CamERooNS, CALABAR, &c.—John 
Clarke, G. K. Prince, M.D., Thomas Stur- 
geon, Joseph Merrick, W. Newbegin (Sur- 
geon). 


Assistant Missionaries—Thomas Thompson and 
Alfred Saker (Engineers). 


Teachers—Alexander Fuller, John Christian, 
W. Smith, Mr. Bundy, Mr. Norman, Mr. 
Ennis, Mr. Gallimore, Mr. Duckett. 


Female Missionaries—Mrs. Clarke, Mrs. Prince, 
Mrs. Sturgeon, Mrs. Merrick, Mrs. Newbe- 
gin, Mrs. Thompson, Mrs. Saker, Mrs. Bundy, 
Mrs. Norman, Mrs. Ennis, Mrs. Gallimore, 
Misses Stewart, Davis, and Cooper. 


Three Stations—Hight Missionaries and Assistant 
Missionaries — Eight Teachers— Fourteen Fe- 
male Missionaries and Teachers. 


The last report of the Society brought down 
the history of the African mission to the 
arrival in this country of Messrs. Clarke and 
Merrick and Dr. Prince. The hope was then 
expressed that in a few months several mis- 
sionaries, with some native teachers from 
Jamaica, would be employed in regular mis- 
sion work at Fernando Po, and the coasts of 
the neighbouring continent. 

This hope is now realized. Dr. Prince and 
Messrs. Merrick and Fuller reached Clarence 
at the beginning of September, and were wel- 
comed with hallowed joy by Mr. Sturgeon 
and the people. 

Our brethren immediately commenced ope- 
rations. The school, which Mr. Sturgeon’s 
illness had compelled him to close, was re- 
opened with about seventy scholars. Mr. 
Merrick proceeded by the first opportunity to 
Camaroons, where two stations were formed 
at the towns of King Agua and King Bell. 
Two pieces of land have been obtained for the 
erection of chapels and mission-houses. At 
the same time Dr. Prince started for Calabar 
where he received a kind reception from the 
people of that place. 

Long ere this there is every reason to be- 
lieve that Mr. Clarke and his noble band of 
teachers and settlers from Jamaica have 
reached Africa. 

Shortly after the arrival of our brethren at 
Clarence, a public missionary meeting was 
held, when various addresses were delivered, 
principally by the native members of the 
church, and the sum of £16 15s, collected, 
which was increased on the following day to 
upwards of £20, as 
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The congregation at Clarence is not less 
than five hundred, and the number of members 
forty-four. 

The health of the brethren at this station 
was, according to the last accounts, all that 
could be wished. Considering the insalu- 
brity of the climate, this circumstance calls 
for peculiar thanksgiving and praise. 

Since the last report the Society have be- 
come the proprietors of the property of the 
West African Company in Fernando Po. 
The possession of it has enabled them to pro- 
vide immediate accommodation for their mis- 
sionaries, and has furnished buildings for 
schools and religious worship, while it will 
enable the Committee to facilitate the settle- 
ment at Clarence of Christian emigrants from 
Jamaica, 

The Committee are much concerned to 
state, that (though they have given unre- 
mitted attention to the subject of a vessel for 
Africa) they have not yet succeeded in obtain- 
ing one adapted to their purpose. The 
“ Dove” which was built for this mission, 
does not answer at present. Negociations are 
pending in reference to the matter, which the 
Committee have reason to hope will be brought 
to a satisfactory termination. 


CANADA. 


Rev. J. M. Cramp, M.A. Rey. W. H. Landon.’ 


At the last annual meeting, it was resolved 
to extend the sphere of the Society’s labours, 
so as to enable it to take in all parts of the 
world beyond the British Isles. Unavoidable 
circumstances prevented the Committee act- 
ing on this resolution, till within the last few 
months, Still they have to present an encou- 
raging report of their labours since that time, 
and trust that the state of their finances in the 
coming year will justify the hopes of the Com- 
mittee, and enable them to meet more largely 
the wants and claims of the British colonies. 

In compliance with the very urgent appli- 
cation of the Canada Baptist Missionary 
Society, the Committee have resolved on mak- 
ing grants, for a limited time, to agents occu- 
pying two prominent stations in Canada; and 
also to send out three missionaries to labour 


in destitute and important districts in that — 


province. : 
At Montreal, the tutor of the college is 


supported by the Society ; the students by the _ 
churches, or by their friends. The number 


of students at present is thirteen. They are 
engaged in preaching every Lord’s day, in 
Montreal and the vicinity. 
has left the institution, and is now engaged in 
the work of an evangelist, at Chatham, 

~The Committee have much pleasure in 
stating, that they have succeeded in obtaining 
the services of the Rev. J. M. Cramp, M.A, 
of Hastings, as theological tutor, an office 


One, Mr. King, ~ 
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which was vacant when the Society undertook | 
the responsibilities of the Baptist Colonial 
Society, through the removal of the Rev. Dr. 
Davies to Stepney College, London. 

The missionary operations in Canada have 
enjoyed during the year considerable success. 
Through the aid afforded by the Society, Mr. 
Landon has given his undivided attention to 
the Tuscaroras, and has been kindly assisted 
in his work by Mr. Carryer. A system of 
general education for the whole tribe is in 
Contemplation, which it is hoped will be 
carried out during the year. Indians from 
other tribes —the Mohawks, the Delawares, 
and the Cayugas—have solicited aid, and 
have requested that religious teachers may be 
sent among them. The number of members 
connected with the church at Tuscarora is 
102. 

The Committee are deeply convinced that 
there are many peculiar claims to extended 
operations in this field. ‘To meet them they 
must_rely on the increased contributions of 
their friends. 


EUROPE. 


FRANCE. 


Brittany—Morlaiz Rey. J. Jenkins, Rev. J. Jones. 
Mrs. Jenkins, Mrs. Jones. 


Contrary to the expectations the Committee 
expressed at the last. annual meeting, they 
have to report the commencement of mission- 
ary operations in Continental Europe. A 
station has been commenced at Morlaix in 
Brittany ; one missionary already upon the 
spot taken upon the funds of the Society, and 
another accepted. This mission was originally 
supported by some of the churches in South 
Wales. A few months ago an application 
was received from them, requesting the Com- 
mittee to undertake the support of this mission, 
as they were unable to support it efficiently, 
and at the same time continue their contribu- 
tions to the Baptist Missionary Society. After 
a lengthened and careful inquiry, the Com- 
mittee complied with this request, and have 
resolved to carry on the efforts of our brethren 
with more energy and efficiency than their 
means allowed. The district is a very im- 
portant one; the population upwards of two 
and a half millions, of whom one million 
speak Breton, and half of these Breton only. 
Mr. Jenkins was, till lately, the only mis- 
sionary among them. ‘The presence and co- 


operation of Mr, Jones will prove, it is hoped, | 


of essential service, 

The Committee have pleasure in stating, 
that a very convenient site has been obtained 
for a chapel, towards the erection of which 
they will be glad to receive contributions. 
M. Le Fourdray, the protestant minister at 
Brest, has ibdle promised to make personal 
Spatestion for help in Paris and other parts 
of France. 
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The Committee have to acknowledge the 
kindness of the Paris Religious Tract Society, 
in granting aid towards printing several tracts 
written by Mr. Jenkins in the Breton tongue. 
A new version of the scriptures in that lan- 
guage has been begun, and a considerable 
portion, it is hoped, will be completed during 
the year. 

The awful ignorance and superstition of the 
people call loudly for the sympathy and pray- 
ers of British Christians ; while a recent 
minute of the government in reference to 
liberty of religious worship, is likely to afford, 
in the opinion of our brethren, increased 
facility for religious protestant movements. 


WEST INDIES. 
I. JAMAICA. 


County OF SURREY. 


Kingston, East Queen Street.—Samuel Oughton. 
Teacher—W. Spraggs. 
Stanley Hill, Mount Hephzibah. 
Members, 3815. 
Day-school—Kingston. Scholars, 435. Sun- 
day-schools, 2. Scholars, 698. 


Kingston, Hanover Slreet.—J. H. Wood. 
Mavis Bank. 
Members, 539. 
Day-school. Scholars, 30, Sunday-school. 
Scholars, 100. 
Port Royal.—George Rouse. 
Members, 130. 


Yallahs. 


Annatto Bay and Buff Bay.—W. Lloyd. Teacher— 
John West. 
Coningsburgh. 
Members, 1218. 
Day-school. Scholars, 99. 
Scholars, 150. 


No return. 


Sunday-school. 


Manchioneal.— John Kingdon. Teachers— Mrs. 
Kingdon, Miss Davis. 
Denmark Hill, Belle Castle. 
Members, 232, 
Day-school. Scholars, 89. 


Sunday-school. 
Scholars, 120. 


County oF MIDDLESEx. 


Spanish Town and Sligo Town.—J. M. Phillippo, T. 
Dowson, and J. Lynch. Teachers—E. Carr, 
Mr. and Mrs. Ogborne, Mr and Mrs. Ennis, 
A. Anderson, Mr. and Mrs. Archer, Mr. and 
Mrs. Norman, J. O’Meally. 

Passage Fort, Kitson Town, Rock River, Clarkson 

Town, and St. Faith, 

Members, 3641. 

Day-schools— Spanish Town, Passage Fort, Sligo 
Town, Kitson Town, Dawkin’s Caymanas. 
Scholars, 574. 

Sunday-schools, 4. Scholars, $30. 


Vale Lionel, Mandeville-—G. P. Evans. 
Victoria, Marlton, * 
Members, 400. 
Day-schools, 2. Scholars, 100. 


Jericho and Mount Hermon.—E. Hewett & J. Hume. 
Brandon Hill, Scott’s Hall. 
Members, 1483. ; 
Day-schools, 2. Scholars, 161. Sunday-schools, 


~, 


' 2. Scholars, 1005. 
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Mount Charles. 


Smyrna and Springfield.—R. Merrick. 
Members, 404. 
Day-schools, 2. Scholars, 62. Sunday-schools, 2. 
Scholars, 422. 
Mount Nebo—C. Armstrong. Teacher— Miss 
O’Meally. 
Bethel. 
Members, 278. 
Day-school. Scholars, 108. Sunday-school. 
Scholars, 210. 

Port Maria, Oracabessa, and Mount Angus.—D. Day, 
F. Hands, and W. Teale. Teachers—S. Wil- 
liams, R. Small. 

Jack’s River. 
Members, 1614 
Day-schools,3. Scholars,278. Sunday-schools, 
3. Scholars, 151. 


St. Ann’s Bay and Coultart Grove.—T. F. Abbott. 
Teachers—Miss Stewart, Mr. J. Roberts, Mr. 
J. Higgin, and Mr, J. Ellis. 
Nichol’s Mount. 
Members, 1086. 
Day-schools, 4. Scholars, 351, Sunday-schools, 
4. Scholars, 741, 


Ocho Rios and Stacey Ville.—B. Millard. Teachers 
—H. Beckford and T, Smith. 
Richmond Hill. 
Members, 723. 
Sunday-schools, 2. Scholars, 200. 


Four Paths and Ebony Chapel. 


Brown’s Town.—John Clark. Teachers—T. Cum- 
mins, R. Brown, Mr. and Mrs. Hodges. 
Sturge Town, Buxton, and Rose Hill. 
Members, 1680. 
Day-schools, 3. Scholars, 548. Sunday-schools, 
Scholars, 1325. 


Bethany and Clarkson Ville.—H. J. Dutton. Teach- 
ers—F. Johnson, T. Henry, Miss Drayton, J. 
Christie, L. Smith. 

Stepney, Mount Zion, Carlisle, Gloster. 
Members, 761. 
Day-schools, 5. Scholars, 292. Sunday-schools, 
3. Scholars, 1100. 


Old Harbour.—H. C. Taylor. 
Vere and Mount Freedom. 
Members, 1207. 


County oF CORNWALL. 


Rio Bueno.—J. Tinson. Teacher—B. Smith. 


Members, 430. 
Day-school. Scholars, 188. 
Scholars, 150. 


Sunday-schovl. 


Dry Harbour.— Vacant. 
Members, 239. 

Day-School. Scholars, 20. 
Scholars, 45. 


Stewart Town and New Birmingham.—B. B. Dexter. 
Teachers—W. Bailey, G. and Mrs. Miliner. 
Providence, Olney. 
Members, 1041. 
Day-schools, 2. Scholars, 205. Sunday-schools, 
4. Scholars, 505. : 


Falmouth and Refuge.—W. Knibb. Teachers— 
Mr. and Mrs. Gay, T. Knibb, A. Silverthorne, 
J. Wallace, W. H. Dillon, e 
Kettering, &c. 
Members, 2192. 
Day-schools, 4. Scholars, 418. Sunday-schools, 
4. Scholars, 1020. 


Waldensia and Unity.—J. E, Henderson. 
; —G,. Henderson. 


Sunday-school. 


Teacher 
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Jubilee. 
Members, 1024. 
Day-school. Scholars, 317. Sunday-schools, 2. 
Scholars, 1000. 


Montego Bay and Watford Hill—P. H. Cornford. 
Teacher—Mr. Vaughan. 
Members, 1320. 
Day-schools, 2. Scholars, 97. Sunday-school. 
Scholars, 1015. 


Mount Carey, Shortwood, and Bethel Town.—T. Bur- 


chell, Teachers—J, C. Hayles, W. Payne, 
M. Morris, Misses A. and J. Reid, and Miss 
Stewart. 

Bass Grove. 


Members, 1662. 
Day-schonls, 3. Scholars, 500. Sunday-school. 
Scholars, 1000. 


Salter’s Hill.—W. Dendy. TZeachers—Mr. and Mrs. 
Claydon, John Armstrong. 
Maldon, Sudbury. 
Members, 1588. 
Day-schools, 2. Scholars, 238, Sunday-schools, 
2. Scholars, 203. 


Bethtephil.—Thomas Pickton. 
Mrs. Gould, E. B. Carey. 
Hastings. 
Members, 810. 
Day-schools, 2. Scholars, 266. Sunday-schools, 
2. Scholars, 991. 


Teachers—Mr. and 


Bethsalem and Middle Quarters.—J, May. Teachers 
—Miss Davey, J. Dirrane. 
Accompong, Maroon Town. ‘ 
Members, 385. 3 
Day-schools. Scholars, 70. Sunday-schools, 2. 
Scholars, 105. 


Savanna-la-Mar.—J. Hutchins. Teachers—Mr. and 
Mrs. Munroe, J. Kirby, Angus Brissett. 
Sutcliffe, Bunyan’s Mount, and Providence. 
Members, 678. 
Day-schools, 4. Scholars, 152. Sunday-schools, 
3. Scholars, 256. 


Fuller’s Field—W. Hume. 
Springfield, Blackness. 
M. mbers, 388. 
Sunday-school. Scholars, 100. 


Lucea and Green Island.—E. J. Francies. Teachers 
Miss Clark, C. Siblong. 
Mount Maria, Murch Town, &e. =< 
Members, 1221. c 
Day-Schools, 3. Scholars, 321, Sunday-schools, 


3. Scholars, 392. 


Gurney’s Mount and Fletcher’s Groye.—E. Woolley. 
Teacher—J. Andrews. 

Fort William. 
Members, 775. SS 
Day-school. Scholars, 112. Sunday-schvol. 

Scholars, 202. 

Fifty-one Stations—Thirty-six Sub-stations—Thirty- —-—~ 
three Missionaries—Thirty Female Missionaries 
—Sixty Teachers—Eight Hundred Sunday-school 
Teachers—Fifty Schools—Fifty Sunday-schools. 


From Jamaica intelligence of a directly mis< 
sionary character has been received less fre- 
quently than in previous years, though the 
Committee have had the pleasure of keeping — 
up a regular business correspondence with their 
brethren. ; 

The state of trade in the island, and the 
long continued drought, have combined to 
make the work of the Christian missionar 
when dependent on his people, a peculiarly 


—— 


we 


to 
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trying one. Our brethren, however, have 
struggled on in the midst of these difficulties 
with much self-denial, and an encouraging 
measure of success. The schools have suffered, 
and the remaining amount of debt upon their 
chapels has proved, in the general scarcity of 
money, a serious burden. It is hoped, how- 
ever, that these difficulties will by some 
means or other be removed, and that the 
noble experiment, unexampled in the history 
of modern missions, of a large body of mission 
churches declaring themselves independent of 
the pecuniary support of the parent society, 
will be crowned with complete success, 

Three years ago the churches in Jamaica 
sent an application to the Committee to begin 
a mission to Africa, promising to ‘‘stand by 
them.” That mission was begun, and the 
pledge has been nobly fulfilled. By the 
“Chilmark,”’ nine-and-thirty persons, in all, 
left Jamaica for Africa; and while the Com- 
mittee bore the expenses of the vessel, the 
outfit of these friends was borne, to the extent 
of £500, by the churches that sent them. An 
equal sum, at least, has been received from 
Jamaica each year since the African Mission 
was first established. 

The Educational Institution at Calabar, 
which was purchased from the Jubilee Fund, 
was opened shortly after the last annual 
meeting. There are at present ten students 
in it, and their tutor, the Rev. Joshua Tin- 
son, reports favourably of their piety and 
qualifications. In consequence of Mr. Tin- 
son’s illness, from which however he has now 
recovered, less progress has been made b 
them in their studies than might have been 
wished. There is every reason to expect, 
however, that the report of the coming year 
will be more encouraging and satisfactory. 

The salary and expenses of the tutor, it 
will be remembered, are borne by the Society; 
the support of the students by the churches. 

In connexion with thirty-nine stations in 
Jamaica, 1881 persons have been baptized ; 
while from eleven others no definite report 
has been received. The total number of 
members connected with the thirty-nine sta- 
tions is 22,154 ; with all the churches about 
34,000, The number of inquirers about 
12,000. The number of scholars in the. day- 
schools is 5981, and in the peers 
14,036, 


II, BAHAMA ISLANDS. 


New Providence. 
Nassau serena | 
Carmichael ....... 


H. Capern. 
W. Rycroft. 
seooee Re M‘Leod. 


Good Hope Hill........ R. Rutherford.; 
Eleuthera. : 


Governor's Harhour... { y aus ‘ 
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St. Salvador. 


North End.......c.seese» M. Stubbs. 


DGGE). <5. cn0%e ... A. Hepburn. 
Pigeon Bay .... ... D. Seymour. 
Lucky Mount .......+++ M. Hunter. 
Rum Cay 
North Side............+0. P. Hepburn. 
South Side .......sesere G. Hall. 
S. Kerr. 


Exruma, 
Stevenstone, d&e. ...... 


Grand Bahama. 
Ryding Point .. 
Crow Harbour ... 

Andros Island. 


Cork Sound, &e. ... { 


Hugh Rolle, &c. 


.. A. Lewis. 
. H. Laing. 


J. Millar. 
S. Symond. 
J. Russell. 


Turk’s Island. 


Grand Cay, &¢ W. Littlewood. 


Lorimers... ..... in 
Creek; G0. i. csssde-doxies 
Crooked Island .....++++++ J ee 
J. Middleton. 
Ragged Island......... ; W. Campy. 
2 . Knowles. 
Long Island ......00000 { P. Millard, &c. 


Eleven Stations—About Twenty Sub-stations—Four 
Missionaries—Twenty-five Native Helpers—2141 
Members. 


The numerous and important stations in 
the Bahamas continue under the care of 
Messrs. Capern, Littlewood, and Rycroft, 
who have laboured with great diligence and 
encouraging success. Five hundred and 
twenty-one have been added to the churches ; 
while the scholars in the day schools have 
increased in number from a hundred and 
eighty-eight to four hundred and six. 

Mr, Littlewood has been for some time at 
Nassau, and Mr, Rycroft has been supplying 
his place at Grand Cay. In addition to his 
usual labours, Mr. Rycroft has been much 
engaged in out-door preaching; and has en- 
Joyed the blessing of God in this work. 

By the last accounts it appears that Mr. 
Rycroft had visited Hayti, and received from 
the people there an urgent invitation to re- 
main. The field was even then white unto 
the harvest; the people themselves crying 
“* Come over and help us.” 

Contributions of school materials will be 
exceedingly welcome to the brethren at these 
stations, and will materially aid them in their 
important work, 


HI. TRINIDAD. 


PORT OF SPAIN AND THREE OTHER STATIONS: 


George Cowen—Mrs. Cowen. 
.. Four Stations. . One Missionary, 
One Female Missionary. 

At this large and important island Mr. 
Cowen continues td labour with assiduity 
though in the midst of many discouragements. 

‘‘ Compared with the peasantry of Jamaica,” 
says Mr. Phillippo, ‘ the lower classes of Tri- 
nidad are awfully demoralized, but I doubt 


| not, by the blessing of God on the combined: 


and increased efforts of the different mission- 
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ary societies there, this wilderness, dark, and 
dreary, and pestilential as it is, will blossom 
as the garden of the Lord. I have been much 
gratified by my last visit into the interior, and 
think the field a very important and interest- 
ing one !”” 

One of the chief difficulties of the island 
arises from the prevalence of popery among 
the people, combined as it often is with the 
worst forms of African superstition. Yet, 
“through the grace and goodness of Him in 
whose name I first commenced my labours 
(says Mr. Cowen), I continue until this day : 
nothing discouraged or moved ; though of 
positive prosperity I can say but little. Seve- 
ral persons have during the year cheered my 
heart by the recitals they have made, and of 
whom I hope better things than that they 
will go back to the world.” 

“There is so much preparatory work to be 
performed in this benighted place, where a 
species of popish superstition pervades all 
minds, more or less, that for the present we 
must be content to sow and let others reap in 
days to come. The distinguishing ordinance 
which we would enforce is here held in the 
highest contempt, as well as all who have 
obeyed it, so that we have to emerge from our 
present small commencement through obsta- 
cles and difficulties. But already the clouds 
begin to disperse. Increase the number of 
your missionaries if possible: patient, faithful, 
untiring, plodding characters are needed, who 
will reduce all the dictates of the Spirit to 
daily practice. Send usa French and Spanish 
scholar, if you can procure such, who will 
spend and be spent for Christ in this dark 
land. I feel that we must go out of the ordi- 
nary track of recular and formal services for 
religious worship; and boldly attack, and 
zealously, with love, teach from house to 
house, in season and out of season, or what 
do we more than others whose sole object is 
gain? I am happy to inform you that my 
health and that of my family continues good.” 

It appears that on the whole twenty persons 
have been baptized during the year: the 
total number of members at all the stations 
being fifty-one. _ 

Mr. Cowen writes with much urgency for 
aid towards the establishment of schools in the 
many destitute districts of Trinidad; “ As I 
informed you on a former occasion (says he), 
there are some of the Mico schools which, 
when discontinued by the charity, I should 
much like to take up. They are in localities 
in which we should have branch stations, and 
a school in connexion with each station would 
materially help forward the work in which we 


are engaged. I am about opening a school | 


at Corbean town, and trust that I may draw 
upon you for £30, as the salary of a female 
teacher. You will do much, very much, to 
further our mission here if you can assist in 
supporting a few schools. Indeed they are 
essential to the efficiency of our mission.” 
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The brotherly feeling expressed by the three 
or four missionaries of other societies already 
in the island is also encouraging. “ Mission- 
ary brethren of other societies,” says Mr. 
Phillippo, “are very friendly to our objects. 
At a farewell meeting held in the little baptist 
chapel, the Rev. Mr, Kennedy of the secession 
church publicly expressed his desire that a 
goodly number of baptist labourers might be 
at once sent from Jamaica to diffuse their 
spirit into the dormant mass in the island ; 
and probably,” adds Mr. Phillippo, “this will 
be the most effectual means of evangelizing 
the West India islands as well as South 
America,” 

The Committee feel a gratification in report- 
ing, that the substantial and convenient pre- 
mises recently occupied as the school of the 
Mico charity in Trinidad, have been sold to 
the society by the trustees, at a price much 
below their original cost. These premises, it 
is hoped, are by this time prepared as a 
chapel and school for the use of the station. 
This is one of the purchases which the Com- 
mittee have been enabled to make in conse- 
quence of the Jubilee fund. 


IV. HAYTI. 
PORT AU PLAT, AND TWO OTHER STATIONS, 
Number of members 48. 


As the visits of our brethren to this large 
and populous island have been infrequent, 
and the Committee have not yet stationed a 
missionary at Port au Plat, the report for the 
last year is less encouraging than it might other- 
wise have been. Still, though Messrs, Little- 
wood and Rycroft have visited the island but 
twice during the year, the members of the 
church have been so active and consistent, 
and such a measure of blessing has been 


poured upon them, that thirty-four have been — 


baptized during the year. The total number 
of members being forty-eight. A Sunday- 
school has also been formed which now con- 
tains eighty-five children. 

“There are persons of our body,” says Mr. 
Rycroft, ‘‘in different parts of the island. 
This Jand is open to us, and in it we have 
materials that could aid our efforts. Shall 


we deny to this dark land the light of truth,—— 


Oh, do send to the perishing souls ofthis 
place the gospel. You have much on your 
hand, but at least let one herald of mercy 
dwell here.” 3 . 

To this urgent appeal the Committee hope 
shortly torespond. 

The eagerness of the people to receive tracts 
and bibles (with which Mr. Rycroft had been 
supplied, through the kindness of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society and the Religious 
Tract Society), is very encouraging, ‘‘ No 
sooner is the bible read than all is attention, 
and pleasure appears in every face.” 

Mr, Rycroft adds, that there are several 


\ 
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candidates whom he hopes to baptize before 
he leaves the island. 

It is an encouraging and remarkable cireum- 
stance, that the recent revolution in Hayti has 
disestablished popery and placed all religious 
bodies in a position of civil equality. 


HONDURAS. 


. Alexander Henderson. 
Sub-stations.—Spanish Creek, Baker’s 
Bank, Carib Town, Mosquito Shore. 
Native Preachers and Schoolmasters.— 
John Rock, Wm. Michael, J. Warner, 
Mrs. Warner, G. Howell, and others. 


One Station—Four Sub-stations—One Missionary— 
, Seven Native Preachers and Schoolmasters— 
Five Schools—Three Sunday-schools. 


BELIZE . 


The labours of Mr. Henderson, at Belize, 
have been continued during the last year 
without interruption, though in the midst of 
considerable discouragement, the exercise 
of necessary discipline in the church having 
diminished the number by eleven, while fit- 
teen have been dismissed, by letter, to Africa 
and to the West Indian islands. On the other 
hand, eighteen persons have been received 
into the church, of whom eight have been 
baptized. The total number of members is 
one hundred and thirty-one. At the same 
time the children in the day schools amount 
in all to three hundred and thirty-seven—an 
increase as compared with the previous year 
of one hundred and ten. 

Of the importance of this station in conse- 
quence of its close connexion with the southern 
continent of America, Mr. Henderson speaks 
strongly. ‘I am persuaded,” says he, ‘“‘if I 
were to answer a few questions from the Com- 
mittee relative to this field of missionary 
enterprise, I should not be long without help. 
One missionary on the border of a country 
inhabited by millions !—enough light to show 
their darkness, but totally insufficient to aid 
them.” 


AGENCY AND AUXILIARIES. 


The close attention of the Committee has 
been directed during the year to the formation 
of auxiliaries throughout the country, under 
the conviction that the increase of the funds 
of the Society depends mainly on the effec- 
tiveness of this agency. There are loud calls 
upon every hand for more labourers; many 
additional ones have been sent out during the 
last year, and many more, it is hoped will be 
sent out during the year on which we have 
entered. An increase of the funds of the 
Society is therefore absolutely necessary to 
meet these increased claims. 

In the north of England, the Rev. Philip J. 
Saffery has been busily and successfully oc- 
cupied in forming auxiliary societies. His 
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labours have been in a pecuniary way highly 
remunerative, and it is expected will prove 
even more so during the coming year. Aux- 
iliaries have been organized or re-organized at 
Manchester, Bacup, Hoxlingden, Accrington, 
Burnley, Hunmanby, Hull, Baldersby, Be- 
dale, Malton, Hunslet, Rawden, Newcastle, 
Whitehaven, and Sunderland. 

Juvenile auxiliaries have also been formed 
at Manchester, Leeds, and other places. 

In the important work of bringing the 
claims of the Society before the young, the 
Committee are happy in being able to report 
that the Rev. William Fraser has given to it 
about three months of the year with very en- 
couraging success. Meetings have been held, 
and- juvenile associations formed in Lan- 
cashire, Somersetshire, Gloucestershire, North- 
amptonshire, Cambridgeshire ; and in parts of 
Essex. Several also have been formed in 
London. At Regent-street, Lambeth, the 
efficiency of such agency has been admirably 
proved—the young persons connected with 
that place, having collected upwards of £80 
for the support of the native teachers at Fer- 
nando Po, 

The Committee also beg to acknowledge 
the great obligations of the Society to their 
respected treasurer, for his kind and useful 
exertions in this same cause. He has also 
visited during the year, various parts of Cam- 
bridgeshire and Norfolk, Hampshire and 
Gloucestershire, and greatly interested the 
young in Christian missions. 

In Wales, the Rev. Benj. Price has been 
engaged for about four months, in visiting 
Welsh churches, not previously visited by 
other deputations. The Committee are glad 
to report that this agency has more than an- 
swered their expectations ; and in the hope 
that it may be yet more successful, they have 
secured the services of Mr. Price for another 
six months, 

The Rey. E. Carey has continued during 
the year, without a week’s interruption, to 
visit. various counties on behalf of the Society. 

To these agencies the Committee ascribes 
the small increase of funds which they are 
able to report :—an increase which is encou- 
raging considering the efforts of the previous 
year, and the great distress which has pre- 
vailed during much of the present. 

As an illustration of the importance of sys- 
tematic effort on behalf of the mission, it may 
be mentioned, that from the auxiliary Society 
in Glasgow, re-organized during the year, the 
Committee have received upwards of £150, 
a larger amount than was generally obtained 
even by the visit of a deputation. 


FUNDS. 


> 


The Committee acknowledge, with many 
thanks, the following donations of £50 and 
upwards, 2 i‘ 


f 
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Mr. Thomas Poulton, Lowfield Farm, by 
Mr. Hawkins 


WWW MLO Os cE Np orsee cece chads Sin gocs oancarestessete 100 
Kingston, Jamaica, a Christian Teetolaler 50 
8. M. Peto, Esq.,and Mrs. Peto, annual... 100 
Mrs. Broadley Wilson........ abeeersmewseoeas eee 90 
Joseph Gurney, Esq.... 50 
Robert Benson, Esq. ... 50 
James Douglas, Esq. ............0. 120 
David Sinclair, Esq., for Sanscrit............ 100 


Another source of income to which the 
Committee refer is the legacies kindly be- 
queathed to the Society by old and warmly 
attached friends. During the year the follow- 
ing have been received : 


The late Mrs. Margaret Fergusson, Perth..... 
The late Miss Pelligrew, Augnacloy..........-+ 
The late Mr. Goode, Hartford.............. 
The late David Owen, Esq., Pwllheli .. 
The late Mr. S. Warwick, Roade ........ 
The late Mr. G. Baron, Bridlington... = 
The late Mrs. Dore, Walworth, by W. B 
Come, B&Q. ......0secscesncene 
The late James Dyson, Es 
The late Thomas King, Esq., Birming 
TOQSiCUWO) erenasiossovacesnatecenasewtstelecsessctoeseeve 
The late John Mackay, Esq., Rockfield 
The late Mrs. Stimpson, Waterbeach.......... 
The late William Cozens, Esq., London ...... 
The late Mr Head, Southampton ........ 
The late Rey. M. Oddy, Bradford ........ 
The late Mr. W. Deacon, Northampton 
The late Mrs. Williams, third payment 
The late Rev. R. Hogg, Kimbolton ..... 
The late George Morris, Esq., London 
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The total receipts of the Society for the 
year, exclusive of contributions towards the 
Mission Vessel, amount to £21,661 Os. 3d., 
being an increase, as compared with the pre- 
ceding year, of £462 16s. 5d. Of this sum, 
£16,479 11s. 10d. has been contributed for 
the general purposes of the Society. The 
remainder is made up of contributions for 
special objects. Of these, the following de- 
serve distinct acknowledgment. From their 
tried friends, the Committee of the Bible 
Translation Society, grants to the amount of 
£2500 have been received ; and through that 
society, a grant of £619 5s. 4d., from the 
brethren in America, towards translations 
now executing by the missionaries of the 
Society in Calcutta. Special contributions 
towards the Sanscrit version have been al- 
ready acknowledged. In return for these 
munificent contributions, the Committee have 
already announced the publication of 45,000 
volumes of scriptures, and the circulation of 
47,760. The total number of volumes printed 
since 1831 is 334,445. 

The grateful acknowledgments of the Com- 
mittee are also due to the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, to the Religious Tract Societies 
of London, and Paris, and America; to the 
Sunday School Union; and to the British 
and Foreign School Society, for various 
grants, the particulars of which have been 
already inserted in the Herald. 


THE JUBILEE FUND, 


Up to the 31st of March, 1843, the actual 
receipts of the Jubilee Fund were reported as 
£30,433 17s. 6d. Since that time the Com- 
mittee have received £3750 19s. 8d., making 
a total of £34,184 17s. 2d., of which £1512 
5s. Od. is specially contributed for a vessel to 
be employed in the use of the Mission on the 
coast of Africa. Of this sum £13,469 Os. 9d. 
was reported as expended at the time of 
the last annual meeting. The balance of 
£20,415 16s. 5d. is therefore still to be 
accounted for. Of this amount £500 has 
been granted towards the expense of enlarg- 
ing and completing the premises at Calabar 
in Jamaica, and another sum of £500 ad- 
vanced upon them asa loan. The expenses 
of the African Mission, including the pur- 
chase of the property at Clarence, and the 
chartering of the ‘‘ Chilmark,”’ have amounted 
to £3201 15s. 10d. Payments on account 
of the Mission House, including the purchase 
of the freehold, and 4-5ths of contract, to 
£6393 6s. £500 have been paid, in fulfil. 
ment of the vote of last year, to the Baptist 
Board of Missions for their Mission to China; 
£400 have been voted to various stations in 
India, and £400 loan to stations in Jamaica; 
£1512 are due for the vessel; and there is a 
balance in hand of £6679 2s. 3d., the whole 
of which is pledged to the various objects 
announced in the first resolutions of the 
Society in reference to this Fund, including 
new stations in West Indian islan‘s, 


SUMMARY. 


The total number of members added to the 
churches during the past year is 2670, the 
total number of members in all the churches 
being 37,976. ‘There are also 202 stations, 
90 missionaries, 68 female missionaries, with 
197 native preachers and schoolmasters. The 
number of day-schools is 139, of children 
taught in day-schools 9728, and of children 
taught in sabbath-schools about 15,818. The 
total receipts for all purposes £25,411 19s. 11d. 


PRAYER. 


x 
If the Committee may be allowed to ap- 
pend to these statements a closing appeal, it 
would be to ask the prayers of their brethren 
for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on this 
cause, He only, let us remember, can raise. 
up a suitable agency, or make it effectual 
when raised. All who have ever preached 
the gospel in the world, with that godly zeal” 
which prompts even to make every sacrifice, 
and which enables them to endure every toil, 
have thus laboured, striving according to his 
working who wrought in them mightily. 
And so it must ever be. Your Society 
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need labourers—men of extensive practical 
knowledge, of deep piety, and who are ready 
for Christ’s sake, and for the sake of dying 
souls, to forego the comforts of home labour 
and enter upon new fields—but, Who are thus 
qualified without his influence? And when 
that influence has qualified the men and sent 
them forth, it is equally needed to give them 
the least real success, The most devout and 
holy, the most affectionate and prudent ser- 
vant of Christ cannot of himself secure the 
conversion of one soul. If any man cometh 
to Christ, it is the Father who draws him. 
How much then is this influence needed. 
While there are so many yet to be instructed, 
faithful and devoted missionaries are few ! 
Important works languish for want of funds. 
Millions within our reach are untaught ; and 
where there are teachers, they are often re- 
pelled by indifference and unbelief. Have 
we prayed as we ought? Is it not to our 
want of prayer that we must attribute our 
want of blessing? We have appealed to men 
for help ; have we with equal earnestness ap- 
pealed to God: not to say with infinitely more 
earnestness, considering he has in his keeping 
the hearts of all men, as well as the influence 
that makes their offerings useful? Abraham 
was heard for Sodom—Moses was heard for 
Israel—Elijah was permitted to ‘save the entire 
nation from famine, and why ? but to show that 
the effectual fervent prayer of a righteous 
man ayaileth much. And if of one righteous 
man, how much more of thousands? Prayer 
we have had, and to that prayer we ascribe the 
measure of success which God has been pleas- 
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ed to bestow. A thousand of our churches at 
home remember our missions once in the month 
at least, in their supplications. Still we may 
ask, does the salvation of our countrymen, of 
our fellow-subjectsin the colonies, of nominally 
Christian nations in Europe, and of the hea- 
then throughout the world rest on our hearts? 
Do we desire to see the kingdom of Christ 
come, with half the earnestness with which 
we pursue the various objects of daily and 
common concern? We pray, but is it such 
prayer as the prosperity of the church and 
the salvation of souls should inspire? We 
pray; but is it in faith and hope, and with 
the holy determination to obtain, if possible, 
what we ask? We pray, but what, if he 
who hears us pray, and is the God of peace, 
sees us quarrelling in our own churches 
about trifles? What if he who gave his Son 
sees us seeking our own things and not the 
things of Christ, and as though prayer were a 
substitute for action, instead of being as it is 
the complement of action—that which is re- 
quired to make action complete. It becomes 
us to be humbled, because of the imperfections 
of the holiest things. With that humility let 
us continue holy ambition in the cause of our 
Lord—remembering that we cannot ask too 
much, nor expect too much from him; re- 
membering too, that our faith is permitted to 
descry, through the gross darkness that covers 
the pagan regions, a mystical signature on 
every spot, to indicate its assignment by that 
covenant which has given to the Messiah 
“the heathen for his inheritance, and the 
utmost parts of the earth for-his possession,” 


Subscriptions and Donations in aid of the Baptist Missionary Society will be thankfully 
received by W. B, Gurney, Esq., Treasurer, or the Rev. Joseph Angus, M.A., Secretary, at 
the Mission House, Moorgate Street, London: in Edinburgh, by the Rev. Christopher 
Anderson, the Rev. Jonathan Watson, and John Macandrew, Esq.; in Glasgow, by Robert 
Kettle, Esq. ; in Dublin, by John Parkes, Esq., Richmond Street; in Calcutta, by the 
Rev. James Thomas, Baptist Mission Press; and at New York, United States, by W. 


Colgate, Esq. - 
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NO EXCUSE. 


Wuat! am I to attend the call of every man, and be ready to yield obedience 
to every one who gives me acommand? Certainly not. If worldly men, and 
mere religious professors, wish you to become a companion of their’s in breaking 
the sabbath, opposing the gospel, or even treating religion with indifference, you 
may immediately ‘‘ excuse” yourself from doing so, and flee from their circle at 
once. ‘Have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness,” says the 
apostle, “ but rather reprove them.” 

These few lines are written to professing Christians ; and I would ask, “ Who 
then is willing to consecrate his service this day to the Lord?” Ireland needs a 
race of devoted and faithful men. Our individual activity cannot reach far, but 
our benevolence, compassion, and love, must comprehend all the nations of the 
earth. To ask for help in seeking to spread the gospel in this land of darkness, is 
a “reasonable service,” and will you'refuse? “He that is not with me is against 
me,” says Jesus, “and he that gathereth not with me scattereth abroad.” Neu- 
trality is impossible. Your influence either accelerates the triumph of the gospel, 
or the ruin of souls. Will you prefer a state of inglorious ease, to the post of 
activity and danger? Jesus demands the faithful consecration of all those talents 
in his service, which you have received from his hands. He will not employ any 
pressed men in his vineyard ; but woe unto those professors who refuse to come 
as volunteers. No man can pay another to labour in his stead, with a view of 
framing an excuse for not engaging in the service of Christ himself. If we are 
rich, he demands our activity as well as our wealth. The constitution of the 
church is so framed, and the world is so rebellious, as to require every man to be 
at his post. Neither can any individual member transfer his duty to another. 
Christians cannot act by proxy. We have all received some talent from the Lord; 
and whatever may be our situation in life, he is saying to every one, “ Occupy till 
I come.” , 

Do you think that it is utterly impossible to spread the gospel in this land? It 
is true that Ireland has long been considered as an impregnable fortress of the man 
of sin. “ You may expend your money, and send your missionaries,” it is said, “but 
nothing effectual will be done.” This is the language of idleness and unbelief, 
not of devotedness and faith. Are we not commanded to preach the gospel to 
every creature? Let every Christian feel that he is under the same obligation to 
diffuse the gospel as the minister is to preach it, and more sinners will be con- 
verted to God, Individual activity must be as extensive as individual piety. _ 
Idleness in the church of Christ is one of the reigning sins‘of the age. Do not be 
startled at this statement! This slumbering spirit is death to the world, a hin- 
drance to the prosperity of the church, and rebellion against the Lord. Are you 
willing to labour for souls? Jesus will receive “No excuse.” Does he not say, 
“Go work to-day in my vineyard?” What professor after this will deliberately 
resolve to “stand in the market-place all the day idle,” thinking that he can jus- 
tify his indolence in the day of judgment, when standing at the bar of God, by 
saying, “ No man ever hired me?” * ‘ - 

Christianity must be promoted by Christian men; and the measure in which it 
is possessed will be the measure in which it will be given to others. We must 
not expect that ‘those whom we teach will ever rise to a higher state of piety 
than ourselves. We must be more prayerful and holy, in order to be more active 
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and useful. All our faculties have been ransomed by Jesus; he justly claims the 
whole of our time ; and whatever we possess must be employed in his service. If 
we can righteously withhold any thing from the Saviour, then we may “ consume 
it upon our lusts.” But Iam sure that we cannot; hence if all Christians were 
to unite and start from their supineness, and travel in birth for souls, it would not 
be a greater manifestation of love than a crucified Saviour requires, or a perishing 
world demands. It may be that sinners are perishing even in your own families 
for want of Christian instruction; or dying around the very church where you as- 
semble for divine worship, because you never invite them to come to the house of 
prayer, and will perish unless you put forth an instrumentality to save them.’ 

Perhaps you have felt the force of these arguments, yet you continue to say, 
“I pray thee have me excused.” No, my beloved friend, as I am only urging 
the command of Christ, “no excuse” can possibly be taken. I am pleading for 
perishing souls: I am speaking for Ireland ; a land of darkness, superstition, and 
spiritual death. No denial can be taken. ‘Go out,” says Jesus, “into the high- 
ways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may be full,” and 
is not that person’s piety doubtful who can refuse? Under the Jewish dispensa- 
tion it was deemed a great calamity to die childless; and what ‘‘ confusion of 
face” must you feel in the day of judgment, if you have never “ travailed in birth” 
for the salvation of souls! As the noblest general that ever entered the field 
could not gain a victory over the enemy without a fighting army, so the most 
devoted minister will fail in giving enlarged prosperity to the cause of Jesus, 
without the united labours of a devoted church. 

Do you ask, “What can I do?” Labour in the cause of God according to 
the ability that he has given you. Shall we, the redeemed, be less concerned for 
the salvation of souls than the heathens were for the honour of the “ Queen of 
Heaven?” They all found something todo. “The children,” says Jeremiah, 
“oathered wood, and the fathers kindled the fire, and the women kneaded the 
dough, to make their cakes,” in order to promote her idolatrous worship. Our 
sunday schools want teachers; our tract societies, distributors; our destitute 
neighbourhoods need prayer meetings ; and sinners need inviting to come to the 
house of God. There is no necessity of standing ‘‘idle,” thinking that there is 
nothing to do. Do not say that warnings to sinners are useless: faith cometh by 
hearing, and hearing by the word of God. Whatever be the cause of tlie silence and 
inactivity of Christians, it is a great hindrance to the spread of the gospel. It may 
arise from a low state of piety; timidity; careless indifference ; a want of love to 
Jesus, or compassion to souls: but whatever be the cause, it is sinful and inconsist- 
ent with elevated piety, while those who are thus at “‘ease in Zion” expose them- 
selves to the eternal “ Woe” of Almighty God 

While Christians have been sleeping, error has been spreading, and souls have 
perished. The troubled elements, however, that are gathering around us, the 
approaching crisis, and the cries of the perishing, have at Tenath broken in upon 
our slumbers, and we are beginning to awake. Let us individually begin to work, 
and at once put forth an energy which will startle the world, and revive the 
church. Let us walk to the mouth of perdition, and hear the voices of the 
damned saying, “send to our brethren, lest they also come to this place of tor- 
ment.” From thence let us go to Calvary, to renew the vigour of our piety by 
touching the cross, and feeling ourselves sprinkled afresh with the “blood of the 
Lamb,” our hearts will instantly burn with holy zeal, while we individually con- 
secrate the remaining part of our lives to the glory of God. 

Perhaps after all, you will raise objections, and say, one by one, “I pray thee 
have me excused.” One says he has no time; another affirms he'has no ability 5 
‘a third professes to want opportunity; and a fourth says something else. If these 
things are really so, go and carry these complaints to the “Searcher of hearts, and _ 
demand an “excuse.” I answer all your objections by saying, that not to labour 
for the salvation of others will raise a doubt as to the genuineness of your own 
piety, and deliberately affirm that the possession of religion ourselves lays us 
under an imperative obligation to impart it to others. ‘For the love of Christ — 
constraineth us, that they which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, 
but unto him which died for them and rose again.” eas ; 
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BAPTIST CHURCH, CORK.—MR. TRESTRAIL’S 
REMOVAL. 

At a social tea meeting of the members and 
communicants of the above-named church, on 
Friday evening, the 22nd March, 1844, spe- 
cially convened in the chapel, in Marlborough 
Street, to mark the united circumstance of 
the removal of their pastor Rev. Frederick 
Trestrail (he having been nominated to the 
office of Secretary to the Baptist Lrish Society) 
and the reception of the Rev. Geo. N. Watson 
as their future minister, the following reso- 
lutions were unanimously adopted. 

Proposed by brother M. Osborn Bergin, 
and seconded by brother Abraham Jones, 

Resolved—That we cannot permit the 
union which has subsisted for nearly four 
years between Mr. Trestrail and us, as pastor 
and people, to terminate, without taking a 
rapid glance at the attendant circumstances 
of that connexion, and the results which now 
present themselves to our contemplation ; for 
much of which we have abundant cause of 
thankfulness and rejoicing. 

At the period of Mr. Trestrail’s first visit 
to Cork, the church was almost scattered, and 
the few who remained were as sheep without 
a shepherd ; but since his settlement over us, 
our numbers both in church and congregation 
have increased, discipline has been restored 
and maintained, brotherly love promoted and 
exercised, the grand end of the preaching of 
the gospel, conversion to God, realized ; and 
on the whole the peace and harmony of the 
brethren have been such, as to show that the 
ministrations of our pastor have not been in 
vain. 

In reference to the operations of the Baptist 
Irish Society in this land, considerable dis- 
organization had crept into the working of its 
machinery, a degree of estrangement and 
want of cordial co-operation was influencing 
its agents, chiefly arising from the absence of 
intercourse and mutual consultation: all this 
has now passed away, the establishment of 
quarterly associations, thereby bringing the bre- 
thren statedly together for counsel and encou- 
ragement, has under the divine blessing infused 
new life into the operations of the Society, 
and cemented that feeling of brotherly love 
between its ministers, without which all else 
is but as sounding brass or a tinkling cymbal. 

Under all these circumstances, we feel that 
we have real cause for thankfulness to the Giver 
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of all mercies, that in his providence He sent 
our pastor to this country, as we now believe 
he has called him to another sphere of labour. 
We therefore part with him in Christian love 
and affection, commending himself and family 
to the care of the great Shepherd of the sheep, 
and praying that he may be long spared to 
conduct the affairs of the Baptist Irish Society 
with pleasure and profit to himself, and in- 
creasing usefulness and efficiency to this 
country, so that the word of the Lord may 
have free course and be glorified, in the con- 
version of thousands of our fellow countrymen, 
and the moral desert around us may speedily 
rejoice and blossom as the garden of the 
Lord. 

Proposed by brother Thomas Nicholson, 
and seconded by brother William Booth 
(deacon). 

Resolyed—That looking at all the circum- 
stances which have transpired in connexion 
with the bringing Mr. Watson before us, (and 
the removal of apparently insurmountable 
difficulties* in the accomplishment of the 
same), without the least effort either on his 
part or our own, we cannot but recognize the 
hand of the Lord in this matter, and as we 
believe we have been thus brought providen- 
tially together, we now receiye-him as our 
future pastor most cordially and affectionately, 
and feel it to be our responsible duty to use 
all gospel means individually and collectively 
to uphold his hands, and encourage and fur- 
ther him in the work of the Lord, praying 
that. he may be blessed and made a blessing 
in the conversion of sinners, and the building 
up and enlarging our little Zion here, to the 
glory of our God and Father, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. : 

During the evening the prayers and praises 
of the brethren were mingled together ; and 
after each resolution, the pastor, to whom it 
referred, replied thereto ina very affectionate 
and serious manner. It was felt by all present 
that the meeting was pleasing and profitable, 
calculated to invigorate and stimulate the 
church to persevere in the good way, to thank 
God for the past, and take courage for the 
future. Se 


“* A few months ago Mr. Watson was pastor of 


the Independent church in Limerick ; but has since-~ 


by Mr. 


then with Mrs. Watson been baptized 
Trestrail. é 


On Tuesday Evening April 17, Mr. Massix, of Manchester, delivered on behalf 


of the Society, a lucid, eloquent, and impressive lecture on Ireland, and its claims 

‘on Christian sympathy and effort from the church in this country. His statements 
were received with pin attention, and we doubt not will do much towards cor- 
recting the misapprehensions which prevail as to conan effort in Ireland. 
We forbear all report of the lecture, our earnest hope being that it may speedily 
be published. Dr. Bennerr and his friends kindly lent their chapel for the 
service. 


“ 
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been received up to April 19, the date of going press. 
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contributions, not including London annual subscriptions, have 
Particulars will be oiven 


in the Report to be published early in May. 


iltshire, &c, after eee by Mr." F. 
Trestrail;. 


By Mr. W. “Hamilton, Moate Patansoiree, 
By Mr. M‘Carthy.......+ee-seesseeeese 
Maidstone, Bible classes at Mr. Dobney’ 8, 

in support of @ Tedder ...c0-.eeseeees 
Hammersmith, by Miss Ottridge........ 
Master Millington Harwood, Birmingham 

DOR Ger cece ciaceesee do (0.0019 + 2cbvlewigiste 
S., a Friend, balance ......0se-receseece 
A legacy, late Mr. Dearle ......+.++-.-- 

Ditto, Mr. Geo. Dixon ...5.62 «eevee 
Friends, Eyemouth...... pe ercccvcvcses 
By Mr. Bates, Ballina........- 


Female Society, by Mr. Sanders . 
Keppel Street Auxiliary...... 
Geo. Rawson, Esq. .......0see08 veiw eae 
Ingham, &c., by Mrs. Cooke........ eee 
A Friend ...,ccccccsccscevecccscesves 
By Mrs. Risdon ......-.0eseeneve reece 
Church Street, Blackfriars, Auxiliary.... 
Spencer BinGeditto ne Ieumnseneknnwan tne 
Shoreditch, Providence chapel, ditto..... 
To add to pestle acknowledged in 
February Chronicle. 
Mr. Millar. ...00.... 
Mr. Jones, Bank Presteign acters boop 
Louth, by Msdms. Grain and Beeten .... 
Louth, by Mrs. H. Allen ....... 
Mr. R. Blackman, Potter Street 
Miss Payne, Chesham ......ccesseacceece 
Plymouth, by Mr. Nicholson...... 
Bewdley, Mr. Brooks ..... 
Oswestry, R. Roberts... 
E. Lees, Esq., Ashton..... 
SAGO IBN o<.co 40's V leielesicnvern dee natpsieg Nate 
Mr. J. Pilkington eoenwee 
Miss Huntley, Bow (don.) ....... Socvese 
Miss A. Marsh ,...... Oe er eeeereccceens 
Ras Sj PRIUS .cc0gs.saldes ements seceee 
Rye, Crosskey, Mrs. . 
A Friend, by Mr. Alfred Hodge" 
Towards payment of scripture reader.... 
Plymouth, by Mr. Nicholson...... 
Mire MOL 6 a0: jai atsiv ate 
i RYIONG; CWVALOS 9 wi areee a bie 368 o hb 0cce nae 
UDibiOerars cieie siietenieleaeie e eter sac el 
Mire PALL fh Crags viet eis ee cloaks eraleielee 
J. A, Allen, HSQ, icc sscccecccsecsentes 
A Suffolk Farmer sroawanony «kal oats 
Devonport, Morrice Square ... 
Tan ton aqrsisseittss es a teeeecrseterne 
E. T., proportion of daily ‘consecration ac 
F. Earle, Esq., M.D., Ripon ....csscsece 


eee tence 


sewers 


stee 


settee eee 
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ote BS 
Monmouthshire, 4 Friend ..ecessseseeee 9 10 
John Purser, Esq., Dublin (don.) ........ 5 0 
Mr; Allen, Athlone {220s s0see.saeereae ieee 
Bi Bite ss gaidewsieeaoh.s Sees aBawtipae eee A110 
Legacy, late — Peto, Esq. ..... cpa en el cead) 
Coleford, sundries, by Miss Trotter....... 20 0 
A Friend, I. T. ...... ». 20 0 
By Miss K. Watson 1 12 
By Miss H. Osler, Falmouth ....... Scwepig Sue 
M. A. Perren, Kingswood ......-..se ree at 
By Mr. T. W. Wake..ccccsseccesssesees TA7 
By Mr. Pengilly.......-. Gus ehiswe.st on « 520 
By Mr. Howorth, Bacup ....--..----++ bi OD 
By Mrs. Lillyerop Foy edie eae lee a eaie eats ced 90 
By Mr. Jer. DavieS csc. cee secceosscoes etd 
Steventon, Mr. Haigh ...........--+-+4+ 10 
By Miss Perksc tet 02 ceo: 2 10 
By Mr. Hills, Sunderland. . 3.0 
By Mr. Smith, Crayford 3 0 
By Mr. Bayne, Stradbrooke.........--.--. 210 
Mr. Horne, Worcester 2... 4..2..eccccee p Re 
By Mr. Hayden, Tiverton. is ses es Ce we) 
M. SK, donation -, cvs .-svesasssesseas 5 0 
* How shall they preach, except they be 

sent?” by Mr. Brawn .......... 5 0 
Misses M. A, and Jane Austin, by Mrs. W. 

L. Smith ...... cercecesee wae ewer “um 
Mr. Crowe, Worcester ....-...+-..e00+ aie ae 
Mx Lugsden™ c.ssecwsce= sve ears Spree!) 
New Park Street Auxiliary and boxes... 7 0 
Mr..F. Roe, 2 Years ©. oc veeceeee ae oar aiat 4 0 
Mrs. Rippon .......... RG ee ee 
Mi W Bony emcee Wen Anse «so siicic ewe 0 10 
W. Rees, Esq, Haverfordwest, ied Mr. J. 

H, Allon? svecshes ede Soe ee ookO 20: 
Wokingham, by Mr. S. D. TAL 
Birmingham .. 41 19 
Dudley ss croccs ccccecceuaee 2 
LAverpod)..c4 ocean Gia lees . 56 11 
Canterbury (with a box of apparel) . eae me dl 
NoOrole se DY Sie) 2 «var. cu see camsisitepinees oo 35 2 
Produce of share in canal, left as legacy, 

one-half...... oe cece ve viaeeeenenws cp vee 0 
Haddenham collection ... ssei db xO 
By Mr. Cotton, Hackney ... Siete a ee 
Blandford Street Auxiliary ........ wee, de 8 
Kettering... .. ss. caeletete CF? AP 
Huddersfield, by Mr. R. Willett: : scree pgengce LE 
Mr. J. Burt, Beaulieu ...... cniesectimy wes: kal 

25 18 


Dublin, subs. collected by Mr. C. Sharman 
oe A. Marsh é 


Bagle Sto! ausiny. rea sane nea 


18 0. 
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Subscriptions and Donations thankfully received by the aaciany Rev. SaMueL GREEN, 59, 


Queen’s Row, Walworth; by 


the Rev. JoszpH ANcus, at the 


Moorgate-street; and the’ Rev. STEPHEN Davis, 92, St. John-street-road, Islington ; 


RosertT Stock, 


Russell-street, Bloomsbury; 3 at the Uniow 


Edinburgh ; the Rev. Mr. INNEs, Frederick-street, 


Waterford; Rev. F. TRE 


Baptist Mission House, 


Esq., 1, Maddox-street, Re; ent-street, Treasurer ; Mr. J. SANDERS, 104, Grex 


ank, Argyle Place; by the Rev. C, ANDERSON, 


STRAIL, Rock Grove Terrace, Strand-road, 
Cambridge ‘Crescent, Birmingham; Rev. Grorce Gouxp, 1) Seville Place, Dublin; 


Eccrgs, Coleraine ; Rev. R. Witson, Belfast ; 


by any igri Minister, i in any of our principa 


J. Haddon, Printer, Castle Street, Finsbury. _ 


towns. 


dinburgh ; by the Rev. C. EF 


£ 


Cork; by Mr. J, oe ‘ 
Rev. W.S. 
Rey. G. NEWENHAM Watson, — age 


